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Welcome to the 

March 2018 Newsletter 

And Welcome to Spring! 

Forget the snow and the 

‘Beast from the East’– enjoy 

life with Leyland U3A 

 

Monthly Meetings from March to June 2018will be: 

 

14 March  Yorkshire Tea Fun by Jonathan Carswell. 

11 April Tiger Muffin Soaps by Matthew Lepp on behalf of his family who make handmade soaps 

and bodycare products. 

9 May  Community Radio in Lancashire by Brian Ashman. 

Brian Phillip Ashman has been a director with the company Leyland Community Radio the 

longest, being appointed on 22 December 2014. 

13 June Social Event – AGM and Bake-Off 

 

Please do come early and/or stay behind after the speaker has finished so that you can socialise and 

have a look at all the Group Tables.  There are many different Groups now within Leyland U3A – you 

might find something you have wanted to do all your life!  Speak to the people at any of the tables and you 

may be inspired! 

 

February Speaker Meeting “Scam Awareness” 

Sue Turley and Lois Pell gave a talk on Scam Awareness.  Older people are often seen as soft targets by 

scammers due to age, isolation and emotional factors.  Also, as one member of the audience pointed out, 

many have cash available after retiring. 
 

The speakers highlighted many common scams which can arrive by email, telephone or in the post.  These 

are often realistic and plausible.  U3A members cited fake communications which seemed to be from Sky, 

HMRC, Banks, Microsoft, BT, Catalogues, Lottery and Prize Draws and Charities.  Then there are the 

tradesmen, working around the corner, offering to fix roof tiles, drives, fences.  It seems like everyone is trying 

to get their hands on our hard-earned pensions. 

- Don’t give any personal information out.  There is no need to speak to unwanted callers. 

- Tell someone if you are worried.  You are in the U3A, you are not alone. 

- Try a call blocking service. 

- Contact your email provider, Citizens Advice, Trading Standards or Local Police if you spot a scam. 

- Tick the box on the electoral register saying you don’t want your details shown. 

Lots of information was given, but many people could not hear one of the Speakers. 
 

[SIDEBAR TITLE] 
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FACEBOOK Page.  Nearly a quarter of our membership is on Facebook.  All registered members have 

access to post on this page.  Please use it as a social forum and feel free to share ideas, photos, what your 

groups have been up to or just have a laugh.  You can also set up group chats or message other members.  

This could be useful for co-ordinators to contact members quickly. 

Please carry your membership card – and your coffee money with you when you attend the main 

monthly meeting (the second Wednesday of each month) and/or when you 

attend any group meeting(s).  When you attend the monthly meeting or group 

meetings you will need to pay £1 towards venue costs.  If there are no venue 

costs e.g. walking, or when a meeting is in a member’s home, there are no 

meeting fees to pay.  A contribution for refreshments will be agreed between 

members and their host. 
 

Coffee and Chat 
“Coffee and chat” sessions will be at 2:30 p.m. on the first Friday of each month at the Roccoco Café, Chapel 
Brow.  Come along, chat, ask questions and enjoy a brew in this friendly café.  And bring a friend who might 
be interested in joining Leyland U3A.  The next two meetings will be Friday 6 April 2018 and Friday 4 May 
2018. 
 

Offers of help and Requests from Leyland U3A members 

If you can offer to do anything for members who need some help – a bit of gardening, 

some shopping, give someone a lift etc. please contact the committee through the 

website.  See P.A.T.H. below. 

P.A.T.H. – People Able to Help 

This group consists of a pool of members – those who are willing to help, in 
any capacity, to give our meetings a friendly, supportive atmosphere and 
those who need help. 

Several members have already come forward and started to help with putting 
chairs away and generally helping before and after the monthly Wednesday meetings.  
Please keep volunteering.  It is nice to know we have such generous people in our midst and we 
thank all those who have come forward so far. 

Areas of help will include:- 

• Putting chairs out before and away after meetings 

• Making the tea and coffee 

• Meeting and Greeting 

• Welcoming new members and showing them around 

•  

• Running the raffle 

• Assisting committee members 

It doesn’t have to be restricted to the monthly meeting.  If you have any useful skills you would like to offer, 
please let us know what you could do and how much time you can offer. 

