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Welcome to the May 2017 Newsletter 

 

2017 Christmas Issue 

 

The U3A Committee wishes all members  

a very Happy Christmas and a Good New Year 

 

ONLY FOR THOSE WITHOUT ACCESS TO THE INTERNET 

Please remember - Paper copies of the Newsletter at the Wednesday monthly meetings are only for 

members who do not have access to the Internet.  Please do not take a paper copy if you can access the 

Internet.  Internet users will already have it. 

 

Monthly Meetings December 2017 to March 2018 will be: 

13 December – Social Event – Jacob’s Join please bring no more than 4-6 items on a paper 
plate  
10 January – Northern Pathways David Hurrell 
14 February – Social Event 
14 March – Yorkshire Tea Fun! by Jonathan Carswell 

 

Please do come early and/or stay behind after the speaker has finished so that you can socialise and 

have a look at all the Group Tables.  There are many different Groups now within Leyland U3A – you 

might find something you have wanted to do all your life!  Speak to the people at 

any of the tables and you may be inspired! 

 

Get well soon, Andy -  

Our treasurer, Andy Vurley, has been in hospital recently and I am sure our 

members will join the committee in wishing him a speedy recovery. 

 

 

Reports of Monthly (and other) Meetings 

On 11 October, our speaker was Mr Neil Smith who “Had Guitar & 
Travelled”.  Not someone I would have volunteered to travel with as 
he was both unlucky – finding himself in many dangerous situations, 
and lucky as well - meeting many stars in fabulous hotels.  A lead 
guitarist from the 1960s he missed out on a Hamburg tour with the 
Beatles and other Mersey greats and marriage to an American heiress.  
He was almost shot in Ireland, Russia, Greece and Transylvania.  On 
the other hand he played at private functions for Elizabeth Taylor and 
Sophia Loren.  No one could accuse Neil of leading a boring life and 
his entertaining talk was punctuated by guitar pieces in styles ranging 
from flamenco to rockabilly. 
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25 October 2017; Lancashire Neet and Tacklers Tales at Fox Lane Sports and Social Club. 
The Lancashire Neet & Tacklers Tales was a great success being attended by around 75 people.  
Arriving around 7:00p.m., finding a seat at the nicely laid out circular tables, the next task was to 
acquire drinks from the bar.  At 7:45 food was served.  This consisted of Lancashire Hotpot, 
mushy peas, beetroot, various pickles and French bread.  Very nice it was too.  Then followed an 
hour and a half of performances from Sid and Mark.  There were a variety of Lancashire songs, 
poems and monologues with the odd joke being thrown in.  Members of the audience were 
encouraged to sing along, together with some arm waving (don’t ask!).  The bar remained open 
after the performance if anyone wanted to stay on for a drink and a natter.  Thanks to Sid and 
Mark for a thoroughly entertaining evening.   Also a big ‘Thank You’ to Pam Carroll, Chris Boxall 
and all who helped organise and publicise the event. 

Sid Calderbank  

As a native dialect speaker, born and raised in Chorley, Sid (on the right of the photograph below) 
has been researching and collecting songs, stories and poems of old Lancashire for the past 30 
odd years, performing them only at impromptu events, folk and art festivals as well as in local 
clubs.  He has also produced several CDs of his songs, poems and monologues.  You can see all 
his recordings on his website www.sidcalderbank.co.uk. 
 

Mark Dowding 

Mark (on left in photograph) was born in Parbold and now 
lives a short distance away in Newburgh.  As well as 
singing the old folk songs, Mark plays the guitar, the banjo, 
English and Anglo concertina and the mandolin.  He has 
also released six CDs.  For more information and to order 
a CD, visit his website www.markdowding.co.uk 

Hilary Morris 
 

 

The 8 November Wednesday Meeting was given by Margaret Wilson and was on the subject of 
Beekeeping. 
 

The main thing we non bee experts need to know is NEVER WAVE AT A BEE – 
they think you are attacking and are quicker than you! 
 

Margaret was a mine of information.  Some new facts to me were: 
 

The queen mates with 15 drones, who subsequently die. 
Drones have no sting. 
Bees initially fly out of the hive backwards so they can find their way home. 
The bees have developed systems to maintain the hive temperature at exactly 36 
degrees centigrade. 
Horse chestnut flowers turn pink when pollinated. 

