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Welcome to the June 2018 Newsletter 

Monthly Meetings from June – December 2018 

 

13 June  Social Event – AGM & Social 

11 July  The Painting Policeman by David Wiles 

8 August  Greek Islands by Margaret Dickinson 

12 September Social Event with Bingo 

10 October Picture Postcards – Helen Prescott 
 

Do please come to our AGM on Wednesday 13 June 
We aim to get the business side of the AGM over as quickly as possible.  There will be a short film about 
U3A groups.  The Chair and Secretary will give their reports on what has happened in Leyland U3A this 
year.  Members are welcome to ask questions at any time throughout. 
 
After the AGM, there will be time to socialise over brews and scones with jam and home-made butter 
(thank you Mr Porter!).  
 
And then – why not take the opportunity to visit the group tables and try a new activity?  We now have over 
20 groups to choose from.  So, please do come along to your U3A AGM, join in with a brew and a scone 
and make more friends and interests. 
 

March Monthly Meeting - Explanation 
Yorkshire Tea Fun Wednesday 14 March – explanation and consequences. 
While Mr Jon Carswell was an entertaining character, he did not talk about Yorkshire Tea!  Leyland U3A 
Committee would never knowingly book religious or political speakers for its monthly meetings.  Nor would 
they deliberately mislead the members about the contents of a talk. 
 
In response to your concerns and to stop this happening again, we have 

1. Designed a questionnaire which future speakers (from August 2018) must complete.  They will be 
asked to give a brief description of their talk, inform us if they intend to sell products and provide the 
name and contact details of an organisation to whom they have previously given a talk 

2. Ensured that Speakers will be informed that politics and religion are not acceptable subjects for 
these meetings 

3. Written to Yorkshire Tea, describing your concerns about the talk and the out-of-date products and 
vouches provided. 

Written by members of the Executive Committee 

 

Reports of Wednesday monthly meetings 

March:  Arriving at Fox Lane Sports and Social Club I noticed that the tables were covered in bright table 

cloths with the Yorkshire Tea logo emblazoned on them, accompanied by piles of boxes of samples of 
Yorkshire Tea.  So clearly, my job this morning would be to sit up and pay attention to a talk (hopefully 
funny) about Yorkshire Tea. 
 
But it turned out that in fact although the talk took in Yorkshire Tea and a fair amount about Yorkshire 
personalities with a few regional facts thrown in, what our speaker Jonathan Carswell had really come to 
talk about was Christianity.  And that’s fine – I don’t have a problem with religion, but if that’s what you’re 

http://www.thepaintingpoliceman.co.uk/
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here to do, be honest and tell us that.  You may find that your audience is a little smaller than it if they were 
expecting to hear about Yorkshire Tea, but at least then those present would be there because they wanted 
to hear your story.  
 
Jonathan Carswell is, actually, a gifted speaker; he engages easily with his audience, and his talk had a 
good balance of fun and fact to hold attention.  But you might argue that his gift is hardwired in his genes, 
given his father was a preacher – the English equivalent to Billy Graham, Jonathan told us. 
 
Rather than being a representative of Yorkshire Tea, Jonathan is proprietor of Ten of Those a distributor of 
Christian literature – a venture started in his bedroom after he graduated from the University of Durham.  
The business has grown substantially over the years to its present 1.4 million books distributed annually, 
and the next step is his plan to relocate with his family to America to establish the business there.  After the 
talk, tea samples were duly distributed and Jonathan also gave out copies of a book written by his mother 
about folk who found faith at over 50 – Sagas by DJ Carswell is still available on the Ten of Those website 
should anyone want to obtain a copy. 
Kim Whittle 
 

 
Review April: Tiger Muffin Soaps 

This was a particularly well thought out, entertaining and well prepared talk on all things soapy. Mr Lepp 

demonstrated how he made bath bombs; soap and shower gel, allowing the audience to select fragrances 

and colours. (Hint:  don’t choose yellow colouring for bath products, think what happens to the bath water) 

He gave us a brief history of soap, which was being made over 5000 years ago. He constantly involved the 

audience with a stream of questions, anecdotes and jokes.  There were free samples of the products made 

in front of us as well as general items from his range for sale.  Great enthusiasm & subject knowledge 

helped time fly.  

