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Welcome to the May 2017 Newsletter 

NB – Change of date for May’s Wednesday monthly meeting 

Wednesday 10 May Leyland U3A 

Thursday 11 May – Leyland U3A √ 

Due to circumstances beyond our control at Fox Lane, the Wednesday morning monthly meeting will NOT 

take place on May 10 but on THURSDAY 11 MAY 

Please remember - Paper copies of the Newsletter at the Wednesday monthly meetings are only for 

members who do not have access to the Internet.  Please do not take a paper copy if you can access the 

Internet.  Internet users will already have it. 

Speakers for May, to August will be:  

THURSDAY MAY 11  Peter Houghton: Leyland History – please note change of date 

Wednesday June 14  AGM & Social Event 

Wednesday July 12  Herb Group 

 

Please remember to come early and/or stay behind after the speaker has finished so that you can 

socialise and have a look at all the Group Tables.  There are many different Groups now within 

Leyland U3A – you might find something you have wanted to do all your life!  Speak to the people on any of 

the tables and you may be inspired! 

 

Please bring your cheque book too – you might wish to join the Visits Group on one (or more!) of their 

outings or join up with the Theatre Group and pay a visit to one of the local theatres to enjoy a play.  And 

your cheque book will come in handy to renew your subscriptions (see below). 

Membership Renewals 
Our membership year expires on 30 June 2017 and we are trying to 
devise a renewal system that will prevent queues.  Envelopes 
containing a renewal form will be available from the next 
meeting (May) BUT the renewal forms are also attached to the 
same email as your newsletter.  If you can print them off, please 
complete your details and take them, with your membership card and 
£15 (preferably by cheque payable to Leyland U3A), to the monthly meeting.  A 
box will be provided into which you can place your envelopes.  Coordinators can also bring 

envelopes to group meetings.  We will update and return your membership card as soon as we can. 

Annual General Meeting 14 June 2017 +  Bake Off! 

Our June meeting is the AGM.  Please come along to listen to what your Committee does for you and to let 
us know what you think.  We welcome offers of help and suggestions on how to improve things.  We also 
want to hear from you if you have any ideas on new Groups – and – even better – if you would like to 
volunteer to co-ordinate a Group. 
 

We are also having a baking competition on 14 June.  Please let 

us know if you are entering.  Recipes for Barm Cakes and for a Victoria sponge cake are 
attached to the email on which this newsletter is being sent.  There will be free membership 
for Leyland U3A for a year for the winner in each category and small prizes for runners up. 
The intention is to eat the entries ‘Jacob’s Join’ style at brew time.  Sandwich fillings will be 
provided 
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Oh dear – I 
thought they 

did nice things 
like crafts & 

walking 

! 

 

 

Leyland Festival Saturday 17 June 2017 
We have booked a stand on Worden Park and hope to 

showcase what Leyland U3A is all about.  If you can 
spare an hour or so, please come and help.  Ideally we 
would like people from different groups to be on the 
stand, to represent our ever widening range of 
activities.  Jim will bring his bow (no arrows!) and a 
ukulele.  The visits book will be there for people to see 
our plans, along with lots of literature and balloons.  
Please contact Jim or Pam at the monthly meeting if 

you can help.  We could be a welcome break for you – we 
have a gazebo and chairs and probably drinks.  Even if you can’t 

come, please send some photos, art and craft works etc.  At the moment, there is a lot of 
focus on preventing loneliness and this is exactly what we are trying to do. 
 

NB Would all co-ordinators please let Ian Barrow (mediau3a@gmail.com) have the date of their  

meetings for the next 6 months so that he can update the Group web pages?  Also, please let him know if 

you want to update any aspect of your pages. 

FACEBOOK Page.  Nearly a quarter of our membership is on Facebook.  All registered members have 

access to post on this page.  Please use it as a social forum and feel free to share ideas, photos, what your 

groups have been up to or just have a laugh.  You can also set up group chats or message other members.  

This could be useful for co-ordinators to contact members quickly. 

