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Websites: -  https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com  

Blog Page https://u3aleylandblog.wordpress.com/   

Facebook LeylandU3A  Twitter @LeylandU3A  Email Address mediau3a@gmail.com 
 

Important information from our web master, Ian Barrow, - Next time you visit the Web and 
Blog pages, don’t forget to click on the Follow Button (bottom right hand corner of the page) and 
enter your email address.  You will then automatically be notified when the pages are updated. 

 

!  Please remember - ! 
Paper copies of the Newsletter at the monthly meetings on Wednesdays are only for members 
who do not have access to the Internet.  Please do not take a paper copy if you can access the 
Internet.  Internet users will already have received a copy by email. 

 

Internet Buddies – Be a friend to a Leyland U3A member near you who 
does not have access to the Internet. 
If you would be willing to print out an extra copy for (or share your copy with) 
a member who does not have access to the Internet, please contact the 
Editor to see if someone near you would like to hear from you. 
 

Urgent request to all Group Co-ordinators! 
Jim Porter, who looks after the membership database has asked the following:- 
 

Would all co-ordinators email Jim at leylandu3a@gmail.com with the name of your group and the 
names of the members in that group so that he has all the details to enable him to run an efficient 
service, please? 
 

Beacon System 
By now everyone should have received their usernames and passwords for the Beacon System as 
well as the web addresses and instructions for logging in to the main site and also the Members' 
Portal. 
 

The Beacon System is the database used widely by the U3A to hold all the details (name, 
address, telephone, email etc) of U3A members.  Access to the details is strictly regulated and 
protected under data protection laws, so no one else can access your data – only the membership 
secretary and one or two other officers who have a genuine need to know. 
 

All Leyland U3A members’ details are on this – and due to data protection law the “keeper” of the 
database (Jim Porter) has to allow you access to your personal details (no one else’s) so that you 
can verify them as correct. 
 

If you haven't yet received your usernames and/or passwords, or if you need help logging in, 
please let Jim Porter know. 
 

A quick reminder that the main access site can be found at.... 
https://u3abeacon.org.uk/password.php 

While the Members' Portal is at.... 
https://u3abeacon.org.uk/u3aportal.php?u3a=29&sc=CUSK   

https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/
https://u3aleylandblog.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/925612537502828/
mailto:@LeylandU3A
mailto:mediau3a@gmail.com
mailto:leylandu3a@gmail.com
https://u3abeacon.org.uk/password.php
https://u3abeacon.org.uk/u3aportal.php?u3a=29&sc=CUSK


2 

 

Emergency Contacts 

We urge all members to add an emergency contact to their personal details on the Beacon 
system through the Members' Portal so that, in the unlikely event of accident or illness, we know 
who to contact.  It would also be a good idea to add contact details to your membership cards 
so that we can contact someone should you fall ill or need help at/during the monthly meeting or at 
a group meeting  -  not that we anticipate any problems! 
 

Website: Information on any upcoming events should be forwarded to Ian Barrow at 

the website, with as much detail as possible, so that visitors to the website (and there have been 
many!) can see exactly what activities are taking place.  After any event, please send a report and 
any pictures you may have so that we can investigate the creation of a picture gallery. 

 

Leyland U3A Membership:  As we are nearing the end of our first year, new members who 

enrol between May and June will be charged £15 for full membership until 30 June 2017. 
 

This membership fee includes a subscription to Central Office and a magazine every 4 months.  
Subscriptions should be given to the Membership Secretary who will issue a Membership Card.  If 
you have any enquiries regarding membership of the Leyland U3A group, please speak to a 
Committee member at the monthly meeting or contact any Committee member through the 
website. 
 

Please carry your membership card – and your coffee money!  Please always 

have your membership card with you when you attend the main monthly meeting (on the 
second Wednesday of each month) and/or when you attend any group meeting(s).  
You will be asked for your name and membership number when entering the monthly 
meeting and when you attend any group meetings.  At the monthly meeting 
please also have £1 ready to cover your coffee/tea if you are a U3A member, or 
£2 for visitors.  When you attend group meetings, please take £1.50 for each 
group you attend. 
 

