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Your 2016-17 subscriptions (£15) became due on the 1 July – Pam Carroll will have some 

renewal forms on Wednesday 13 July at the Wednesday monthly meeting, or your group 

coordinator should have membership renewal forms as well.  Please pay by cheque, made 

payable to Leyland U3A at the next Wednesday monthly meeting at Fox Lane (13 July 2016). 

New Group starts tomorrow, 5 July – see Group details on page 4 

!  Please remember  ! 

 

Paper copies of the Newsletter at the monthly meetings on Wednesdays are only for members 
who do not have access to the Internet.  Please do not take a paper copy if you can access the 
Internet.  Internet users will already have received a copy by email. 

 

Internet Buddies – Can you help someone who does not have Internet 
access? 

If you would be willing to print out an extra copy for (or share your copy with) 
a member who does not have access to the Internet, please contact the 
Editor to see if someone near you would like to hear from you. 
 

Urgent request to all Group Co-ordinators! 

Jim Porter, who looks after the membership database, has asked the following:-      
 

Would all co-ordinators email Jim at leylandu3a@gmail.com with the name of your group and the 
names of the members in that group so that he has all the details to enable him to run an efficient 
service, please?  Also, please keep him up-to-date with any changes. 
 

Beacon and Emergency Contacts – Reminder 

Please can you make sure that Jim Porter has your emergency contact details?  Please email Jim 
at leylandu3a@gmail.com with your name and your contact’s name and telephone number(s). 
 

It would also be a good idea to add contact details to your membership 
cards so that we can contact someone should you fall ill or need help 
at/during the monthly meeting or at a group meeting  -  not that we anticipate 
any problems! 
 

Please carry your membership card – and your coffee money!  Please always 

have your membership card with you when you attend the main monthly meeting (on the 
second Wednesday of each month) and/or when you attend any group meeting(s).  
You will be asked for your name and membership number when entering the monthly 
meeting and when you attend any group meetings.  When you attend group 
meetings, please take £1.00 for each group you attend. 
 

mailto:leylandu3a@gmail.com
mailto:leylandu3a@gmail.com
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Monthly meetings take place at Fox Lane Cricket Club (PR25 1HB) at 10:30 am on the 

second Wednesday of each month.  The admission fee is £1 including refreshments for 
members of the U3A (£2 for non-U3A-members).  Please note that non-U3A-members can only 
attend one monthly meeting – if they want to attend further meetings they must join the Leyland 
branch of the U3A.  People can join more than one U3A group. 
 

Please be aware that the actual meeting starts at 10:30 am but the meeting 
room will be open from 10:00am until 1:00pm so that members can have a 

chat to friends and get to know new people.  You are free to remain behind and 
talk to friends or look at the Groups tables – you might find the activity you have been wanting to 
do for years!  So why not use this as a time in which you can meet old friends and make new 
friendships – a warm and friendly social get together. 
 

At most monthly meetings there will be an invited speaker.  The format for each meeting will be: 

10:30 – 10:45  Notices and news 

10:45 – 11:30  Guest Speaker, followed by questions 

11:30 – 12:30 Refreshments, membership matters, information and enrolment 
for Group activities, NB Once you are a member of Leyland 
U3A, you can join as many of our Groups as you wish. 
Calendar of events and socialising. 

12:30    Close of meeting 
 

The Guest Speakers for the following months are: 

 

13 July 2016 Mr Steve Robinson The Impressionists  
Painting Light and Colour  

10 August Quiz and Social  

14 September  David and Julie Oliver and 
Queenie 

Guide Dogs for the Blind 

12 October A member of the Wildlife 
Trust 

Wildlife Gardening 

9 November S Williams "Somme reflections."  A talk about the 
Battle of the Somme in 1916, featuring 
local soldiers who fought and died in 

the 4 month battle. 
Followed by some music from the 

Ukulele Group 

14 December Christmas Social With a Jacob’s Join* 
 

*For anyone who does not know what a Jacob’s Join is – it is a term used to 

describe a get-together that involves each person bringing some food – usually something they’ve 
made themselves – to share with the others.  We hope that not everyone will bring mince pies!  
Perhaps a discussion with your friends might help?  The committee will put up a list of festive 
foods nearer the time and you can chose what you would like to bring from that. 
 

The Annual General Meeting 8 June 2016 

Our first AGM took place at the Fox Lane Sports and Social Club on 8 June 2016 before the talk 
by Canon Robert Brunswick (see reports below).  There was a good representation of members 
there to listen to the reports.  There were no motions put before the committee nor were there any 
members standing for election to the committee.  Those members of the committee who had said 
they would stand for re-election were, therefore, re-elected to office.  A full list of committee 
members is to be found below. 
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Unfortunately, both Carol and Patrick Wilson are unable to continue as members of the committee 
and were warmly thanked for all they had done to get Leyland U3A “off the ground” and for their 
continuing help in the months that followed.  The committee will miss their cheerfulness and their 
valuable contributions.  We are also very thankful to Carol for her work as Co-ordinator of the 
Group Co-ordinators and we thank both Carol and Patrick for their work as co-ordinators of the 
Gardening Group. 
 

The committee was also warmly thanked for their work over the past year by Fiona 
Gregson – and the committee is very appreciative of her words.  
 

And finally, but not least, we would all like to thank Lindsay Barrow for the 
wonderful cakes (Courgette, Lemon Drizzle and Chocolate cakes) she brought 
to go with the tea and coffee at the end of the meeting – they were absolutely 
delicious!  We hope to bring you the recipes later on. 
 