 

Please carry your membership card – and your coffee money with you when you attend the main 

monthly meeting (the second Wednesday of each month) and/or when you 

attend any group meeting(s).  When you attend the monthly meeting or group 

meetings you will need to pay £1 towards venue costs.  If there are no venue 

costs e.g. walking, or when a meeting is in a member’s home, there are no 

meeting fees to pay.  A contribution for refreshments will be agreed between 

members and their host. 
 

 

Coffee and Chat 
“Coffee and chat” sessions will be at 2:30 p.m. on the first Friday of each month at the Roccocco Café, 
Chapel Brow.  Come along, chat, ask questions and enjoy a brew in this friendly café.  And bring a friend 
who might be interested in joining Leyland U3A.  The next two meetings will be Friday 5 May and Friday 2 
June. 
 

Reviews of February, March and April Wednesday meetings 
 

February 8 – Nursery Rhymes- Jane Finney 

Famous as one of the knitting grannies from the Shreddies ads, this lady delivered a vibrant and 
entertaining talk on the origins of Nursery Rhymes.  News doesn't change in rhyming couplets.  Everyone 
knew the rhymes and had to join in.  Many had links to historical events, scandals and royalty.  A most 
enjoyable presentation.  P Carroll 
 

March 8 –More Lancashire Garlands – Sid Calderbank 

Sid admitted he loves grubbing around dusty old archives researching Lancashire and its dialect and then 
performing the poems, songs and stories that form part of our ‘intangible heritage’.  He reminded us that his 
last talk took us up to 1856 and was about Edwin ‘Ned’ Waugh, the inspiration of hundreds of other dialect 
authors and poets – one of which was Samuel Laycock, a Yorkshire man born in Marsden but who moved 
to Stalybridge when he was eight.  Sam worked in the cotton mills and was inspired by Ned Waugh to write.  

Leyland U3A 

mailto:mediau3a@gmail.com
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Sid performed one of his poems, “Bowton’s Yard”.  Sam, like half a million other cotton workers in 
Lancashire, lost his job as a result of the Cotton Famine in the early 1860’s and he took to writing to 
support himself.  Sid performed one of his songs from that time, “Th' Shurat Weaver's Song”.  Sam later 
moved to Blackpool and became a supporter of the RNLI.  We were told of the loss of the Southport and St 
Anne’s lifeboats with 27 lifeboat men.  This was the largest loss of life in the history of the RNLI, and 
occurred during the rescue of the crew of The Mexico in 1886.  We learned that, as a result, Sir Charles 
Macara and his wife Marion were instrumental in establishing the first public collection days for the RNLI.  
Sam wrote “Tribute to the Drowned” following that disaster and Sid performed an excerpt from it.  Sid then 
went on to discuss the “Bowton Luminary”, a penny dreadful edited by John Taylor Staton, which was 
published from 1852 to 1862.  Staton later produced an anthology of poems and stories submitted to the 
Bowton Luminary, one of which was Frank Ormerod’s “Owd Shunt” and we were treated to an excerpt from 
that.  Sid concluded with the Edwardian musical hall poem by Ben Woods, “Bobby Grundy a Village 
Shopkeeper”, a veritable tour de force.  As always, Sid demonstrated his knowledge and enthusiasm for 
the Lancashire dialect and the wit of its writers.  His enthusiasm was felt by all and we were treated to an 
enjoyable and entertaining presentation. 
David O’Malia 

 

April 12 – St Catherine’s Hospice – Sir Norman Cutler 
This was a disappointing talk – more an appeal for funds than about the work or history of the hospice itself 
and lacking pictures.  For much of the time the screen was dark grey and filled with large costings figures, 
accompanied by much smaller pictures.  The short video played at the end was more interesting, but 
difficult to hear.  We are supporters of St Catherine’s, as were many who attended, so were disappointed 
by the content.  W. Boden 

 

Please remember –if you would like to be a reviewer, we would love to hear from you.  Please 

contact our Secretary, Pam Carroll, through the website. If you write a review, you can attend the meeting 
free of charge.  Please contact our Secretary, Pam Carroll, through the website to discuss. 
 