• Do you have I.T. skills to share? – PC., iPad or Smartphone 

• Are you a good photographer? – take images for the web page and newsletter 

• If you are a member of a group, could you assist the co-ordinator? 

• Could you help to set up a new group? 

Or, would you fancy being on the Committee?  We still have vacancies.  If you are interested, please let the 
chairman, Edward Almond know, or email Teresa Ball at teresa@teamball.eu  

Can 

someone 

help – 

please? 

mailto:teresa@teamball.eu
file:///C:/Users/Pam/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/LiveComm/c378b463d697b11f/120712-0049/Att/2007cdb1/teresa@teamball.eu
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GROUPS 

Please check the website – https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/ for the latest available news 

of Groups.  Please also visit the website to see the numerous photos of Leyland U3A members 

enjoying themselves at many events.  Who says ‘old’ folk are a miserable lot?  Not in Leyland we’re 

not! 

 

Do you have ideas for any other new groups?  If anyone is interested in setting up a new group, or in 

awakening an old group which no longer exists, we really want to help you to get started.  Contact our 

Groups Coordinator, Teresa Ball, teresa@teamball.eu or ask any committee member to put you in touch 

with her.  And check out the Groups available at the tables in the meeting room at Fox Lane when you go 

to the next Monthly Meeting there – you may find something there that would interest you.  If not – then let 

us know what you would like to take part in. 

 

Archery: 

The Archery group braved the wrath of "The Beast of the East" on Monday last to register their first shoot of 
2018.  Despite dire weather predictions it was quite pleasant behind the shelter belt of trees at Midge Hall 
Methodist Church.  When the sun decided to poke its head out from behind the clouds it got rather warm. 
It's surprising how soon the body heat builds up when repeatedly drawing a bow. 
Jim Porter 

 

Art Group 

Low numbers in the Art Group and the death of our coordinator’s mother, mean that we had to put the planned 
Steve Williams event off for now – until at least April.  For future meetings please look at the Groups section 
on the Leyland U3A website. 
Dave Hambley 

 

Belly Dancing 

There will be no Belly Dancing class after the March meeting due to holidays.  The class will be back as usual 
after the April meeting.  This will take place at Fox Lane Cricket Club from 1:00p.m. – 2:00p.m. on 
Wednesdays – immediately after the monthly meeting.  It would be helpful if you could email Teresa 
(teresa@teamball.eu ) to say you will attend, just so we have an idea of numbers. 
Please wear comfortable clothing and bring water. 
Teresa Ball 
 

Boccia (Interested? Call Andy on 07909-534885) 
Gotcha-Botcha! (Boccia) taster session on Friday 9 March had 17 people from the U3A turn up to LEARN, 

LIVE & LAUGH.  As an added bonus, there was a lot of FUN also!  The new Boccia balls were ably used in 

this intriguing soft ball paralympic sport.  Massive THANKYOU to Tony Edmonds who came at short notice 

all the way from Blackpool and brought extra sets of balls, paddles, markers etc.  He has been manager and 

co-founder of Blackpool Boccia Club for the past 5 years having national players from 30+ disabled members.  

Everyone who attended played several competitive games and unanimously agreed to let Andy Vurley 

arrange future sessions.  Andy will act as start-up co-ordinator for the new Boccia group. 

 

Boules 

After a successful taster last year and with spring not too far away I would 
like to know how many folk would be interested in just social participation 
and also in a more competitive team element in the Croston league. 

 

Of course we could combine both if a venue requires a team and has the 
facility for lunch and beverages.  Either way call/text me on 07909-534885 
or e-mail me at andyv49@live.co.uk or Facebook me at Andy Vurley 
 

 

Bridge Club 

https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/
mailto:teresa@teamball.eu
mailto:andyv49@live.co.uk
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Both Cathy Jones and her husband Alan have been in hospital but should be back home by now.  We hope 

they are feeling much better.  Bridge club members will get an email before the next meeting on 20 March. 