Bath bomb recipe  

Ingredients : 2 tsp bicarbonate of soda, 2tsp citric acid, 2 tsp almond oil,1/2ml fragrance oil (12 drops)  

Equipment: moulds, pipettes, measuring cups or scales, microwave 

Method. Mix dry ingredients. Mix wet ingredients – on second thoughts, just buy some bath bombs from 

Matthew- much better quality & reasonably priced 

 

 

FACEBOOK Page.  Nearly a quarter of our membership is on Facebook.  All registered members 

have access to post on this page.  Please use it as a social forum and feel free to share ideas, photos, what 

your groups have been up to or just have a laugh.  You can also set up group chats or message other 

members.  This could be useful for co-ordinators to contact members quickly. 

Please carry your membership card – and your coffee money with you when you attend the main 

monthly meeting (the second Wednesday of each month) and/or when you 

attend any group meeting(s).  When you attend the monthly meeting or group 

meetings you will need to pay £1 towards venue costs.  If there are no venue 

costs e.g. walking, or when a meeting is in a member’s home, there are no 

meeting fees to pay.  A contribution for refreshments will be agreed between 

members and their host. 
 

Coffee and Chat 
“Coffee and chat” sessions will be at 2:30 p.m. on the first Friday of each month at the Roccoco Café, 
Chapel Brow.  Come along, chat, ask questions and enjoy a brew in this friendly café.  And bring a friend 
who might be interested in joining Leyland U3A.  The next two meetings will be Friday 6 July 2018 and 
Friday 3 August 2018. 
 

 

 

U3A NORTH WEST SUMMER SCHOOL 2018.  AUGUST 28 – 31 
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Registration is now well underway for this event so book quickly to avoid 

disappointment. 

 The courses offered are: 

 Ruskin and His legacy.  Tutor: Meg Shaw 

 Architecture - Housing, Modernism and Architecture.  Tutor: Clyde Raine 

 Archaeology - What did the Romans ever do for us?  Tutor: Maggy Simms 

 Lake District Minerals.  Tutor: Christine Arkwright 

 Modern medicine.  Tutor: Gill Baynes 

 Recorder Playing.  Tutor: Marlene Phillips 

 Science is for everyone.  Tutor: Bob Roach 

 Making friends with Music.  Tutor: Jack Wood 

 The Wars of the Three KIngdoms and Two generals.  Tutor: Brenda Cubbon 

 Twentieth Century Russia from Tsarism to Communism and then what?  Tutor: Edward 

Towne 

 

Full details of all the courses and booking arrangements are available on the regional website: 

www.u3asites.org.uk/north-west.  Please note: all the tutors are U3A members who give their 

time freely to share their expertise and interest.  If you ever feel you would like to run a course 

for the summer school please let the NWREC know. 

 

 

GROUPS 

Please check the Leyland U3A website – https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/ for the latest 

available news of Groups.  Please also visit the website to see the numerous photos of Leyland 

U3A members enjoying themselves at many events.  Who says ‘old’ folk are a miserable lot?  Not in 

Leyland we’re not!   
 

If you do not visit our website (an excellent website kept up-to-date and very 

interesting by Ian Barrow) you will miss out on loads of photographs and 

reports which do not appear in this newsletter as we just do not have enough 

space for them there. 
 

Please note that we are looking for more members to come forward as Group Co-ordinators for 

some of our groups which are in danger of collapsing and for new groups which we would like to run.  If you 

are interested, please see groups coordinator Ann White at the Groups table or have a chat with others to 

see if you could help 

 

 

 

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/
https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/
https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/
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GROUP REPORTS AND PLANS 

 

Archery  
The archery group braved the warm temperatures and bright sunshine to record their second shoot of the 
year.  Despite an occasional blustery breeze and stops to sunbathe, a good time was had by all.  We had 
the best of the afternoon though dark clouds were gathering as we were packing up to go home.  It made a 
pleasant change to be outside in warm, dry weather. 
Jim Porter 
 