Monthly meetings take place at Fox Lane Cricket Club (PR25 1HB) at 

10.30 am on the second Wednesday of each month.  The admission fee is £1 including 
refreshments for members of the U3A (£2 for non-U3A-members).  Please note that non-U3A-
members can only attend one monthly meeting – if they want to attend further meetings they must 
join the Leyland branch of the U3A.  People can join more than one U3A group. 
 

At most monthly meetings there will be an invited speaker.  The format for each meeting will be: 

10.30 – 10.45  Notices and news 

10.45 – 11.30  Guest Speaker, followed by questions 

11.30 – 12.30 Refreshments, membership matters, information and enrolment 
for Group activities, NB Once you are a member of Leyland 
U3A, you can join as many of our Groups as you wish. 
Calendar of events and socialising. 

12.30    Close of meeting 

The Guest Speakers for the following months are: 

 

11 May 2016 Edward Almond “The Myths and Legends of the Ancient 
Olympics” 

 
8 June 2016 

Annual General Meeting 
Followed by 

Canon Robert Brunswick 
 

Annual General Meeting 
Followed by  

“Strange Things in Medieval England” 
 

13 July 2016 Mr Steve Robinson The Impressionists 
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Leyland U3A Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting of Leyland U3A will take place on Wednesday, 8 June 2016.  
Please do your best to attend.  This is your chance to raise items which have been delighting 
you or worrying you!  If you have questions about how Leyland U3A is run or who is on the 
current Steering Committee – here is your chance to find the answers. 
 

Please remember that the committee which has been organising and running Leyland U3A 
since its inception in May 2015 has been a Steering Committee.  Many of those on this 
Steering Committee have expressed their willingness to carry on into the new Executive 
Committee if members are happy for them to do so and will vote them in.  However, even if 
all of these people are (re)-elected to the new committee, we shall still need new committee 
members.  We can have up to 12 members on the Executive Committee.  Here is your 
chance to stand for election to the new Executive Committee – to replace someone who has 
left the Steering Committee, to fill a vacancy which has not yet been filled on the existing 
committee or to challenge one of the current Steering Committee members who is standing 
again but whose position you feel you could fill better! 
 

 Jim Porter, our Membership Secretary, has sent all Internet users an email with papers 
explaining the procedures for the AGM (on behalf of the Chairman, Edward Almond).  If you 
have not received this, please contact Jim Porter through the website. 
 

The email is an invitation to attend the AGM and gives details of the Constitution and of how 
you can put forward a motion for the AGM and/or stand for election to the new 
committee.  If you want to stand for election to the committee, a form has been appended to 
the email which you, and your proposer will have to fill in.  Please ensure it reaches the 
Chairperson by email (through the website) or by post (E. Almond, Chairperson, 66 Langdale 
Road, Leyland PR25 3AS) before the deadline 12 noon on Monday 16 May 2016. 
 

Every member has the right to put forward a proposal (motion) to the AGM.  If you would 
like to do so, you need to write out your proposal and have it seconded by another member 
of Leyland U3A.  Then send it to Edward Almond (email through the website or by letter to E. 

Almond) by the deadline 12.00 noon on Monday 16 May 2016. 

 

Our last Wednesday Meeting Talk 
A Trawler man’s Tale, by Jim Porter 

A talk inspired by shoppers moaning about the price of fish.  Jim gave us a first 
hand and first rate insight into the arduous yet addictive life of a Fleetwood 
trawler man.  If they didn't fish, they didn't eat.  We saw devastating Growler 
waves, heard of many lives tragically lost, learned fascinating details of 
shipboard life, lots of technical information and amazing film footage.  We found 
out why you never leave a door open on a boat!  And we got a dubious recipe for 

– Tea: 1/4lb tea, a tin of condensed milk, 1/2 bottle of rum and boiling water! 
An informative morning, with many light-hearted stories, but with the underlying message that - 

“The price of fish? –  It is counted in men’s lives." 