The Bridge club is not currently taking new members, but email  Cathy at  alanjones61@sky.com if you are 
interested  
Cathy Jones 

 

Board and Board Games Group: 
The games we play are often dictated by the number of people who come along.  Most board games are for 
four players, some for six and some for any number.  Thanks to Judith and David Veevers we were introduced 
this past month to Mexican Train, for up to eight players, which they described as the very opposite to a 
domino game we have often played, called Honest John (played with buttons instead of pennies!).  It was 
very enjoyable once we all got the hang of it. 
Anne Richardson 

 

Dining Out Group: 

In December (which seems ages ago) we went to a Murder Mystery at Shaw Hill.  I have never been to one 
before so I was a bit apprehensive.  It was out of my comfort zone – all linen table cloths and a plethora of 
glasses!  I even had to wear a dress which I had to buy specially (honest!).  I need not have worried as it 
turned out to be a very enjoyable evening.  The food was lovely and served by cheerful helpful staff.  The 
murder itself was beyond me as I fall asleep during Midsomer Murders and miss all the clues but I do love all 
those pretty sunny villages.  I thought I was in with a chance as I was sitting by a retired Police Officer but 
sadly he didn't solve it!  I think a good time was had by all and no one will notice if I wear the same dress if 
we return! 
 

In January we went to the Fox Holes – always a favourite.  It was themed as a European night so I was 
expecting peppers, tomatoes, fish, rice dishes and pasta so I was surprised to end up with cottage pie and 
sticky toffee pudding.  Still, I suppose we are still in Europe.  The menu seemed a bit random and not quite 
the usual high standard.  However, we won't hold that against them as it is exceedingly good value and it is 
always lovely watching the students learning their trade. 
 

In February, for the third year running, we celebrated Chinese New Year at The Beijing on Chapel Brow.  
The food here is always good and Jackie the Manager is so nice.  I think it helped that it was organised by 
Mary who knows him personally so I think we got extra special food!  It was busier than previous years so 
we didn't have the same attention but it was still a good night.  I think it's the year of the Dog.  I'm a rabbit so 
that makes me all soft and fluffy! 
 

In March we are having afternoon tea and a tiddlywinks competition at Linda's house on Golden Hill Lane. 
This is a charity event for Rosemere cost £12 pound so do turn up for that March 21st from 2:00p.m. onwards. 
 

The Pub Lunch Group  
This is the dining out group’s new ‘little sister’ and is very new.  The 
philosophy behind it is simple.  If you enjoy a pub lunch and talking to 
friends, just turn up!  It is very informal in that there is no head count, no 
deposits or choosing food beforehand.  We meet on the 4th Tuesday of 
the month between 12:30 – 1:00 p.m. as some pubs stop serving at 
2:00p.m.  Order and pay for what you want.  There have only been two 
so far but actually only one took place due to unforeseen circumstances.  
The Plough could not cater for us and I do apologise to those people 

who turned up, despite the weather, and may have been annoyed.  I do hope this will not put you off as I'm 
sure the chances of a funeral party happening at another lunch should be pretty remote. 
 

Future Pub lunch dates: 

27 March we will meet at Old Leyland Gates 

24 April Eagle and Child Church Road Leyland 

22 May Midge Hall 
26 June The Lion (Wetherspoon’s) Hough Lane 

 

mailto:alanjones61@sky.com
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I want to keep the Pub Lunch activities local at the moment and I have been to all these pubs but they do 
change hands and quality as well.  Please be patient while we try and establish this new group and I will be 
grateful for any suggestions. 

 

If you want to talk to me my land line is 01772 421366 and my mobile is 07890289899  
email janice.mclean@whatsthescore.co.uk but do bear in mind I'm not very techy literate! 
Janice McLean 

 

Geocaching: 

Geocaching is an exciting, modern day version of treasure hunting.  You try to find caches; the coordinator, 

Peter Higgins, has hidden 40. 

 

To join in, you need a mobile phone and to sign up with www.geocaching.com  Signing up is free. 

See Coordinator Peter Higgins or email peterhiggins456@gmail.com for more details. 
 