Art Group   
The Art Group has changed its meeting day. It is now meeting fortnightly on Mondays at 2pm at Northbrook 
House. The next meeting is on Monday 25 June 
On 2 May, the Art Group had a work shop with Steve Williams, which was well attended and I’m sure 
enjoyed by all.  Steve covered topics which included colour mixing and achieving depth within a painting.  
The subject matter was of two boats on the shore line, so included sky and clouds, with a clever use of 
cobalt blue, also reflections in the water which can be tricky.  The time flew by and was all too soon over.  
We are hoping to welcome Steve back in the very near future. 
Best regards 
Lorna Snape 

 
Birdwatching 
Trish and Peter are setting up a birdwatching group and already have some members interested. 
If you would like to join them, see Trish at the Wednesday meeting or email peterhiggins456@gmail.com 
 

Bridge 
Our lovely Bridge co-ordinator, Cathy Jones, died in April.  We miss her very much.  The Bridge club 
members learned a good deal under Cathy's guidance and would like to continue to progress. 
 

David Marston has agreed to act as coordinator and host fortnightly sessions at his home.  Tel 
01772 433456 if you are interested in joining us, or see David at the AGM. 
 
The Bridge group is taking a short break.  It will meet next on Tuesday 24 July at 2:00p.m. at 
David Marston's home. 
 
If any experienced players could come along and assist improvers, especially with Bidding and 
Scoring, they would be most welcome. 
 
If anyone has some knowledge and experience, they are very welcome to join our small, friendly 
group, which always has a break between games for tea and biscuits and a chat.  If you would like 
to learn to play Bridge and can play cards and are familiar with trumps and no trumps, you will also 
fit in nicely.  We have practice programmes which you can try. 
 
We have been in contact with Chorley Bridge club and are hoping to arrange for one of their 
experienced members to help us for a few sessions. 
 
Cards and Board Games Group 
Meetings of the Cards and Board Games Group are held fortnightly, at Anne Richardson's home in 
Farington, from 2:00p.m. – 4:00p.m. on Fridays.  Any interested new members are asked to give Anne a 
ring on 01772-455657. 
 
All the old games are available - standard packs of cards, Scrabble, etc. – together with ones which may be 
new to new members.  Members choose which games they want to play.  To some extent this is 
determined by the numbers present.  Whilst most board games are for a maximum of four players, others 
are available for any number of players.  There is a variety of games from which to choose and the current 
favourites are Labyrinth or Nab-it (maximum 4 players), Sequence (6 players) and Uno, or one of the 
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versions of Dominoes, (any number).  Members who have games of their own are welcome to bring them 
along for us all to try – It's always good to learn new ones. 
 
This is the Group for those who enjoy a relaxing, fun afternoon in good company.  Refreshments are 
provided and, for catering purposes, it is helpful to let Anne know which members are not coming on any 
particular Friday.  Failure to do this means Anne has to eat up the extra cakes – not good for the waistline! 
Anne Richardson 

 
. 

 

Geocaching: 

Geocaching is an exciting, modern day version of treasure hunting. You try to find caches; the 

coordinator Peter Higgins has hidden 40.  
 

To join in, you need a mobile phone and to sign up with www.geocaching.com  Signing up is free. 

See Coordinator Peter Higgins or email peterhiggins456@gmail.com for more details. 
 

 

Growing and Using Herbs 
The Growing Herbs and their Culinary Uses Group are now fully settled in their new home – the Community 
Room, Northbrook Gardens.  During the last 3 months the topics covered have been: 
 

 Mint in March 

 the Allium Family in April 

 Then, in May we split down the topic of Salad Herbs and discussed Chervil and Hyssop as part of 
the Salad Herb group. 

 
We are all looking forward to our trip out to Acorn Bank Herb Garden on the 19 June.  If you wish to have 
details of our meetings or the trip please contact Marian Crossley (mariancrossley74@gmail.com). 
Marian Crossley 

 
Knitting, Crochet and Handmade Crafts Group  
On 30 May the group went off to our favourite haunt, Black Sheep Wools in Warrington.  Much fun was had 
swishing and squeezing yarn and, given that there was a 10% off sale on all items in the shop, we came 
away with a mountain of goodies!  It’s a good job we decided to travel in cars so that we had more space 
for our haul! 
 