Thanks to Pam Carroll for this report. 
 

Group Meetings 
The following groups have Group Co-ordinators and are either already running 
or ready to run. Please look on the website for a very useful calendar 
with the group meetings for May on it. 
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Do you have some spare time? –  Why not join 

another Leyland U3A group (or your first group)?  You never know how good you will be at 
something or how much you might enjoy a new subject until you try. 

So, go on …have a go at something new……! 

 

Groups 
 

As I explained in the last newsletter, I shall not be giving full details of all the 
groups in the Newsletter as Co-ordinators, times and venues can now be 
found easily on the Leyland U3A website.  The following groups are now up 

and running. 

 

Art, Bird Watching, Bridge, Card & Board Games, Computing, Crafts and Hobby, Crochet, 
Cycling, Dining/Eating out, Genealogy, Knitting, Languages, Lockpicking (for fun only!), 
Target Shooting, Theatre Visits, Reading, Sewing & Patchwork, Ukulele, Walking. 
 

For ALL groups there is a flat attendance fee of £1.50 per person per session, to cover room hire 
& insurance.  This may only be waived at the discretion of the committee. 
 

NB Walking Group:  We are hoping that someone will revive the 

Walking Group fairly soon – at least for some levels of walking – watch this 
space!  
 

Possible new groups: 

If anyone is interested in Boccia, New Age Kurling and New Age Bowls, 
follow the internet links below and get in touch with Andy Vurley 07909 534885 

https://www.paralympic.org/boccia 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=new+age+kurling&safe=active&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ
&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjDg5WftvPLAhWkCJoKHUqND-wQsAQINA&biw=1536&bih=754 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=new+age+bowls&safe=active&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ
&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi4_vjCtvPLAhUBAZoKHWhtCN8QsAQISg&biw=1536&bih=754 

 

Electronic Keyboards – if you are interested in learning to play, thinking of buying etc., 

please contact Mike Fitzpatrick through the website. 
 

Possible Venues for Group meetings:  If you know of any place(s) which would be 

suitable for Groups to meet, could you please let the Committee know through the website, using 
the general “enquiry” link.  Please tell us where the possible venue is, how much it would cost to 
hire (per hour), how easy it would be to get there (on a bus route?) and whether it would be 
accessible to people with mobility problems.  It would also be helpful to know when (days, times) 
the venue would be available to U3A groups.  Carol Wilson has a very useful list of “things” to look 
for.  You can contact her through the website for help. 
 

 

https://www.paralympic.org/boccia
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=new+age+kurling&safe=active&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjDg5WftvPLAhWkCJoKHUqND-wQsAQINA&biw=1536&bih=754
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=new+age+kurling&safe=active&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjDg5WftvPLAhWkCJoKHUqND-wQsAQINA&biw=1536&bih=754
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=new+age+bowls&safe=active&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi4_vjCtvPLAhUBAZoKHWhtCN8QsAQISg&biw=1536&bih=754
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=new+age+bowls&safe=active&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi4_vjCtvPLAhUBAZoKHWhtCN8QsAQISg&biw=1536&bih=754
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Group Reports 
The Editor would like to receive short articles about the different groups in Leyland U3A.  It is 
hoped that these reports might encourage more people to join the various groups we have in order 
to learn and to enjoy – in whatever order you prefer!  Joining a group is also a very good way to 
meet people and make new friends.  I look forward to receiving your reports! 

Janet 

 

Art Group 
The art group is moving, and will now take place at the Cricket Pavilion at Fox Lane.  The next 
meeting will be on the 18 May at 2:00pm and fortnightly thereafter.  No stairs, no tables to put 
away!  Everyone welcome - all mediums, all abilities. 
 