Growing and Using Herbs 

Marian Crossley is the new coordinator of this group.  She writes –  
Since the start of the Herb Group it was very kindly hosted and coordinated by Gill Whittaker who, sadly, had 
to give up this role late 2017.  We thank Gill for her hard work over this period.  In the interim we have been 
hosted by Pam Carroll, but we are pleased to say that we now have a permanent home – details below: 
 

The Herb Group meets monthly on the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 10:30a.m. – 12:30p.m. 
 

Venue: -  Community Room 

Northbrook Gardens 

Off Bannister Drive 

Leyland PR25 2XS 

 

Although the Sat Nav will take you to Bannister Drive, in order to access the Community Room you need to 
use Headley Road for access. 
 

Over the last few months we have continued to discuss herbs.  During the February meeting we considered 
some Herbs/Spices used in Chinese cooking, specifically Star Anise and Fennel seeds, essential ingredients 
in Five Spice.  Our March meeting is considering Mint which has multiple medicinal and culinary uses. 
 

You can find out what we are due to discuss at our monthly meetings via our group web page.  Don't worry 
if you don't know much about growing or using herbs, that is what we are about - everyone does their own 
research on the individual herbs and we share our information. 
 

We look forward to seeing you at our new venue. 
Marian Crossley 

 

The Knitting, Crochet and Craft group 

We’ve had a busy start to the year with many of the group members working on new projects.  Some of us 
began a group project to knit ourselves a pair of gloves, and most of these are now halfway completed and 
we are very proud of our beautiful handiwork. 
 

Ever keen to contribute to charitable causes, we have found now that our box of hats and scarves for 
Christmas Shoeboxes for 2018 is quite literally overflowing, and really does need to be taken to the 
distribution centre for storage until the end of the year – thank you to all who contributed! 
 

Our new project of making twiddlemuffs for dementia patients is still ongoing and is open to the wider Leyland 
U3A community should anyone wish to join in. 
 

As we begin March, we’re turning our thoughts more toward Springtime, and we’ll begin knitting Easter chicks 
and Bunnies as gifts for family and friends. 
 

We meet each Wednesday (except for monthly meeting dates) in Northbrook House, Northbrook Road, 
Leyland.  If you already knit, crochet or are a crafter, or if you’d like to learn a new skill, come along and join 
us to make your own things or join in group projects – you’ll be most welcome! 

mailto:janice.mclean@whatsthescore.co.uk
http://www.geocaching.com/
mailto:peterhiggins456@gmail.com
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Kim Whittle 

 

Philosophy Group Our discussion on 5 March on 'the nature of reality' left us a little less sure of reality 
than when we started, but we still think there is a real world as well as the world our senses tell about. 
 

As 2 April is Easter Monday, our room at Northbrook Gardens has been booked for 2:00 – 4:00p.m. on 
Monday 26 March instead, when the discussion will be on 'Our multi-cultural society: where does the 
shoe pinch?'. 
 

There is also a bank holiday on Monday 7 May, so our room at Northbrook Gardens is booked for Monday 
30 April instead at 2:00 -4:00p.m. – topic to be decided. 
 

Do join us if you are interested in lively discussions and 'doing things with words'. 
Alastair Thomas. 
 

P.U.D Club 

A small, and hopefully shrinking group of dieters, who would like to lose weight, but this is not the 

most important thing in their lives.  Cartmel sticky toffee pudding will be consumed at the meeting 

on 20 March!  No new members allowed to join that week.  Meetings Tuesday mornings – usually 

at 9.45a.m.  For further details email carropam@live.co,uk 

 