Rosemere Cancer Foundation Charity Stall at our Monthly Meetings at Fox Lane.  For 3 

monthly meetings, Bill has been running his stall to raise money for the Rosemere Cancer Foundation.  He 
raised £65 during the first two months but only £15.20 in March.  Bill now feels he needs to discontinue the 
stall after April, due to lack of support.  Bill does not gain from these table sales himself – all money that he 
raises goes directly to the charity.  We thank him for his efforts and are sure that Rosemere is very grateful 
for his hard work in raising these funds.  Members can collect unsold goods from Bill on Thursday 11 
May, otherwise they will be donated to a charity shop. 
 

Offers of help and Requests from Leyland U3A members 

If you can offer to do anything for members who need some help – a bit of 

gardening, some shopping, give someone a lift etc. please contact the committee 

through the website.  See P.A.T.H. below. 
 

Places offering Leyland U3A members a discount: 

 The café in Worden Park has been taken over and is now called the Folly Coffee House and Deli.  It has great reviews.  

They are offering 10% discount if you show your U3A card.  They also have a room available for meetings.  
 

 Cotswold Outdoors are also offering a 10% discount to U3A members. 
  

Please tell us of any other places who give discounts to members of the U3A – and have a look at the Saga 

document on discounts for the over-60s – it’s full of ideas. See: -  

https://www.saga.co.uk/contentlibrary/saga/publishing/  

https://www.saga.co.uk/magazine/.../deals.../where-to-find-discounts-for-the-over-50s  
 

Date for your diary 

Leyland U3A member Julia Harwood Geal is opening her garden in Forest way to the public in the 
afternoons from 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. on Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 July, to raise funds for the Rosemere 
Cancer Foundation.  Further details to follow; also see website. 

http://www.cotswoldoutdoor.com/
https://www.saga.co.uk/contentlibrary/saga/publishing/
https://www.saga.co.uk/magazine/.../deals.../where-to-find-discounts-for-the-over-50s
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Can 

someone 

help – 

please? 

GROUPS 

Please check the website – https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/  for the latest news of 

Groups available.   

The Bridge Group meets every Friday at 2:00 p.m. at Cathy Jones’ home.  Beginners and more 

experienced players are welcome.  Practice programmes are available for use, if the numbers attending do 

not split conveniently into groups of four.  Cathy is an experienced player and is currently patiently teaching 

absolute beginners. The group is going to take a summer break and decide on a different meeting day.  

See Cathy at the Bridge Group table at the monthly meeting or email her on alanjones61@sky.com 

 

Fencing – and not the garden type!!  If you fancy being a new age Douglas 

Fairbanks and coming along to show off your skill, or you would like to bring some 

friends along for a touch of the Three Musketeers – then speak to Jim Porter 

(contact through the website) and see what you can agree together. 

 

The Discussion Group needs a few more members before it can get going.  

Please see Bill Gilson or put your name and contact details on the sheet at the new members table with 

Ann France if you would like to join.  
 

Do you have ideas for any other new groups?  If anyone is interested in setting up a new group, or 

in awakening an old group which no longer exists, we really want to help you to get started.  Contact our 

Groups Coordinator, Teresa Ball, teresa@teamball.eu or ask any committee member to put you in touch 

with her.  And check out the Groups available at the tables in the meeting room at Fox Lane when you 

go to the next Monthly Meeting there – you may find something there that would interest you.  If not – then 

let us know what you would like to take part in. 

P.A.T.H. – People Able To Help 

This group consists of a pool of members – those who are willing to help, in 
any capacity, to give our meetings a friendly, supportive atmosphere and 
those who need help. 

Several members have already come forward and started to help with putting 
chairs away and generally helping before and after the monthly Wednesday 

meetings.  Please keep volunteering.  It is nice to know we have such generous people 
in our midst and we thank all those who have come forward so far. 