Charity knitting is going on in the background as ever, with Joan making twiddlemuffs for dementia 

sufferers, and many prem baby hats have been made to date.  We will begin our winter charity knitting in 

earnest in September, starting our hats for the homeless and contributions to the Christmas shoebox 

appeal.  Non – group members are most welcome to join in with charity knitting – details from Fiona 

Gregson or Kim Whittle. Yarn and patterns supplied 

The Pub Lunch.  
This group has been going since January and despite a couple of glitches seems to ticking over quite 
nicely.  There are a few regulars and various people who drop in from time which is as it should be.  I have 
checked out three local pubs recently but sadly they no longer do food which is a pity as they are nice 
pubs.  Not sure how they make any money as they were all empty at lunch time!  I would really like to stay 
as local as possible so I am a bit disappointed. For anyone who would like to come please just turn up 
between 12:30 – 1:00p.m. at the venue and, hopefully, you will receive a nice welcome. 
 
This month's lunch is on Tuesday 26 June at Weatherspoon's Leyland Lion, Hough Lane.  I will not be 
there as I am on holiday but one of our regulars, Hilary Morris, will be the welcome committee so please do 
turn up. 
 

http://www.geocaching.com/
mailto:peterhiggins456@gmail.com
mailto:mariancrossley74@gmail.com
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There will be four more lunches this year as, because we meet at the end of the month, I think November 
and December will be too busy given that the fourth Tuesday in December is the 25th! 
 
Dates for the rest of the year: - 
 

24 July.  The Plough (Jerry’s), Runshaw Lane 
28 August.  The Woodsman A49 at junction just above the motorway  

– used to be The Hayrick 
25 September  Withy Arms, Worden Lane 
23 October The Gables Hough Lane.  Sorry, this is my favourite so we will usually start 

and finish here! 
If you want to contact me regarding attending, these are my contact details 
Tel: 01772 421366  
Mobile: 07890289899 

Email: Janice.mclean@whatsthescore.co.uk 

Thanks 

Janice McLean 

 

P.U.D Club  
The P.U.D club, which is a diet club with very few rules, is going on its first annual outing “Cake at Lytham” 

on Tuesday 12 June, immediately after weighing themselves.  Well done – every single one of us has lost 

weight since joining. 

 

Scottish Dance Group  
We have now run 7 weekly sessions at Prospect House and numbers participating are disappointingly low 
with an average of 7.6.  Only three inexperienced dance members of Leyland U3A have attended and then 
only once.  The remainder who have attended are Folk Dance callers and other dance friends who have 
helped to keep the Group viable.  Several of those who signed the interest sheet have never attended. 
 
It is therefore with regret that the group will have to be disbanded as Scottish Dancing is a team activity and 
requires a minimum of 8 dancers. 
David & Jean Darbyshire 
Editor: It is sad that this has happened and I hope that David and Jean might try to restart this group again.  
With new members joining Leyland U3A, there may be more people interested.  Perhaps keeping the group 
listed at the Wednesday meetings might encourage new people to join? 

 

Table tennis  
On the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month, 1:00 – 3:00p.m. at The United reform church, Quinn St, 
Leyland. 
 
The group is continuing to grow in numbers and, whilst a degree of mobility is required, the emphasis is on 
FUN and FRIENDSHIP. 
 
We are looking into the possibility of organising friendly matches against other U3A table tennis groups. 
For more information about our group please contact Ann France on 01772 424673. 
 

Theatre Group  
 

NB CHANGE OF DATE to that agreed for The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.  Apparently, 
our original choice of date is a ‘relaxed’ performance, catering for an audience with a 

variety of needs, e.g. special schools, people needing support from carers etc., meaning 
that the house lights will be on all the time and the potentially "scary" or "upsetting" bits of 

the show will be cut. In the light of this, Pam and I thought a new date – Sunday 9 December 
at 1:00p.m. was preferable for our group. 

 
Our next meeting will be at 2pm on Friday 13 July 2018 at Leyland Methodist 

mailto:Janice.mclean@whatsthescore.co.uk
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Church Hall, Turpin Green Lane, 
 

Future Theatre Shows 

Saturday 23 June 2018   Summer Holiday. 