Asian hornets, accidentally imported in pottery from China, can wipe of a hive in days. 
The queen can find drone congregations up to 15 miles away. 

Margaret brought some of her local honey, which was quickly snapped up.  Much 
supermarket honey is heat treated, which means it can no longer help against hay fever.  A 
very informative and enjoyable talk.  An assistant in a giant bee costume would have made 
it perfect! 
 

 
 

Leyland U3A member attends the U3A North West Summer School 

On 29 August this year I went to Newton Rigg College, just outside Penrith, to take part in the U3A North 
West Summer School. 
 

http://www.sidcalderbank.co.uk/
http://www.markdowding.co.uk/
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I chose, as my course, Russian and Soviet history and culture.  My tutor was Tony Pearson who currently 
runs a U3A group on this subject at Bolton.  He had previously been a lecturer at Glasgow University 
specialising in Russian and Soviet cinema. 
 

The whole course was very interesting with plenty of discussion and lots of visual illustrations as Tony had 
often visited Russia, Moscow in particular, whilst doing his research. 
 

It was not all work however as, on the Wednesday evening, a coach was laid on to take us to the theatre to 
see Terence Rattigan’s play “After the Dance”.  On Thursday evening we had a lovely gala dinner followed 
by an excellent speaker who told us how his work had taken him from Barrow to Baghdad. 
 

I enjoyed meeting people from other U3As, exchanging ideas and experiences and, sadly, on Friday it was 
time to say goodbye to new friends and make my way home. 

Ann France 

 

Fun Palace Leyland Library 

On 7 October, members of Leyland U3A helped support Lancashire County Council to run their first Fun 
Palace at Leyland Library. 
 

Ten members from the UkeLeylanders played a selection of songs during their 90 minute slot.  Brenda 
Strobie and Dave Hambley from the Art Group showed their skill in a Watercolour Masterclass.  We also 
had Pauline Worthington and Kim Whittle, from the Craft and Hobbies Group, helping out to keep the 
younger visitors entertained. 
 

Following the event I received this email from Lisa Halpin, Library Frontline Officer, Leyland Library 
 

Hi Ian, 
 
Wow what a day! 
 
Please pass on my thanks to all of your wonderful U3A members who gave up their time and shared 
their skills to make our Fun Palace such a wonderful success! 
 
It was so lovely to see all the families taking part in activities and enjoying the music – the atmosphere 
in the library was amazing and we’ve had so much positive feedback from everyone enjoying the day.  I 
really feel that the community came together to get involved and have fun which is what it’s all about! 
 
Thank you again, I really feel that you were the key to the whole day starting to come together as you 
also suggested and encouraged other groups to get involved too. 
 

And what do some of our other members get up to when not engrossed in 
Leyland U3A things?  Well, our Chairman, Edward Almond, is a veteran athlete! 

He is a member of the Northern Masters (Veterans) Athletic Club and this year 
has competed in his age group (75+) in several field events.  Performances 
are ranked in five-yearly stages for the whole Country.  This year he has been 
ranked as follows: 

Long Jump  8th 
Javelin. 9th 
Shot Putt 10th 
Discus  12th  

 

Well done, Edward!  You put many of us to shame. 
 

Please tell us what interests you have outside Leyland U3A – you might 
encourage others to join in! 

 
 

http://funpalaces.co.uk/about/
http://funpalaces.co.uk/about/
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Can 

someone 

help – 

please? 

FACEBOOK Page.  Nearly a quarter of our membership is on Facebook.  All registered members 

have access to post on this page.  Please use it as a social forum and feel free to share ideas, photos, what 

your groups have been up to or just have a laugh.  You can also set up group chats or message other 

members.  This could be useful for co-ordinators to contact members quickly. 
 

Please carry your membership card – and your coffee money with you when you attend the main 

monthly meeting (the second Wednesday of each month) and/or when you 

attend any group meeting(s).  When you attend the monthly meeting or group 

meetings you will need to pay £1 towards venue costs.  If there are no venue 

costs e.g. walking, or when a meeting is in a member’s home, there are no 

meeting fees to pay.  A contribution for refreshments will be agreed between 

members and their host. 

Coffee and Chat 
“Coffee and chat” sessions will be at 2:30 p.m. on the first Friday of each month at the Roccoco Café, 
Chapel Brow.  Come along, chat, ask questions and enjoy a brew in this friendly café.  And bring a friend 
who might be interested in joining Leyland U3A.  The next two meetings will be Friday 5 January 2018 and 
Friday 2 February 2018. 
 