Areas of help will include:- 

 Putting chairs out before and away after meetings 

 Making the tea and coffee 

 Meeting and Greeting 

 Welcoming new members and showing them around 

 Door money collection 

 Running the raffle 

 Assisting committee members 

It doesn’t have to be restricted to the monthly meeting.  If you have any useful skills you would like to offer, 
please let us know what you could do and how much time you can offer. 

 Do you have I.T. skills to share? – PC., iPad or Smartphone 

 Are you a good photographer? – take images for the web page and newsletter 

 If you are a member of a group, could you assist the co-ordinator? 

 Could you help to set up a new group? 

https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/
mailto:alanjones61@sky.com
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Or, would you fancy being on the Committee?  We still have vacancies!  If you are interested, please let the 
chairman, Edward Almond know, or email Teresa Ball at teresa@teamball.eu  

GROUP REPORTS 

ARCHERY: The Archery Group is almost operational.  We have a field to use for a 

range, two club bows, and the targets have just been ordered.  Once they arrive, the 
group will meet twice monthly on a Monday afternoon.  The commencing date will be 
decided once the targets arrive.  Anyone wishing to participate is welcome but they 
should take into consideration that (at least for now) we will be shooting outdoors over 
grass with all that that entails given the British weather. 
 

Reasonable mobility will be needed, as well as some degree of upper body strength to 
draw the bows.  We are inquiring about purchasing some beginner level, second-hand 

bows for anyone who wants to have a try. 

 

Belly Dancing 

By popular request our Belly Dancing class is back.  This will take place at Fox Lane Cricket Club from 
1:00p.m. – 2:00p.m. on Wednesday 7 June – immediately after the monthly meeting.  We collected names 
at the April meeting.  If you put your name down – thank you.  If not – It would be helpful if you could email 
Teresa (teresa@teamball.eu ) to say you will attend, just so we have an idea of numbers. 
Please wear comfortable clothing. 
 

The Card and Board Games Group will meet on the following dates: May 5 and 19, June 2, 16 and 

30th.  There will be no official meetings during the summer break, i.e. July and August, and the re-start date 
will be September 8.  However, during the break period, if any of the members are having withdrawal 
symptoms and want to come for a game, they should ring Anne Richardson and she'll arrange one.  Or 
more! 
 

CROCHET GROUP / KNIT AND NATTER / CRAFT GROUP 

All meetings of the Crochet/Knitting/Craft groups meet at Northbrook Gardens, Northbrook Rd, Off 
Bannister Drive, Leyland PR25 2XS.  If you have problems with transport, the co-ordinators will do their 
best to sort something out.  See the website for dates. 

If you would like to join us, please have a word with the co-ordinators at the next monthly meeting. 
 

Growing and Using Herbs 

This group explores a different herb each month.  People in the group have different interests in, and 
approaches to, the herbs we look at.  Some enjoy the gardening aspect while others are more interested in 
folklore and herbal medicine, then there are some who simply enjoy tasting and cooking.  All interests in 
herbs are accommodated! 
 

On Tuesday 2 May we strolled and foraged in the fields and wildflower meadow at the bottom of Altcar 
Lane.  Many specimens of edible plant were collected and identified  
 

We generally meet in someone’s kitchen to exchange any facts that we have learned about specific herbs, 
for example, Rosemary, Thyme or Sage, although, in May, the group have been foraging for wild herbs, 
and we are planning to visit a herbalist.  On 6 June we are going to look at Tarragon. 
 

If you think that you may be interested, then please contact the co-ordinator (Gill Whittaker: 01772426042) 
and pop along for a taster session. 
 