This group is a small, informal group where anything goes, from sketching to sculpture.  
Watercolour is also very popular.  So come along and spend a very pleasant afternoon in a warm 
and friendly atmosphere, tea break included.  2:00pm-4:00pm 

 

Board Games 

We are a small, but friendly, group who have bonded well and have been meeting weekly at my 
home.  We started with the old favourite, Uno, and progressed to games which were new to us, 
but fun to play, such as Sequence, Labyrinth and Twirkle.  Please note, we meet at 2.00 pm and 
not 1.30 pm as appears elsewhere. 
 

Cycling 

Ian Barrow has sent in the following details which may be of interest to some of you. 
The White Bear Way takes place on Saturday 25 June 2016.  More details can be found on the 
Walking Page on the website. 
 

Dining Out Club 

16 May – The Plough (Jerry’s), Euxton for lunch: time to be confirmed – prices vary 

16 June – Sagar Indian Restaurant at Whittle le Woods for evening meal: time to be 
confirmed – prices vary 

Please contact Linda, Carole and Kathy through the website. 
 

Gardening 

Sorry to say that this group is now without a co-ordinator.  June and Graeme Butler will sadly no 
longer be leading this group due to other commitments. 
Anyone who signed up to join can take on the role.  Now that spring is here at last there are NGS 
gardens open for charity every weekend or, indeed, other larger gardens to visit.  If you are willing 
to co-ordinate the Gardening Group by getting the group together and working out what and when 
is required, could you please sit at the Gardening Group table at the next meeting at Fox Lane on 
11 May please?  Alternatively, if you are unable to attend would you please telephone Carol 
Wilson on 01772 641944 to make alternative arrangements for your first meeting. 
As you will be aware, our last meeting was at Stonehouse School where we met the delightful 
children, chatted with them regarding flowers and veg they wanted to see growing and potted and 
we also planted some seeds.  The School has now been furnished with the list of items which they 
will purchase and plant up with the now very knowledgeable children’s assistance.  Many thanks 
to all friends who gave their time on the two visits; the project is now closed. 
Thanks to Carol Wilson for this report and thanks to Carol and her husband Patrick for taking over 
the running of the Gardening Group when June and Graeme Butler were away.. 
 



6 

 

Knitting Group 

Fiona Gregson and Pauline Worthington have formed a new Knitting 
Group which “is doing fine.  We are making hats, baby coats, little girl 
cardigans, face/dish cloths and many other lovely items. 
We meet on Thursday mornings; dates are 12 and 26 May and 9 and 
23 June.”  Please see web site for venue details.  Everyone is 
welcome – male or female.” 

 

Crafts and Hobby Group 

A new Crafts and Hobby group has also been formed by Fiona and 
Pauline (see above) and this group will meet every Wednesday 
afternoon following the monthly meeting at Fox Lane from 12:30 until 
3:00 pm.  It is in the meeting room so bring your things with you and 
your lunch to save you going home.  Once again, everyone is welcome 
just bring your craft or hobby along and join in the fun. 
Both Fiona and Pauline and “are always at the monthly group so come 
along for a chat and see what the groups have to offer.” 

 

The Reading Group 

New members are always welcome.  Group co-ordinator is Marian Hesketh: telephone 01772 

339699 or email marianhesketh53@gmail.com.  The reading list can be found on the web site. 

Theatre Group 

Our next meeting is on Friday 13 May at 2:00 pm at the Roccoco Coffee 
Lounge, Chapel Brow, Leyland where we hope to discuss and agree on 
theatre trips for July and August. 
 

Our next outing is Saturday 21 May, 7:30pm – #chipshopthemusical - includes 
fish, chips and a brew! - Olympus Café, Bolton - SOLD OUT 

BUT…….. 
Tickets sometimes become available at the last minute, so email carropam@live.co.uk to 

add your name to our waiting list if you fancy one of our sold out events. 
 

The last play we saw was ‘Habeas Corpus’ at Chorley Little Theatre. 