The Rambling Group  

The last walk: The Ramblers walk in February was around Rufford.  Fourteen of us set off on a 
cold, dry but extremely windy day to Rufford, where we parked at Mere Sands Wood, a Lancashire 
Wildlife Trust reserve.  We learnt that the lake at Mere Sands Wood was originally joined with those 
at Martin Mere and at the Leisure Lakes to form the largest freshwater lake in England.  We then 
set off past the Cricket ground towards the Rufford Branch of the Leeds – Liverpool canal.  Having 
negotiated the perils of the traffic on the A59 we joined the canal towpath.  The branch runs towards 
Tarleton where boats can cross the Ribble to reach the Lancaster canal, but we didn’t see any traffic 
along the canal.  We soon came to Rufford’s two marinas where there are a surprising number of 
boats – narrow boats, wide beam barges and houseboats.  Continuing along the canal we soon 
came to Rufford Old Hall on the opposite bank.  Here we paused to reflect upon the history of the 
Hesketh family who originally built the Hall in the 16th Century, but the name came to more national 
prominence when the Formula 1 Hesketh Racing team, funded by Lord Hesketh had one Grand 
Prix win, driven by James Hunt. 
 

Having crossed back over the A59, we made our way back to Mere Sands Wood and went for a well deserved 
lunch at the Hesketh Arms in Rufford. 
Alan Fairey 

 

The Next Walk: Our next walk, on Thursday 15 March, will be in the area around 
Hoghton Tower.  Alan Fairey and I have done a recce starting at the Royal Oak 
in Riley Green.  According to a write-up of the walk from Lancashire Life it is a 
4.5 mile walk but we think it is a little longer.  It took us 2.5 hours to get back to 
the pub where we had a pleasant snack lunch. 
 

There is a short section of the walk along the main road, followed by a mile or two 
along the tow path of the Leeds – Liverpool canal before we cross the main road to Blackburn near 
Feniscowles and then we cross farm land and fields to reach the River Darwen and follow it downstream for 
about 3/4 mile.  Here we would recommend you have your camera as you will be in for a big surprise if you 
haven't walked here before. 
 

Owing to the recent snow and rain this area is quite wet so boots, rather than stout shoes, are the order of 
the day.  Alan found his walking pole useful and I wished I had brought something similar.  From the river 
there is a sharpish climb up from Hoghton Bottoms before we cross the railway line and walk around Hoghton 
Towers boundary wall.  We then cross the main drive to the Tower before rising to fields once more from 
where we have direct line of sight to a lighting tree.  Once that is reached the welcome sight of the Royal Oak 
in front of us with but a few hundred yards to sustenance and comfort. 

mailto:carropam@live.co,uk
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The landlady of the pub asked us to let her know how many would be eating so that we can all sit 
together.  I would, therefore, be grateful if you can let me know if you intend to join us. 
 
As previously, we will meet up in the Tesco car park, near the Clic and Collect, at 9:45 for a 10:00a.m. start. 
 
A bit more effort than our last walk will be required as there are hills to climb and tracks to descend.  
Sometimes going down is harder than going up.  There are also one or two stiles to climb over. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all. 
 
Roger Taylor 

 
  

The Reading Group 

We meet on the first Thursday of the month at the Roccoco Coffee Lounge, Chapel Brow, Leyland, at 
2:00p.m.  Since Christmas we have discussed two books, Perfect by Rachel Joyce and Secret Scriptures 
by Sebastian Barry, both books providing a variety of opinions. 
 

We always enjoy a lively discussion, if sometimes deviating from the subject in hand!  At the moment we are 
in the process of deciding on the list for the next twelve months from the books on offer at the library.  
Everyone can put forward suggestions to promote a varied selection with, hopefully, something to suit 
everyone.  In either April or May we are planning to have a lunch before the official meeting and new members 
are always welcome. 
Val Seddon 
 

Scottish Dancing.  email David Darbyshire on tamfoot@hotmail.co.uk or telephone 01772 914042 if you 
are interested in joining this new group  
 

The Theatre Group meets in the downstairs café at the Methodist Church Hall, 

Turpin Green Lane.  There is plenty of free parking!   Meetings are at 2:00 p.m. on 

the second Friday of every month.  Our next meetings will be Friday 13 April. 
 

As usual, please bring diaries and cheque books as we need to confirm numbers for 

shows  

 
 

 

Future Theatre Visits: 

Saturday 7 April 2018  East is East  

Venue Bolton Octagon – 2:00p.m. – sold out. 