 

It’s Party Time at Fox Lane Sports and Social Club!  The club are organising a ‘Let’s 
Party’ night featuring Alan Hayes and his band ‘57 Chevy’ on Friday 15 

December.  Tickets cost £3.  Telephone 01772 433975 or email 
enquiries@foxlanesportsclub.co.uk  It should be a great night, with music from 
the 50s onwards. Food available. 
 

 

Offers of help and Requests from Leyland U3A members 

If you can offer to do anything for members who need some help – a 

bit of gardening, some shopping, give someone a lift etc. please 

contact the committee through the website.  See P.A.T.H. below. 
 

 

P.A.T.H. – People Able To Help 

This group consists of a pool of members – those who are willing to help, in 
any capacity, to give our meetings a friendly, supportive atmosphere and 
those who need help. 

Several members have already come forward and started to help with putting 
chairs away and generally helping before and after the monthly Wednesday meetings.  

Please keep volunteering.  It is nice to know we have such generous people in our midst 
and we thank all those who have come forward so far. 

Areas of help will include:- 

 Putting chairs out before and away after meetings 

 Making the tea and coffee 

 Meeting and Greeting 

 Welcoming new members and showing them around 

 Door money collection 

 Running the raffle 

 Assisting committee members 

It doesn’t have to be restricted to the monthly meeting.  If you have any useful skills you would like to offer, 
please let us know what you could do and how much time you can offer. 

mailto:enquiries@foxlanesportsclub.co.uk
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 Do you have I.T. skills to share? – PC., iPad or Smartphone 

 Are you a good photographer? – take images for the web page and newsletter 

 If you are a member of a group, could you assist the co-ordinator? 

 Could you help to set up a new group? 

Or, would you fancy being on the Committee?  We still have vacancies!  If you are interested, please let the 
chairman, Edward Almond know, or email Teresa Ball at teresa@teamball.eu  

 

GROUPS 

Please check the website – https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/  for the latest news of 

Groups available.  Please also visit the website to see the numerous photos of Leyland U3A 

members enjoying themselves at many events.  Who says ‘old’ folk are a miserable lot?  Not in 

Leyland we’re not! 

 

Archery: 

The weeks since we last shot, in August, have been very frustrating.  If it wasn't raining, it was blowing.  At 
the last inspection the grass was still growing and the field was sodden, making the potential for losing 
arrows very great.  I had hoped to call shoots on an "Ad-Hoc" basis but, sadly this has been impossible. 
 

The venue secretary has been asked to keep his eye open for an affordable, indoor venue but nothing has 
turned up so far.  The key word is "affordable".  Bamber Bridge Leisure Centre was ideal but they wanted 
£27 per hour, which we can't really justify for such a small group.  The Pistol Club that I use at Blackburn 
would take us but they would have to open specially for us and provide a Range Conducting Officer so the 
cost would be even greater.  The search goes on. 

Jim Porter 

 

Belly Dancing 

By popular demand our Belly Dancing class is back.  This will take place at Fox Lane Cricket Club from 
1:00p.m. – 2:00p.m. on Wednesdays – immediately after the monthly meeting.  It would be helpful if you 
could email Teresa (teresa@teamball.eu ) to say you will attend, just so we have an idea of numbers. 
Please wear comfortable clothing and bring water. 
 

Bridge will restart on Tuesday 9 January 2018, then will be fortnightly at Cathy Jones’ home.  Beginners 

and more experienced players are welcome.  Practice programmes are available for use, if the numbers 
attending do not split conveniently into groups of four.  Cathy is an experienced player and is currently 
patiently teaching absolute beginners. .We always play a few games.   See Cathy at the Bridge Group 
table at the monthly meeting or email her on alanjones61@sky.com 
Cathy Jones 

 

The Card and Board Games Group  There will be just one more meetings of the Cards and Board 

Games Group this year – 22 December – and the Group will resume meetings on Friday, 12 January.  In 
the meantime, I wish you and all friends at U3A a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful New 
Year. 
Anne 

 

Dining Out Group 

Foxholes Christmas lunch on the 6 December - meal starts at 12:00 noon - see you all there - 
Christmas jumpers at the ready? 