Reading Group 

The Group continues to enjoy reading and discussing the books they have read.  If you would like to join, 

please contact the group leader, Marion Hesketh, through our website.  In case you are interested, the 

books they will be reading over the next few months are as follows:  

AUTHOR   TITLE      DATE 

GREY, Isabelle  The Bad Mother    01/06/2017 

JONASSON, Jonas  The 100-year-old man   06/07/2017 

AMIS, Martin   Pregnant Widow    03/08/2017 

mailto:teresa@teamball.eu
file:///C:/Users/Pam/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/LiveComm/c378b463d697b11f/120712-0049/Att/2007cdb1/teresa@teamball.eu
mailto:teresa@teamball.eu
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GRIFFITHS, E   Zig-Zag Girl     07/09/2017 

ALDERMAN, Naomi  The Liar’s Gospel    05/10/2017 

EGGERS, D   Hologram for the King    02/11/2017 

JOYCE, Rachel  Perfect      07/12/2017 

HARRIS, Joanne  Peaches for M. le Cure   04/01/2018 

HOSSEINI, K   And the Mountains Echoed   01/02/2018 

NOBBS, D   Second Life of Sally Mottram   01/03/2018 

HEALEY, Emma  Elizabeth is Missing    05/04/2018 
 

Visits Group – Reports and Future Visits 

Come and visit the Visits table at our monthly meetings or go to Roccoco on the first Friday of every 
month at 2:00p.m. to book trips.  Full details on the Visits page on the website.  Alternatively you can email 
Pam Carroll carropam@live.co.uk  
 

We had a great trip to Bury Market on Friday 21 April.  All went smoothly, in the capable hands of Dave’s 
driving and Jenny and Keith organising the event.  Jenny even got free shopping bags for everyone – 
kudos!  Not just Black puddings, but an amazing variety of goods for sale.  Loads of bargains in meat, fish, 
fruit and vegetables, material and sewing items.  Reminded me of the shop content in Sid’s poem at the 
last Monthly Meeting.  Bought as much as I could carry (with a little help).  Pam asks Maureen to let us 
know how you cook the karela (strange spiky vegetable) and whether it is delicious.  The verdict on this 
visit was “We will definitely revisit”! 
 

Future visits: 

Friday 2 June   International Polo Semi- Final Chester 

£8 for minibus included; free entry to polo ground 

Wednesday 28 June  Ukulele orchestra GB, Grassington 

£24 + car share SOLD OUT 

Saturday 15 July  Tatton Food Festival 
Approx. £20 including entry and minibus 

Friday 18 August  Southport Flower Show 

Cost £20 including entry and minibus 

Friday 29 September  Haydock Park Race trip 

Cost £5 for transport + £10 concession entry on the day 

NB Please bring your cheque book to the monthly meetings to book for visits.  We prefer payment by 

cheque (payable to Leyland U3A and with the name of the trip on the back) but cash in a sealed envelope 

showing your name, name of trip and amount, is acceptable 

 

The THEATRE GROUP meets in the downstairs café at the Methodist Church Hall, 

Turpin Green Lane.  There is plenty of free parking!  

 

Meetings are at 2:00 p.m. on the second Friday of every month. 
 

Sixteen of us turned up to our meeting on 14 April.  Six of us turned up to the Theatre Group 
meeting on Good Friday to eat excellent cakes, baked by Bill and Maureen.  We mainly discussed 

the July trip and a couple of people said they would like to see the screening of La La Land at 
Chorley in May. 

Next meeting is on Friday 12 May at 2pm at Methodist Hall. We will be selecting a show for August. 

Future Theatre trips are –  

 Little Shop of Horrors – Wednesday 17 May at Runshaw College. – SOLD OUT* 

 Talking Heads – Saturday 14 June 2:00 p.m. at Bolton Octagon, Tickets £13 – now booking 

 Backstage tour of the Octagon theatre – Friday 7 July, 11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 

This free tour will be followed by a lunch at the Olympus Fish & Chip shop in Bolton.  Pay for lunch 
on the day.  Please email Christine if you would like to go: christine_hoey@sky.com or book at the 
meeting on Friday 12 May 