Venue    Bolton Octagon 2:00p.m. (includes bus ride around Bolton) 

 

Tuesday 24 July 2018  The Three Musketeers. 
Venue Dukes Theatre, Lancaster 7:15 p.m. (outdoor performance at 

Williamson Park) 

 
Tuesday 4 September 2018 Last Tango in Whitby. 
Venue    Chorley Little Theatre. 7.30pm (sold out) 
 
Wednesday 24 October 2018.  And Did Those Feet 
Venue     Macron Stadium. Horwich 
 

Theatre Group small group outings 
Last Tuesday 3 group members went to Oldham Lyceum to see A Taste of Honey. Many of you will 

remember the Film starring Dora Bryan & Rita Tushingham. A dark drama with stunning performances from 

Max Runham (Geoff -the gay guy) and Phil Rowson (Peter- the mum’s boyfriend). More details and 

pictures are on the Leyland U3At facebook group. 

Another small group went to see Three Billboards at the  

 

We have four “secret” Leyland U3A facebook groups for small group outings, to be arranged between 

members. These are for trips to the Theatre, Films, Concerts and Ballet. These groups are only visible to 

Leyland U3A members who have signed up for them. Your details are kept private. If you have a spare 

ticket for a concert or would like to know if anyone is going to see a film, this is the place to look. It is very 

simple to join these groups. Ask Christine Hoey at the theatre group table.   

 

 

Visits  
   

 
Review: May Tapas Cruise 

Lovely weather, fine food and good company.  So where had we been?  On a canal cruise with Tapas 
along the Leeds/Liverpool canal. We all met up and cast off promptly at 12.30p.m. 
 
Soon after the food started to be served – and kept on coming – and there was plenty of it.  Six tapas in all 
- baked camembert, garlic mushrooms, vegetable paella, salt/pepper chicken, patatas bravas and 
barbecued ribs. There was also a bar and my glass of sangria went down a treat. 
 
What a relaxing afternoon!  Looking out on meadows, bluebell banks, not forgetting the livestock - grazing 
cows and sheep.  We also saw ducks, geese and swans along the way. 
 
The staff were friendly and accommodating. 
 
After we'd eaten, we moved around tables chatting, and I'm sure some new friendships were formed.  Pam 
had organised a light-hearted music quiz to round off the trip. 
 
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the trip with very complimentary comments to Evelyn who had organised it. 
The lovely weather we enjoyed gave it that extra zing. 
Jenny Sage 
 

Review April: Avant Garden  
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On 16 April about 20 of us visited Avant Gardens, Wigan Road, Leyland for a demonstration on how to put 
together hanging baskets.  Dianne, one of the twins who works there, really gave us all the details we 
would ever need to grow a beautiful arrangement of flowers (or herbs, or even tomatoes) in a basket to 
hang from the walls of our homes or on our fences.  Her enthusiasm was infectious and we left feeling we 
could do anything with some compost, a few plants and an interesting hanging container. 
 
Basically, all we seemed to need was a basket of some kind, some ordinary potting compost (none of your 
high-cost fancy stuff!), some ‘water gel’ to help retain the moisture (essential in this heat wave!) and some 
general food granules.  Then came the decisions on what to plant in this magic compost-containing basket 
(in this instance, a large conical wicker basket) – and Dianne suggested starting with some small daffs in 
the centre.  This appealed to the Scot in me!  They could go in the garden once they had died back.  The 
basket was then filled up with little violas.  Other plants available at that time of year were ranunculas (not 
hardy), trailing Ivy and pansies.  We were shown how to pinch out the tops of the plants to ‘thicken’ them 
up. 
 
Not only is there a wide choice of plants to use during the late spring and summer, but there is also a wide 
variety of containers to choose from ranging from traditional metal baskets with a kind of straw lining to 
sophisticated solid plastic baskets with push-out ‘doors’ to let the plant grow throw the wall and retain the 
soil in place. 
 
It was an enjoyable afternoon and most of us ended up having a good look around the beautiful, well kept 
plants available for sale – and many took some home! 
Janet Thomas 
On 16 April about 20 of us visited Avant Gardens, Wigan Road, Leyland for a demonstration on how to put 
together hanging baskets.  Dianne, one of the twins who works there, really gave us all the details we 
would ever need to grow a beautiful arrangement of flowers (or herbs, or even tomatoes) in a basket to 
hang from the walls of our homes or on our fences.  Her enthusiasm was infectious and we left feeling we 
could do anything with some compost, a few plants and an interesting hanging container. 
 