 

Shaw Hill Murder Mystery night starts at 7:00 for a 7:30pm start.  Smart casual dress – but a great 
opportunity for sparkle and dazzle especially during the disco that follows till 12:30a.m. – and the 
balance of monies due on the night is £18.00 per person.  Should be a 'reet good do'! 
 

Finally, for all the 'dining outers' we are having an ‘open house’ for mince pies, mulled wine or non 
alcoholic beverages at 134 Golden Hill Lane from 2:00 – 4:00 on 14 December to which you are all 
invited - see you there. 

mailto:teresa@teamball.eu
file:///C:/Users/Pam/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/LiveComm/c378b463d697b11f/120712-0049/Att/2007cdb1/teresa@teamball.eu
https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/
mailto:teresa@teamball.eu
mailto:alanjones61@sky.com
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And a Merry Christmas to everyone, wishing you enjoyable festive dining and all the best for 2018 

Linda 

 

Fencing – and not the garden type!!  If you fancy being a new age Douglas 

Fairbanks and coming along to show off your skill, or you would like to bring some 

friends along for a touch of the Three Musketeers – then speak to Jim Porter (contact 

through the website) and see what you can agree together. 

Jim Porter 
 

Growing and Using Herbs 
The group is going strong after a very successful first year.  We have 12 members and, over the last year, 
we have explored a variety of herbs, we have visited a herbalist, explored for wild herbs and done a 
presentation to Leyland U3A.  We have now decided on our curriculum for next year, and we 
intend to include some popular spices into our investigations.  History, mythology, nutrition, 
medicine and cooking are all explored – and we have found that a good dose of fun goes a 
long way in the learning process. 
 

We meet on the first Tuesday of each month.  For more details contact the co-ordinator, Gill Whittaker on 

07548501942 or by email; rgwhittaker@icloud.com 

 

The Knitting, Crochet and Craft group 

We meet each Wednesday between 10:00a.m. – 2:00.pm. in Northbrook House (except for the 
2nd Wednesday of each month).  This lively group has regular 
attendances of around 12 members each week, with a mixture of skills 
and interests.  Along with our regular meetings, we have arranged 
outings during the year to visit Black Sheep Wools at Warrington and 
an exciting day out at the highly acclaimed Yarndale exhibition in 
Skipton. 
 

In addition to working on our own projects, we also offer group 
sessions where we share skills, and, for example, in January we will begin a project to knit a pair 
of cosy gloves.  Further projects are planned throughout the year for those wishing to take part, 
including a quilt making session, and an introduction to Tunisian Crochet. 
 

A very important part of our activities is our charitable knitting and crochet, and during the year, 
the group and other U3A knitters and crocheters produced many hats and other items for the 
Liverpool Women’s Hospital premature baby unit, the Syrian Christmas shoebox appeal and 
Lancashire’s homeless community.  We are very grateful for the help and support of the wider 
Leyland U3A community for supporting us with their own creative skills and gifts of yarn. 
 

We have occasionally brought examples of our charitable work to the 
U3A monthly meetings for other members to see what we do and we 
have been asked repeatedly if our hand made goods were for sale, 
so with this in mind, we will hold a Christmas gift stall at the Monthly 
meeting on 13 December.  On offer will be many handmade items 
such as Christmas decorations, cards and small gifts.  All proceeds from the day will go toward the 
purchase of more materials for charitable knitting and crochet.  Products will be offered on a 
‘suggested donation’ price basis, so, please give generously to help us to continue our work!  We 
are also hoping to be able to offer a few special items for a raffle on the day, which will be drawn 
before the end of the meeting. 
Kim Whittle 

 

mailto:rgwhittaker@icloud.com
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Looks like this is the right one folks.  

Ready to go? 

The Philosophy Group had its inaugural meeting at 4:00p.m. on Monday 4 September.  At the first 

meeting, we discussed what we intend to learn, how we intend to learn and decided on where and when it 
will all take place.  This is a really good opportunity for Leyland U3A members to get their teeth into 
something challenging and to explore different ways of thinking and learning. 
Contact the co-ordinator, Gill Whittaker for more details.  Mobile 07548501942 or by email at 
rgwhittaker@icloud.com  
 

The Rambling Group  

On Thursday 23 November eight of us enjoyed a good walk around the 
Entwistle and Wayoh reservoirs area.  After driving through rain, the sun 
came out as we were putting our boots on and stayed out for the whole 

walk.  The moors and lakes looked very good in their late autumn 
colours. We stopped at the Strawberry Duck which was warm and 
cosy but £4.50 for soup and a roll was, I thought, a bit steeper than 
the last hill up to the pub! 
 