If you wish to be placed on the waiting list, please contact Pam Carroll at 

carropam@live.co.uk asap. 
 

Wednesday 9 May 2018 – 5:50p.m. for meal and 7:30p.m. for Show 

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 

Book by Rachel Sheinkin, Music by William Finn 
 

Venue Foxholes Restaurant and Amanda Roocroft Theatre, Runshaw College, Leyland 

** Tickets available –** SOLD OUT ** 

Please email Pam if you wish to be added to the waiting list 

£15 for 3 course meal and play** 

At our Theatre Group meeting on Friday 9 March we discussed and selected the following shows:- 

 

Saturday 23 June 2018   Summer Holiday. 

Venue    Bolton Octagon 2:00p.m. (includes bus ride around Bolton) 

 

 
  

mailto:tamfoot@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:carropam@live.co.uk
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Tuesday 24 July 2018  The Three Musketeers. 
Venue Dukes Theatre, Lancaster 7:15p.m. (outdoor performance at 

Williamson Park) 

 

Wednesday 15 August 2018 An Officer and a Gentleman 
Venue    Manchester Opera House, matinee 
 
Tuesday 4 September  Last Tango in Whitby. 
Venue    Chorley Little Theatre.  
 
Confirmation that tickets are available and of times, prices and other pertinent information 
will be available from Pam at the Theatre Group table on Wednesday.  Please bring cheque 
books if you wish to book any of these events  
 
Many thanks to Ian Barrow for all his work on our Theatre Group’s webpage.  If you haven't already done 
so, have a look here https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/theatre-visits/ for news of future meetings, shows 
and tickets. 
 

You can also see reviews of shows we have seen here: 
https://u3aleylandblog.wordpress.com/category/theatre/ 
 

REVIEWS 

A Christmas Carol – Bolton Octagon, Thursday 7 December 2017 

The theatre group enjoyed another visit to the Octagon Theatre in 

Bolton, this time to see ‘A Christmas Carol’.  Most people are familiar 

with the tale of the wealthy yet miserly Ebenezer Scrooge, who is 

forced to see the error of his ways and reform his character after being 

visited by three spirits who show him what once was, what is now and 

what is yet to come.  However, Bolton’s take on the ‘old’ story was 

perfect to lift the mood in preparation for the festivities. 

 
Associate director Ben Occhipinti blends the traditional with the modern helped by Rob Hiley’s musical score.  
A piano and violin are coupled with an electric guitar and onstage synthesizer and are particularly effective 
in a couple of the darker scenes.  In contrast, there are lovely renditions by the whole cast of more well-
known carols such as Deck the Halls, Silent Night, In the Bleak Midwinter and Here We Come a Wassailing. 
 

Marc Small’s Scrooge heads a small cast of actor-singers who each play many parts.  This could lead to 
confusion, but it is to their credit that each one is endowed with sufficient individuality for this not to be an 
issue.  As Bob Cratchitt, Richard Colvin succeeds in showing the naïve innocence of the character, and as 
both Mrs Fezziwig and The Ghost of Christmas Present, Sue Devaney is exceptionally good and brings much 
humour to the production.  There are several young people in the cast and they add a poignancy to many 
scenes.  The mute ghost of Christmas Future certainly takes on a terrifying quality when played by a small 
girl at a graveside. 
 

Despite being written 170 years ago, one man’s redemption embodies the spirit of Christmas – a time for 
charity and open hearts.  This uplifting production manages to combine the moral tale which is at its heart 
with a bit of Christmas magic. 
Review by NRT 

 

  

https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/theatre-visits/
https://u3aleylandblog.wordpress.com/category/theatre/
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Our Teacher's a Troll – Amanda Roocroft Theatre, Runshaw College, Wednesday 31 January 2018 

On the wet and windy evening of 31 January, twenty-one intrepid theatre goers went to Runshaw College to 

wine, dine and see a performance of "Our Teacher's a Troll".  What could this be play be about, we 

wondered, apart from a teacher and a troll?  Well, after a fairly acceptable meal in a rather chilly dining room, 

we moved across to the Amanda Roocroft Theatre and all was revealed. 
 