Basically, all we seemed to need was a basket of some kind, some ordinary potting compost (none of your 
high-cost fancy stuff!), some ‘water gel’ to help retain the moisture (essential in this heat wave!) and some 
general food granules.  Then came the decisions on what to plant in this magic compost-containing basket 
(in this instance, a large conical wicker basket) – and Dianne suggested starting with some small daffs in 
the centre.  This appealed to the Scot in me!  They could go in the garden once they had died back.  The 
basket was then filled up with little violas.  Other plants available at that time of year were ranunculas (not 
hardy), trailing Ivy and pansies.  We were shown how to pinch out the tops of the plants to ‘thicken’ them 
up. 
 
Not only is there a wide choice of plants to use during the late spring and summer, but there is also a wide 
variety of containers to choose from ranging from traditional metal baskets with a kind of straw lining to 
sophisticated solid plastic baskets with push-out ‘doors’ to let the plant grow throw the wall and retain the 
soil in place. 
 
It was an enjoyable afternoon and most of us ended up having a good look around the beautiful, well kept 
plants available for sale – and many took some home! 
Janet Thomas 
 
 
Review: March Conishead Priory & Ulverston  
In March 33 members went on a trip to the Buddhist Centre at Conishead Priory near Ulverston.  
Our guide was Geoff, a very calm, quietly-spoken man, who has lived in the community for many years. 

First, he told us the history of the Priory. Originally a 12th century Augustinian priory, founded as a hospital 

for the poor, in 1537 it was seized and demolished by the Crown and a house was built on the site. The 

house became home to various wealthy families, the most influential being the Braddylls, who lived there 

for almost two centuries. In 1821, Col Thomas Braddyll had the house rebuilt. It took 15 years to complete 

this Gothic mansion and £140,000 of his fortune. He then made heavy financial losses in Durham coal 

mines, was declared bankrupt and was forced to sell the property. It became a hydropathic hotel, a 
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convalescent home for miners and during WW II the largest military hospital in the North West. In 1972, the 

house and contents were sold. It stood empty for five years until it was rescued from dereliction by the 

Buddhist community. They are still renovating the house, but the hub of the community is the magnificent 

Temple for World Peace, which they have built in the grounds. 

 

This was the first Kadampa Temple to be built and it houses the largest bronze statue of Buddha to be cast 

in the West. Buddhist statues are hollow, but filled with ‘spiritually meaningful items’. The temple was built 

according to a traditional design, but is modern, light and airy with beautiful adornments: truly a feast for 

your eyes and a very peaceful space. We had many questions to ask Geoff, about the temple, Buddhism in 

general and how their community was run. Before long it was time to try a short meditation session.  Think 

many people gained something from this and will possibly practice the techniques some more. 

Next stop Ulverston, where a group of us visited the Laurel and Hardy museum. Stan Laurel was born in 

Ulverston. The museum was full of information and memorabilia about his life and partnership with Oliver 

Hardy.  A bronze statue of them stands outside the Coronation Hall. 

 

Thanks to everyone who supported the trip especially our drivers Hilary and Dave 
Ann France 

 

Future planned visits 

Friday 29 June  Gemini Retail Park      Hilary 

Cost £5.00, Transport only. Tickets available 

Tuesday 17 July  Blackpool Ice Show. 7pm performance    Jenny 

Cost £23.00. Minibus, SOLD OUT 

Friday 17th August  Southport Flower Show     Pam 

Cost £21.00. Minibus, tickets available 

Wednesday 19 Sept  Lion Saltworks & Anderton Boat Lift   Trevor 

Cost £15.00, Minibus, SOLD OUT 

Tuesday 16 October  Arley Hall & Gardens      Barry 

Cost £18.00  Minibus. Tickets available  

Saturday 24 November Betfair Chase Day Haydock Park     Pam 

Cost £5 minibus, £14 entry on the day. Tickets available   

  

Tuesday 18 December Beauty & the Beast Chorley Pantomime   Jenny  

   Cost £9. Car share tickets available   

Please see Evelyn, Barry and Christine at the visits table for more details of available visits.  In order 
to book a place (ne on a trip, you need to pay.  Cheque payable to Leyland U3A preferred.  Cash 
also accepted. 