We are looking forward to seeing our U3A walker friends in January and at the Jacob's Join at December's 
U3A meeting. 
Roger Taylor 

 

The Ramblers’ postponed Darwen Tower walk finally took place in October.  Four hardy souls undertook 
the ascent to this well-known landmark.  The circular route from Ryal Fold provides some superb views to 
the North and North West, but apart from the geography, we spent some time talking about the history of 
the area ranging from skirmishes between Roundheads and Cavaliers, through the early mill owners, the 
marvellous India Mill chimney, Victorian landowners and disputes on access to the moors, to the disastrous 
impact of Himalayan Balsam on the countryside.  We debated why there were ‘sleeping policemen’ across 
this rough track and why the Tower kept disappearing.  And - we even managed to get to the Tower itself. 
 

As usual on our walks, we ended up with a snack and a welcome brew at the cafe at Ryal Fold.  This was a 
welcome opportunity to discuss our ‘exploits’. 
Alan Fairey 

 

The Reading Group 

Leyland U3A reading group meets on the first Thursday afternoon of each month at 2:00p.m. at the 

Roccoco Coffee Lounge on Chapel Brow. 
 

The book for our next meeting, on 4 January 2018, is “Perfect”, by Rachel Joyce, author of “The Unlikely 

Pilgrimage of Harold Fry”.  It’s described like this on Amazon: 

‘In 1972, two seconds were added to time. It was in order to balance clock time with the movement of the 

earth.  Byron Hemming knew this because James Lowe had told him and James was the cleverest boy at 

school.  But how could time change?  The steady movement of hands around a clock was as certain as 

their golden futures.  Then Byron's mother, late for the school run, makes a devastating mistake.  Byron's 

perfect world is shattered.  Were those two extra seconds to blame?  Can what follows ever be set right?’ 
 

New members are always welcome.  Group co-ordinator is Marian Hesketh: telephone 01772 339699 or 

email  marianhesketh53@gmail.com 

Books to be read in the future are: 

AUTHOR   TITLE      DATE 

Rachel JOYCE    Perfect      07/12/17 

Joanne HARRIS –   Peaches for M. le Cure   04/01/18 

HOSSEINI, K   And the Mountains Echoed   01/02/2018 

NOBBS, D   Second Life of Sally Mottram   01/03/2018 

HEALEY, Emma  Elizabeth is Missing    05/04/2018 
 

mailto:rgwhittaker@icloud.com
mailto:marianhesketh53@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Peaches-Monsieur-Chocolat-Joanne-Harris/dp/0147509785/ref=sr_1_1_twi_pap_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1493107594&sr=1-1&keywords=Peaches+for+M.+le+Cure
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The THEATRE GROUP meets in the downstairs café at the Methodist Church Hall, 

Turpin Green Lane.  There is plenty of free parking!   Meetings are at 2:00 p.m. on 

the second Friday of every month.  Our next meetings will be Friday 8 December 

2017 and Friday 12 January 2018. 
 

As usual, please bring diaries and cheque books as we need to confirm numbers for 

shows  

 

The Coronation Street fans among you may have noticed in a recent episode that Weatherfield U3A 
is in rehearsals for "Annie Get Your Gun".  If you are interested in seeing the finished production, please 
contact Christine Hoey at theTheatre Group table! 

 

Rita, Sue and Bob, Too - Saturday 3 September 2017 - Bolton Octagon 

 

Andrea Dunbar was discovered by Max Stafford-Clark when he was running the Royal Court and was only 
19 when she wrote this semi-autobiographical play.  The play (and the title) revolves around two fifteen-
year-old girls (Taj Atwal as Rita, Gemma Dobson, making her professional stage debut, as Sue): and their 
affair with a 27 year old married man (James Atherton as Bob) for whom they regularly babysit. 
 

Set on a council estate, similar to the Buttershaw estate in Bradford where Andrea lived until her early 
death (aged just 29), Rita, Sue And Bob Too, offers a candid dose of social realism combined with sparky, 
humorous dialogue, some industrial grade swearing and naked (male) buttocks. 
 