 La La LAND, Chorley Little Theatre – Sunday 21 May 7:30 p.m. to 9:35 p.m.  -Film Tickets £5 

mailto:carropam@live.co.uk
mailto:christine_hoey@sky.com
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USA 2016 128min Certificate 12A, Directed by Damien Chazelle, Starring Ryan Gosling, Emma 
Stone 

The story is about aspiring waitress Mia, budding jazz musician Sebastian and their attempts to 
carve a career and relationship in modern-day Hollywood.  A beautifully-shot musical set in Los 
Angeles, the city of hopes and dreams. 
If you would like to go, book at the meeting on 12 May or email Pam on carropam@live.co.uk  

 

NB Please bring your cheque book to the monthly meetings to book for theatre trips.  We prefer payment 
by cheque (payable to Leyland U3A) and with the name of the show on the back but cash in a sealed 
envelope showing your name, name of show and amount, is acceptable. 
*NB – Tickets sometimes become available at the last minute if someone cannot go.  Ask to be put 
on the waiting list if you are interested in a show which is sold out. 
 

Theatre Reports:  

Anita and Me, Thursday, 9 March 2017 – Grand Theatre, Blackpool 
Sitting in a chilly auditorium in Blackpool, we were treated to a warmhearted and humorous performance of 

this play based on Meera Syal's semi-autobiographical novel about growing up in the 1970s as part of the 

only Punjabi family in a close-knit, all white mining community in the West Midlands.  The set design 

realistically evokes the redbrick terraced housing and is spot-on with 1970s interiors.  Aasiya Shah plays 

Meena, the gawky, bright Punjabi girl who forges an unlikely friendship with the seemingly cool and 

rebellious Anita (Laura Aramayo).  Behind the facade though, Anita is the neglected daughter of an 

impoverished, troubled family and abandoned by her mother.  The first half of the play shows Meena's 

family well integrated in the community.  If anything, it is Anita's family who are ostracised by their 

neighbours.  This makes the violent racist attack on a visiting Punjabi council worker in the second half of 

the play all the more shocking.  However, the play does not delve into the racial politics of the time, but 

instead focuses on the coming of age story and Meena's eventual break with Anita.  Meena is surrounded 

by a loving extended family: her parents (Robert Mountford and ex-Coronation Street actress Shobna 

Gulati), her aunt (Sejal Keshwala) and her formidable grandma, Nanimi, played with great humour and 

charisma by Rina Fatania.  Education is taken seriously in the play and the academically bright Meena has 

a glowing future in prospect, whereas Anita is isolated and destined, we are led to believe, for a bleaker 

future of early pregnancies and troubled relationships, repeating the pattern of her parents. 

Christine Hoey 

 

Cyrano at the Duke’s Theatre in Lancaster on 1 April 2017. 

Members of the Theatre Group went to Lancaster to the Duke’s Theatre on 1 April to see a matinée 

performance of Cyrano.  This was an outstandingly good performance by the theatre company Northern 

Broadsides in association with the New Vic Theatre of Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire.  We 

mentioned that we had come from far Leyland, but our table-companion told us she had travelled from 

London to see the performance: clearly, Northern Broadsides have a loyal and extensive following.  Having 

seen them for the first time, I shall watch for their future performances.  They are a touring company and 

take Cyrano to Scarborough, York, the Lowry, Cheltenham, Bury St Edmunds, Halifax, Derby, and Oxford 

over the next few months. 
 

The dialogue and repartee were witty, and delivered with impeccable timing.  Act I is set in Paris in 1640, 

when France was at war against Spain.  Most of the male characters are cadets (junior officers) in the 

Gascony Guards, so there is plenty of sword-play, very well coached by the appropriately-named Philip 

D’Orleans.  The rustic origins of the Gascons are well suggested by the use of regional northern English 

accents, while Roxanne, ‘a brilliant and beautiful young woman’ played by Sharon Singh, spoke with a very 

‘refined’ Scottish accent.  Cyrano, of the unmentionably long nose, was played by Christian Edwards, and 

dominated the action as ‘wing-man’ and speech-maker for Christian de Neuvillette, ‘the new boy in town’, in 

inarticulate love with Roxanne.  Francesca Mills used her short stature to great advantage, playing an 

impish pickpocket, apprentice to Ragueneau the Parisian pâtissier poet, and a solemn nun – she held the 

audience’s attention whenever she appeared.  All the other members of the cast gave polished professional 

performances.  When music was required, it was provided by the cast on violin, trumpet, flute or drums.  