Walking Group 
 
Since our gentle stroll round Withnell Fold I've been researching a couple of walks.  However, I've put 

Great Hill on hold as I felt it was a bit long, (although it was a hot day), and my attempt to walk along the 
River Brock from Beacon Fell was going well until I met a field of bullocks.  So this month's walk will be 
round Haigh Hall Country Park - a gentle but slightly longer walk at 5.5 miles.  Normal meeting 
arrangements – Tesco Click and Collect at 10:00a.m. on June 21, to sort out car shares.  We will be 

aiming for Haigh Hall Country Park – car parking charges apply! 
Regards 
Alan Fairey 
 
Do you have ideas for any other new groups?  If anyone is interested in setting up a new group, or in 

awakening an old group which no longer exists, we really want to help you to get started.  Contact our 

Groups Coordinator, Teresa Ball, teresa@teamball.eu or ask any committee member to put you in touch 
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with her.  And check out the Groups available at the tables in the meeting room at Fox Lane when you go 

to the next Monthly Meeting there – you may find something there that would interest you.  If not – then let 

us know what you would like to take part in. 

News to interest Leyland U3A members with green fingers! 
South Ribble Borough Council has relaunched the Community Garden on Bannister Drive (formerly the 
Giant Veggie Patch).  The area will be tidied up by the Community Payback team and various beds will be 
taken over by residents and Community Groups. A Gardener, Tom will look after the garden one day a 
week.  The Garden is a haven for wildlife – a Cinnabar moth was seen last week while four of us were there 
clearing the three beds taken over by Leyland U3A and a Goldcrest has also been spotted. 
 
Would some of our members like to come down to help ‘plan and plant’ or simply to sit in the sun? There is 
a huge polytunnel, storage sheds and a toilet.  Gardeners, birdwatchers or photographers may be 
interested in using the space. 
Leyland U3A has reserved raised beds nos. 16,17 and 18.  We can grow veg, herbs, fruit or flowers and 4 
members sorted them out last week! (see pics below).  If you are interested in using the site, contact Andy 
andyv49@live.co.uk.  

https://www.facebook.com/giantveggiepatch/ 

 

  
 

Before     Getting there!     DONE!! 
 
 
 

Ukulele Group  
We are collecting names for the next Ukulele Beginners Course.  It’ will be a SIX week course run 
fortnightly.  The course is for complete novices who are willing to put the time in to learn this fun instrument.   
After completing the course, graduates can move on to the main Ukulele group. This now meets weekly, on 
Wednesday at 1.30pm in the ballroom at Prospect House 

 

Contact Ian Barrow at the monthly meeting or on ukeleylanders@gmail.com 

 

mailto:andyv49@live.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/giantveggiepatch/
mailto:ukeleylanders@gmail.com
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The U3A Head Office issues a monthly newsletter (not to be confused with this, far more relevant & 
superior one of course!)  If you wish to receive notification each time the National U3A Trust produces a 
newsletter please go to www.u3a.org.uk/about/newsletter and sign up. 
 
 

OTHER LOCAL EVENTS 

Tuesday 26 June, Leyland Library 2:00p.m. – 3:30p.m. 
Leyland Library are Celebrating the Right to Vote.  In 1928 the Representation of the People Act gave all 
men and women over 21 the right to vote. 
There will be a debate and tea and biscuits.  Period costume is optional!  All are welcome 
 
Monday 27 August from 11:00a.m., Fox Lane Open Day  
This is a very relaxed and enjoyable day at Fox Lane.  We have a 'stand' to promote Leyland U3A.  We 
give out leaflets and talk to current and potential new members.  Mainly we sit in our gazebo and socialise.  
If you can spare an hour, or all day, to help please contact Pam at the Theatre Group table at the 
Wednesday meeting on 13 June. 
 

With best wishes, 
Janet Thomas, Editor 

 

http://www.u3a.org.uk/about/newsletter