The buttocks in question belong to Bob, and are on display in the opening scene of the play, which 
dramatises their first sexual encounter, an awkward, cramped threesome in his car parked on the moors as 
he is running Rita and Sue home from babysitting.  The humour in the scene largely comes from the 
running commentary and some great reactions from whichever girl is not currently participating. 
 

For Rita and Sue, the affair is a brief, thrilling adult adventure and a temporary escape from a bleak, 
uncertain future of YTS jobs in 1980s Britain.  Of course, when the cat is out of the bag, it is the two girls 
who are branded as sluts and home wreckers.  Bob's wife (Samantha Robinson) is also blamed, whilst Bob 
gets off virtually scot-free. 
 

The play depicts situations that many theatregoers may find shocking, particularly when we are all now 
much more aware of recent grooming cases.  But underage sexual encounters were part and parcel of 
everyday estate life for Andrea Dunbar.  Despite her obvious writing talent she never escaped from the 
estate.  Similarly, despite their spark and attitude, the future looks bleak for Rita and Sue, best friends who 
end up estranged.  Rita's aspiration of becoming a policewoman appears doomed when she becomes 
pregnant at 16, while Sue ends up in a soul-destroying dead end job. 
 

Played straight through without an interval, with accomplished performances by all the cast, this is a short 
sharp shock of a play with plenty to amuse, entertain and make you think. 

Christie Hoey 

 
 

Under the Market Roof - Wednesday 18 October 2017 - Chorley Market 
 

On Wednesday 18 October, eight of us went to Chorley Market to see the first theatre production for 
‘Junction 8 Theatre’ performing ‘Under the Market Roof’ by Becky Prestwich at a cost of £10 per 
ticket. 
 

Venue  

All the seating was under gazebos surrounded by fairy lights, giving a lovely warm atmosphere.  Even 
though it was an October night, we all went dressed appropriately with scarves, gloves and thick coats but 
needn’t have worried as a warm cosy blanket was supplied on every seat. 
 

Drinks were available on the market before and after the show at The Bob Inn - Lancashire's smallest pub. 
You could also get food from Bee's Country Kitchen. 
 

About The Play 
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Set in Chorley market, the play revolves around Len and his granddaughter Lisa who is facing a decision 
over whether she should take over the running of her grandfather’s stall. Ever since she was a child, Lisa 
has spent her Saturdays working on her Granddad Len’s hardware stall. Everyone knows old Len, the man 
who turned up on Chorley Market as a lad with nothing but a couple of suitcases of stock and made a life 
out of it. But Len hasn’t seemed himself lately, and Lisa starts to wonder if the ‘L. Shaw’ sign above the 
cabin could be ‘L’ for Lisa. She loves the market and the people at the heart of it, but is her Mum right when 
she says there’s no future in the market? 

 

Our Verdict 

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the play. Inventive props with Len’s hardware stall full of goods, disappearing 
into the actual market behind when not required and magically reappearing for relevant scenes. At various 
times, people would appear round or through the gazebos (just like they would on a normal market day). 
Such as the lady on a mobility scooter, a crowd of football fans and people who just generally drift through 
a market.. All of us agreed it was a great play and a good night out. We would certainly go to other 
performances by ‘Junction 8 Theatre’. 
 

If you are a Coronation Street fan, there was the added bonus of having Julie Hesmondhalgh (Hayley in 
Corrie) in the audience. One of our group managed to obtain an autograph for her daughter who is a huge 
fan. 
 

Hilary Morris 
 
 

For Love or Money, Liverpool Playhouse, Wednesday 22 November 2017 
 

The Theatre Group enjoyed another successful trip, this time to Liverpool Playhouse, to see For Love or 
Money. 
 

This production is a final tour for Barrie Rutter, the artistic director of Northern Broadsides, who founded the 
company 25 years ago.  It may not have been as musical and charming as some productions, but was 
witty, slick and stylish. 
 

Blake Morrison’s adaptation of the French play Turcaret moves the action from Paris to a small Yorkshire 
village where an attractive widow, Rose, is pursued by two men.  Rose is impoverished and selling off her 
inheritance to fund her languid lifestyle.  Jessica Worrell’s cleverly designed set has little furniture and pale 
patches in the wallpaper where the family pictures used to hang. 
 