Ligniere, the troubadour guitarist, (played by Michael Hugo) was another comedic continuity character. 

mailto:carropam@live.co.uk
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The romantic comedy was originally written in rhyming couplets by Edmond Rostand, as a fictionalised 

account of the real life of Cyrano de Bergerac.  Its first performance in Paris in 1897 drew an hour’s 

applause at the end.  There have since been many translations and adaptations in English and USAnian 

(otherwise called American!), and even one in Azerbaijani, for stage and film performance.  This version is 

a new adaptation in English by Deborah McAndrew.  She retains much of the rhyme and gives the play its 

French flavour by using many of the expressions in Franglais familiar to us all.  The result is a fresh 

portrayal of an everlasting theme.  Northern Broadsides performed it with appropriate panache (flamboyant 

confidence or style or manner).  Comments as we left the theatre were that many of us had not known what 

to expect, but all of us had enjoyed it immensely. 

Alastair Thomas 

 

Cyrano Saturday 1 April 2017 – Duke's Playhouse, Lancaster 

At just short of three hours duration, Northern Broadsides' touring production of Cyrano engaged all the 
emotions, with its mix of comedy, romance, music and pathos.  Cyrano is a swashbuckling soldier-poet, in 
love with his beautiful cousin, Roxane, but convinced that she will never requite his love, owing to his 
phenomenally prominent hooter.  Christian Edwards (still recognisable under the prosthetic nose as Cosmo 
from our visit to Singin' in the Rain) plays Cyrano with the requisite humour, panache and pathos.  When 
Roxane (Sharon Singh) falls in love with the handsome but tongue-tied Christian (Adam Barlow), Cyrano 
undertakes to provide eloquent and poetic words of courtship on his behalf.  A comic highlight is his briefing 
of his inarticulate love rival on how to woo Roxane.  Left to his own devices, the best Christian can come up 
with is "I want to nibble your neck.  Well, it's alliteration, isn't it?" 
 
The ruse is successful and Christian marries Roxane, but within hours he and Cyrano are despatched to 
the siege of Arras.  The dangers, hunger, boredom and privations of the siege are beautifully conveyed via 
a haunting melody "The Song of the Seasons".  The final scene, 14 years after the siege, where the 
widowed Roxane finally realises that the dying Cyrano has loved her all along, is hugely affecting. 
 
With high production values in both costume and set design, the play is very well-acted by all involved. 
Special mention goes to Francesca Mills who is an eye-catching bundle of energy, lighting up the stage in a 
series of cameo parts: a nifty pickpocket, apprentice baker and gossip-hungry nun.  However, there was 
not a single weak link in the cast, with many playing several parts – and musical instruments.  One of the 
highlights of the play is the original period-style music excellently performed by the very talented cast. 
 
We hope that Northern Broadsides will stop off at Lancaster on their next tour. 
Christine Hoey 

The UKELELE GROUP  
Due to the popularity of this group we can no longer take any new members at the 
moment.  However, we can put your name on a waiting list and let you know if any 
places become available. 
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Below are two concerts you might be interested in – 

An evening of French Music in Preston 

The Preston Orpheus Choir is delighted to present an evening of French Music including 

Durufle's Requiem and a collection of sacred choral pieces set in the French language 

including Cantique de Jean Racine, Salve Regina and the much loved Panis Angelicus and 

Ave Maria. 

 

St John’s Minster, Church Street, Preston, PR1 3BT is the venue for the Choir’s concert on 
Saturday 13 May 2017 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are priced at £10 (under 18s are free) and are available on the 
evening of the concert at the venue or by contacting 01772 735197. 
 