Chorley Amateur Dramatic and Operatic Society (CADOS) almost filled the theatre on 26 April 
2016.  The audience were mostly grey-haired folk, but it was good to see some younger people 
there too.  The auditorium is not big, so we were all quite close to the stage.  Parking nearby was 
not a problem. 

The play, one of Alan Bennett’s earliest, was in the same genre as the Brian Rix farces that used 
to fill London’s Whitehall Theatre.  The programme gave us a “Word of warning, there will be 
trouser dropping and a little bit of bosom holding.  Thick cardigans were provided during 
rehearsals.”! 

The amateur cast produced an enjoyable evening with slick timing, audible punchlines and quick-
fire repartee.  

The play was held together by David Walker (Dr Wicksteed) who appeared in almost every scene, 
and by Sue Hilton, playing Mrs Swabb, who ‘comes in to clean’ and who provided a lot of narrative 
continuity.  Sean Roberts played the hopeless hypochondriac son, Dennis Wicksteed, who “gets 
the girl” in the end – Felicity Rumpers (Sara Norse).  Diane Glover was a plausibly busty Muriel 

mailto:marianhesketh53@gmail.com
mailto:carropam@live.co.uk
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Wicksteed, the eager wife of the jaded Doctor.  Her flat-chested sister-in-law, Connie Wicksteed 
(played by Cassandra Wicksteed – she must be related!) was the happy recipient of a pair of 
‘falsies’ that would, she hoped, miraculously transform her bosom and her love-life, which centred 
on the bicycle-riding vicar, Canon Throbbing. 

Other characters included Sir Percy Shorter (Ken Brindley), Muriel Wicksteed’s ‘old flame’, risen to 
the heights of President of the BMA and determined to disgrace Dr Wicksteed – until the tables 
were turned on him when it was revealed that he had fathered the illegitimate Felicity Rumpers 
while her mother was sheltering in his surgery during the blitz!  Felicity’s mother, Lady Rumpers, 
(Renee Clitheroe) was a very convincing self-important lady.  Barry Callander, playing the “falsie-
fitter” technician, added to the fun effectively with a succession of trouser-less entrances.  Bob 
Hopkinson was the depressive ‘Purdue’ whose lugubrious presence opened the play and who 
later reappeared with a noose around his neck to add contrast to the prevailing hilarity. 

The text has stood the test of time well, although younger members of the audience may not have 
known who Ted Heath was!  The stage set was well-designed and depicted the Wicksteeds’ sunny 
sitting room with the Doctor’s surgery stage right, with 1960s hospital screens to add authenticity. 
A pair of deck-chairs stage left represented ‘the end of Brighton pier’.  All in all the play was very 
enjoyable – all the more so as it was performed by an amateur group. 

Thanks to Alastair Thomas for this report. 

The Ukulele Group 

NB Due to the popularity of this group we can no longer take any new members at the moment.  

However, we can put your name on a waiting list and let you know if any places become available. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Contributions to the Newsletter 

Should you wish to contribute anything to the Newsletter which 
might interest members, please contact me (see below).  I do hope 
you have found this Newsletter helpful.  As time passes, there 
should be more information with times, dates and venues.  
Hopefully, we shall also have some more Groups with activities 
which you would like to join.  You can join as many of the groups as 
you can fit into your “free” time. 
 

With best wishes from 
Janet Thomas Newsletter Editor 

hijthomas@btopenworld.com 
 
 
 

Are you interested in attending the North West U3A AGM?  Details are: 
NORTH WEST REGION of U3As 

Registered Charity number 1159091 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE DAY 2016 incorporating the Annual General Meeting 

10.00am – 4.00pm June 8th 
Quaker Meeting House, Liverpool. 

Forms can be obtained through the North West U3A site at 
http://www.u3anwr.webeden.co.uk/conference-day-2016/4590115040 
You will need to sign in, so have your membership number handy. 

You’re never too old to teach – nor too young to learn! 

mailto:hijthomas@btopenworld.com
http://www.u3anwr.webeden.co.uk/conference-day-2016/4590115040