One of Rose’s suitors is the ageing banker, Fuller, who showers her with gifts and clearly has marriage in 
mind.  The other is Arthur, a wastrel, who uses her money to pay his gambling debts.  So far, so 
straightforward, but then there is a twist.  Arthur has a servant, Jack Sprout, whom he treats poorly and 
sends on errands.  Jack is not content to remain a servant and he and his love, a lady of ill repute, plot to 
acquire as much money as they can to fund a new life for themselves.  Add a naïve farmer looking for a 
wife and Fuller’s estranged wife seeking her allowance and complications ensue.  However, all is resolved 
just in time for a celebratory Charleston. 
 

Rutter is excellent as the bumptious Fuller, deflating beautifully when he is confronted by his wife, a 
stunning performance by Sarah Parks, whose ‘French’ accent steals the show.  Jos Vantyler as Arthur 
preens in every scene and Jordan Metcalfe manages to turn Jack from the pale servant to the scheming 
plotter with ease.  Sarah-Jane Potts as Rose is, by turn, cunning and seductive and is unaware of the 
furore she is causing. 
 

Overall this is an excellent telling of the moral tale of the consequences of lies, greed and corruption.  The 
clever script and stylish production ensure that this is another success for the company and a fitting finale 
to Rutter’s long association with them. 

NRT 
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Future Theatre Visits: 

 

Wednesday 29 January 2018, – 5:50p.m. for meal and 7:30p.m. for Show.   

Our Teacher’s a Troll – by Dennis Kelly 

Venue: - Foxholes Restaurant and Amanda Roocroft Theatre, Runshaw College, Leyland 

** Tickets available ** SOLD OUT **  
Please email Pam if you wish to be added to the waiting list 

£15 for 3 course meal and play 

 

Saturday 3 February 2018, 2:00 p.m. 

Jane Eyre – based on the novel by Charlotte Bronte, adapted by Lorna French 

Venue: - Octagon Theatre, Howell Croft, Bolton. BL1 1SB 

** Tickets available – £16 ** 

 

Wednesday 9 May 2018 – 5:50p.m. for meal and 7:30p.m. for Show 

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 

Book by Rachel Sheinkin, Music by William Finn 

Venue: - Foxholes Restaurant and Amanda Roocroft Theatre, Runshaw College, Leyland 

** Tickets available –** SOLD OUT ** 

Please email Pam if you wish to be added to the waiting list 

£15 for 3 course meal and play** 

 
 

Many thanks to Ian Barrow for all his work on our theatre group’s webpage.  If you haven't already done so, 
have a look here https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/theatre-visits/ for news of future meetings, shows and 
tickets. 
 
You can also see reviews of shows we have seen here: 
https://u3aleylandblog.wordpress.com/category/theatre/ 
 

Ukulele Group 

The Ukulele Group will be running a six-session beginners’ course running fortnightly from 10 January. 
 

The course is suitable for anyone.  No previous experience is needed.  We will start by considering which 
type of Ukulele to buy, through to strumming and finger picking tunes. 
 

We are limiting the class size to TWELVE so that “one to one” tuition can be given.  Places will be allocated 
on a ‘first come’ basis with a waiting list for a future course if needed. 
If you are interested, could you please contact Ian Barrow on - 

Tel – 01772 431154  
Email:- ukeleylanders@gmail.com  

 

Visits Group 
Media City visit On arrival, the group split up for the next hour or so, either to go to cafés or to The Lowry 

Museum or shopping. 
 

Everyone arrived on time to go through security for the BBC Tour, which was straight forward. 
The tour was extremely informative and various members of the group participated in areas such as radio 
presenters or in the Breakfast TV programme.  We had two newsreaders and I was a weather forecaster, 
but Carol Kirkwood’s job is quite secure ! 
 

It was very interesting to see the BBC in action, both the radio and TV, and meeting staff from both areas. 
After the visit there was time for shopping, food or a visit to the Lowry. 
Altogether everyone seemed to enjoy a busy day and an interesting one.  Please look at the website for 
lots of fun photos. 
 

Thanks to Hilary for driving the minibus and for calmly sorting out the extremely complicated parking 
payment arrangements. 

https://octagonbolton.co.uk/whats-on/theatre/jane-eyre/
https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/theatre-visits/
https://u3aleylandblog.wordpress.com/category/theatre/
mailto:ukeleylanders@gmail.com
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Evelyn Berry 

 
Bents Garden Centre – Christmas Decorations 

On 29 November a number of members of the Visits Group paid a visit to Bents Garden Centre to see their 
spectacular Christmas display.  See here what Jenny Sage had to say about the trip:- 

 

‘Everyone arrived on time for the minibus and we left promptly at 9:30 a.m.  Some of our members had not 
been to Bents before and were amazed at the size of the centre.  In fact we were too - not at all as we 
remembered. 
 