Originally written as a short story by Dennis Kelly in 2009, when being performed as a play it has a small cast 

of two to three actors who multi-role and, although referred to, the troll is never seen.  However, on this 

occasion the director, Andy Newman, had decided to cast 16 of his students in his production to work in an 

ensemble and physical theatre approach.  So, in true ensemble style, all the cast were on the stage for the 

whole performance, appearing as students, teachers, reporter, criminals and politicians.  There was also the 

challenge to ‘become’ a mechanical digger, to sing harmonies for an a capella version of a well-known Queen 

song and the creation of a ten foot, threatening, moving troll. 
 

Well, we hadn't known what to expect and what we saw was indeed a surprise and took some time to 

understand what was happening.  Our post visit meeting provoked much discussion, but in the main the 

comments were positive and full of admiration for the students.  The level of their concentration, skill in moving 

into many and varied groups and their characterisation of the many roles they played and the enthusiasm 

they showed for this kind of theatre was admirable.  I am sure that they were all relieved that their rehearsals 

of this non-curricular play had paid off so well. 
 

It was a very interesting theatre evening and I thoroughly enjoyed every minute and would give a BAFTA to 

everyone involved. 
 

The Plot?  Oh! A teacher worn out and driven mad by the persistent Why? Why? Why? of her pupils is 

replaced by a troll who loves gold, biting off the heads of children and gives them a "hard time"  The pupils’ 

dilemma is how to persuade the troll to leave.  Finally, they realise that perhaps by using their usual Why? or 

Ack? Ack? (in troll language) tactics could do the trick.  And it did!  Did they learn a lesson and improve their 

behaviour?  We can only hope so. 

Review by JK 

 

Ukulele Group 

The Ukelele Group.  The Ukeleylanders' Christmas song performance at Midge Hall Church was very well 
received and we were well fed with mince pies afterwards.  The test of the new sound equipment was a 
success and Edward will no longer need to shout at the monthly meetings as the system is able to amplify 
his voice adequately.  It should also address the concern of not being able to hear the monthly speaker. 

 

The next Ukulele Beginners Course is due to start on the 4April.  It’s a SIX week course run fortnightly.  The 
course is for complete novices who are willing to put the time in to learn this fun instrument.  I have a few 
places left and I can also add potential players to a waiting list.  
 

I’ll be at the next monthly meeting of they can contact me on ukeleylanders@gmail.com 

Ian Barrow 

 

Ukulele Coaching session 

In February, Clive 'Wiggy' Donaldson, who performed as a dancer on the legendary show The Hitman 
and Her, came to coach the Ukeleylanders in performance skills.  The session was great fun and gave us a 
much needed shake up!  We cracked the simple tricks, like copying someone in front, mirroring someone 
opposite, not standing directly behind one another and swaying in the same direction, so as to look like a 
group.  Dance steps, smiling and harmonising may take some of us a little longer to master. 
It was amazing how much our singing and confidence improved in such a short time.  Many thanks to Clive 
and we hope to see him again soon. 

 
  

mailto:ukeleylanders@gmail.com
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Visits Group 

The first visit of the year was to the last week of the sale at Boundary Mill. 

On arrival we were met by a member of staff who gave us all vouchers for 10% off and free drinks.  We then 
split up and explored the vast store, picking up bargains on the way.  As it was at the end of the sale as much 
as 70% was available on some items. 
 

Most people had a meal and then did more shopping, before returning to the mini bus where Hilary was 
happy to take us back to Leyland with all our bargains. 
A good day out on a snowy January day. 
 

Many thanks to Hilary for her driving. 
Evelyn Berry. 
 

World of Glass 

After a prompt start and safe journey we arrived and were met by our tour guide.  The first thing we saw as 

we entered was a magnificent chandelier weighing almost 2 tons.  This had been presented to World of Glass 

by Manchester airport and had taken 2 days to hang in 2008! 
 