Preston Cecilian Choral Society is presenting an evening of music composed 

entirely by their accompanist, Graham Jackson.  Some of the music has been written 
by Graham following his travels around the world.  Some represents the seasons of the 
year and one is a hymn to St Cecilia who, I am sure you know, is the Patron Saint of 
music.  Two things all the pieces have in common is their wonderful craftsmanship and 
their atmospheric effect.  African songs will be accompanied by drums and other 
African instruments! 

 

This concert is also to celebrate the 50th wedding anniversary of Graham and his wife Marion who is also a 
choir member.  The music will be conducted by our young, talented conductor, Robert Brooks, who is one 
of only eight young musicians to be awarded a Fellowship by the National Youth Choirs of Great Britain this 
year. 
 

There will be a selection of delicious canapés following the concert – made by Father Timothy of Preston 
Minster. 
 

The concert will take place on Saturday 10 June at 7:30 p.m. in St John’s Minster, Church Street, Preston 
PR1 3BT.  Tickets are £14 each, to include the buffet after the concert.  Please contact Janet Thomas on 
01772 458338 to order tickets. 
 

With Best wishes, 

Janet Thomas,  

Newsletter Editor, hijthomas@btopenworld.com  
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 ACTIVE GROUPS   

GROUP  COORDINATOR  TELEPHONE  EMAIL  FREQUENCY  

Art  Lorna Snape  01772 436289  lornasnape@hotmail.co.uk  Fortnightly  

Card & Board Games  Anne Richardson  01772 455657  nandy214@hotmail.co.uk  Fortnightly  

Crafts & Hobbies  Pauline Worthington  01772 600951  pauline@eggs4u.co.uk  Monthly  

Crochet  Judith Veevers  07720 430614  judithveevers@aol.co.uk  Fortnightly  

Cycling  Edna Lydiate  01772 454099  elydiate@hotmail.com  Weekly  

Dining Out  Linda Williams  01772 434073  lwilliams@blueyonder.co.uk  Monthly  

Electronic Keyboard  Mike Fitzpatrick  01772 424189  mike13may@yahoo.co.uk  Ask Coordinator  

Growing &Using Herbs  Gill Whittaker  01772 426042  rgwhittaker@icloud.com  Monthly  

Knitting  Fiona Gregson  01772 463277  fiona.gregson@blueyonder.co.uk  Fortnightly  

Lock picking  Jim Porter  01772 452326  leylandu3a@gmail.com  Ask Coordinator  

Reading  Marian Hesketh  01772 339699  marianhesketh53@gmail.com  Monthly  

Scrabble  Edna Lydiate  01772 454099  elydiate@hotmail.com  Weekly  

Target Shooting  Jim Porter  01772 452326  leylandu3a@gmail.com  Weekly  

Table Tennis  Ann France  01772 424673  No email  Fortnightly  

Theatre Visits  Pam Carroll  NONE  carropam@live.co.uk  Monthly  

Ukulele  Ian Barrow  01772 431154  mediau3a@gmail.com  Fortnightly  

Visits & Trips Out  Pam Carroll  NONE  carropam@live.co.uk  Monthly  

Walking (4 to 6 miles )  Roger Taylor  01772 379397  rogandsheila@gmail.com  Monthly  

Walking (6 to 10 miles )  Ian Barrow  01772 431154  mediau3a@gmail.com  Monthly  

 POTENTIAL NEW GROUPS   

GROUP  COORDINATOR  TELEPHONE  EMAIL  FREQUENCY  

Boccia  Andy Vurley  07909 534885  andyv49@live.co.uk  Ask Coordinator  

Discussion  Bill Gilson  01772 436944  No email  Ask Coordinator  

Indoor Kurling  Andy Vurley  07909 534885  andyv49@live.co.uk  Ask Coordinator  

New Age Indoor Bowling  Andy Vurley  07909 534885  andyv49@live.co.uk  Ask Coordinator  

 

More information can be found on each group’s web page 
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