Obviously it was very busy.  Well, it's hard to describe what we met with once inside.  Fabulous Christmas 
decorations and displays.  We even met Santa on our travels!  The Food Hall ws full of Christmas 
merchandise.  There is a pet centre, a craft and children's centre, clothing outlets, home furnishings and 
much more.  Great ideas for gifts. 
 

There are several cafés and restaurants including a tapas bar and some outside hot food stalls which smelt 
very inviting. 
 

Judging by full shopping bags as our members returned to the minibus, a good spot of retail therapy was 
part of the enjoyment too. 
Many thanks to Dave our driver.’ 
 

Please see the website to see some photographs which show their obvious enjoyment.  
 

Fred Dibnah Heritage Centre 

We have been approached by a Leyland U3A member about a trip to the Fred Dibnah Heritage Centre in 
Bolton.  The centre is due to shut down on 31 December – but Leon, the owner, will happily take a group 
tour any time up to 31 March next year.  The cost would be £12.  Transport would be by car share.  If you 
are interested please see Anne or Evelyn at the Visits table at the December meeting, or contact Pam 
carropam@live.co.uk.  Please let them know if you are willing to drive or need a lift. 
 

FUTURE TRIPS 
Wednesday 06 Dec          Alabaster Jar Chorley (painting pottery eg Christmas Decorations)  
Wednesday 17 January –  Boundary Mill (4 Tickets available) 

Cost £6.00 transport only 

Wednesday 21 February World of Glass (4 Tickets available) 

Cost £ 9.50 includes entry, guided tour & minibus 

Wednesday 21 March  Conishead Priory, Ulverston (tickets available) 

Cost £15 includes entry, guided tour & minibus 

The Coniston trip sold out very quickly, so we have a second minibus! 
 

Monday 16 April  Hanging Basket Demonstration at Avant Gardens 

Cost £ 2.00 includes entry.  Carshare or walk 

 

Booking is essential for these visits.  Please go the Visits table for more details. 
If travel is by carshare – please give driver 10p per mile 

Please note that we do not accept bookings without payment. 
Refunds are only available if we have a waiting list. 

The U3A Head Office isues a monthly newsletter (not to be confused with this, far more 

relevant & superior one of course!)  If you wish to receive notification each time the National U3A Trust 
produces a News Letter please go to  www.u3a.org.uk/about/newsletter and sign up.  
 

Do you have ideas for any other new groups?  If anyone is interested in setting up a new group, or 

in awakening an old group which no longer exists, we really want to help you to get started.  Contact our 

Groups Coordinator, Teresa Ball, teresa@teamball.eu or ask any committee member to put you in touch 

with her.  And check out the Groups available at the tables in the meeting room at Fox Lane when you 

go to the next Monthly Meeting there – you may find something there that would interest you.  If not – then 

let us know what you would like to take part in. 

mailto:carropam@live.co.uk
http://www.u3a.org.uk/about/newsletter
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Hi Janet, 

 

Just to mention that I won a competition 

in the last TAM magazine.  Two front 

row dress circle seats to see HMS 

Pinafore at Harrogate in August. 

 

It does pay to have a go!! 

 

Cheers 

Brenda Stobie 
 

How well do you know your history of Leyland?  Step back in time and find out more about 

Leyland’s heritage with a delicious two course meal with tea or coffee.  Join Leyland’s Historical Society at 
noon till 2:00p.m. on Thursday 11 January 2018 for lunch and a presentation of old photographs and 
stories of Leyland with Peter Hoghton.  Have a tour and hear tales of the old police station with La Corte’s 
Angela Brown. 
 

To book your place or for more information simply telephone 01772 453552.  This event is £11.90 and 
includes a starter, main course and tea/coffee.  Pre-order and advance bookings required; full payment 
required at time of booking. 
 

Letters to the Editor 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And congratulations to Brenda for sending in the first Letter to the Editor sent in to Leyland 
U3A Newsletter!! 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Christmas everyone 
 

Janet 
 