Well, it was quite a busy day with lots to see and take in.  We started with a film show telling the story of glass 
and what made St Helens great from humble beginnings to rise to world class leader in glass making.  Our 
guide was really informative, chatting on our way as we progressed through to the Victorian furnace and 
underground tunnels built in 1887 by William Pilkington.  Hard hats were the order of the day.  We quickly 
realised how hard life must have been working underground in confined space, poor lighting and intensive 
heat. 
 

It was so cold on the day we visited that we next visited the café for a welcoming hot drink.  Before lunch we 
had a glass blowing demonstration.  It was fascinating to see a small ball of glass emerge into a multi coloured 
vase.  Think the fact that the glass blower was female worth a mention! 
 

Lunch followed when we met up with our afternoon guide.  She accompanied us around the exhibitions of 
glass from all around the world answering questions as we went.  There is an Artisan Gift shop for those who 
wanted some retail therapy.  One thing we all went away with was the realisation of what an important part 
glass plays in our everyday lives. 
Jenny Sage  

The Fred Dibnah Heritage Centre Saturday 3rd March 
2018 

This was an opportunity to visit the Heritage Centre 
before it closes at the end of March. The current 
proprietor of the museum, and resident of Fred’s house, 
is auctioning off the contents/exhibits of the museum on 
Saturday 17th March. This will be the last chance to obtain a memento and permanent reminder 
of Fred Dibnah.  
The weather was not particularly welcoming, it probably being the coldest day of the year, but 

nine hardy souls turned up at the appointed time. The proprietor, Leon Powsney, conducted the tour which 
was made extremely interesting through the very many amusing anecdotes about Fred, his mates and the 
many escapades they went through together.  
The tour included time in Fred’s workshop when there was an opportunity to buy a memento or two.  Also, a 
‘recovery period’ in Fred’s house, where a cup of hot tea/coffee was enjoyed by all in the welcoming warm 
house. 

Barry Price 

 

May I thank all those who braved the elements and helped to make the visit a success. 
Thanks to Hilary for calmly and efficiently driving us everywhere, on time, whatever the weather. 
Thanks to Ian for his much needed expertise on the posters and website. 
The whole visits organisers are a great team and work very hard.  (We don’t even get free tickets) so 
remember to be nice to us!) 
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Trips March 2018 to September 2018 

Trips are open to all members.  We have a book of posters with 

more details  

Minibus departs from Tesco, Towngate. Leyland. Bus stop A 

 

We would recommend that if you are going on a trip you sign up to Leyland U3A blog to get  last minute  

information on trips  

click here  then put your email address into the Follow box in the bottom right hand margin of the 

page (or go to https://u3aleylandblog.wordpress.com/)  

 

 

Planned trips            Organiser 

Wednesday 21March Conishead Priory & Ulverston (2 tickets left)   Ann 

Cost £15 includes entry, guided tour & minibus (two) 

Monday 16 April  Hanging Basket Demonstration (Avant Gardns)   Janet 

 Cost £ 2.00 includes entry. Carshare or walk.  places available 

Tuesday 22 May  Canal Cruise, Tapas & Quiz       Evelyn 

Cost £22.50. Minibus, 8 tickets  available 

Friday 29 June  Gemini Retail Park       Hilary 

Cost £5.00, Transport only. Minibus. Tickets available 

Tuesday 17 July  Blackpool Ice Show. 7:00p.m. performance    Jenny 

Cost £23.00. Minibus, 8 tickets  available 

Friday 17th August  Southport Flower Show      Pam 

Cost £21.00. Minibus, 8 tickets  available 

Wednesday 19 September Lion Saltworks & Anderton Boat Lift    Trevor 

Cost £15.00, Minibus, tickets available 

. 
 

 

The U3A Head Office issues a monthly newsletter (not to be confused with this, far more relevant & 
superior one of course!)  If you wish to receive notification each time the National U3A Trust produces a 
newsletter please go to www.u3a.org.uk/about/newsletter and sign up. 
 

With best wishes, 
Janet Thomas, Editor 

 

https://u3aleylandblog.wordpress.com/
https://u3aleylandblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.u3a.org.uk/about/newsletter
http://sharingsolution.com/2012/10/13/agreements-for-sharing/