Committee Members for July 2016 – June 2017 
Chairman & Speaker Secretary Edward Almond 
Group Liaison Teresa Ball 
Publicity and Social Media Ian Barrow 
Secretary Pam Carroll 
Vice Chair Alan Fairey 
Membership Secretary Jim Porter 
Venue Registrar Roger Taylor 
Newsletter Janet Thomas 
Treasurer Andy Vurley 

All committee members can be contacted through the website. 
 

Our last Wednesday Meeting Talk on 8 June 2016 from Jim Porter 

As with the talk on Gilbert & Sullivan, I made the mistake of pre-judging the content of the June 
talk based on speaker and/or content.  I fully expected the talk by Canon Robert Brunswick to be 
dry and boring. 
It was, however, completely the opposite.  Canon Brunswick presented a highly amusing and 
extremely informative window through which to view the customs and practices of medieval 
England. 
By mixing historical facts with personal anecdotes, the Canon kept the audience both amused and 
well informed about the life and times of people in the Middle Ages, compared to life today.  The 
hygiene (or distinct lack of it), must have made things quite interesting for people in those days. 
 

And this month we are lucky to have a second report on the same talk this one from Pam 
Carroll! 

  
Canon Robert Brunswick, our most immaculately dressed speaker to date, regaled us with his 
tales of “Strange things in Medieval England”.  We were immediately made aware that in medieval 
times we would not be here – for two reasons.  Firstly, we would all smell too bad to sit together 
indoors – bathing and washing were not done, because of the foulness of water supplies.  
Secondly, we would have exceeded our life expectancy.  There followed a plethora of interesting 
facts: - who knew that Weil's disease was rife in Eccleston & Croston, that Henry VIII decreed that 
all people had to be buried in wool or that Church Guest houses, named after the symbols of 
saints to whom the churches were dedicated, gave rise to many of our pub names such as the 
Eagle, (St John) or the Cross Keys (St Peter).  A thoroughly entertaining and fact-filled talk.  
Pam Carroll 
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Group Meetings 
Please look on the website for a very useful calendar with the group 
meetings for July on it. 
 

 

Do you have some spare time? –Why not join another 

Leyland U3A group (or your first)?  You never know how 
good you will be at something or how much you might 
enjoy a new subject until you try. 

So, go on …have a go at something new……! 

 
 

Groups 

 

New Group Coordinator.  Carol Wilson resigned as Groups Coordinator at the AGM.  She had 
been working with Teresa Ball for the previous couple of months and Teresa has taken over 
responsibility for groups from 8 June.  She will be in touch with Group Coordinators or they can 
contact her on 01772 456396 or email teresa@teamball.eu 
 

It has been a pleasure and a privilege to be in the U3A with Carol who, from the start, has worked 
extremely hard to help set up groups, has offered an understanding ear to all, has demonstrated 
wonderful diplomatic skills and been a lovely person to have as a committee, coordinator and 
general member.  Many thanks from all the committee, Carol.  We will miss you. 
 

The following groups are now up and running. 

Art, Bird Watching, Bridge, Card & Board Games, Computing, Crafts and Hobby, Crochet, 
Cycling, Dining/Eating out, Genealogy, Knitting, Languages, Lockpicking (for fun only!), 
Target Shooting, Theatre Visits, Reading, Sewing & Patchwork, Ukulele. 
 

For ALL groups there is now a flat attendance fee of only £1.00 per person per session, to 
cover room hire & insurance.  This may only be waived at the discretion of 
the committee. 
 

NB Walking Group:  We are hoping that someone will revive the Walking 

Group fairly soon – at least for some levels of walking – watch this space! 
 

!New Group! 

Growing and Using Herbs:        A new group is now ready to meet with the purpose of 

exploring herbs.  We will look at propagation, growing, 
medicinal uses, and recipes.  The first meeting is on 
Tuesday 5 July from 10:00 – 12:00 pm at 165 Fox Lane, 
Leyland PR25 1HE. 
The second meeting will be on Tuesday 2 August, same 
time, same place. 
If you would like to join the group, please just come along 
with anything you have on herb growing and use, and we 
will take it from there! 
Contact the co-ordinator, Gill Whittaker by phone, text or 

email on 01772 426042/07548501942/ rgwhittaker@icloud.com 

 

mailto:teresa@teamball.eu
mailto:rgwhittaker@icloud.com
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Possible new groups: 

If anyone is interested in setting up a new group, we really want to help you to get started.  
Contact our new Groups Coordinator, Teresa Ball, teresa@teamball.eu or ask any committee 
member to put you in touch with her. 
 

A Discussion Group 
Bill Gilson has suggested setting up a Discussion Group.  If anyone is interested in this, would 
they please speak to Bill after the next Monthly Meeting on 13 July 

 

If anyone is interested in Boccia, New Age Kurling and New Age Bowls, follow the internet links 
below and get in touch with Andy Vurley 07909 534885 

https://www.paralympic.org/boccia 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=new+age+kurling&safe=active&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ
&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjDg5WftvPLAhWkCJoKHUqND-wQsAQINA&biw=1536&bih=754 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=new+age+bowls&safe=active&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ
&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi4_vjCtvPLAhUBAZoKHWhtCN8QsAQISg&biw=1536&bih=754 

 

Electronic Keyboards – if you are interested in learning to play, thinking of buying etc., 

please contact Mike Fitzpatrick through the website. 
 

Possible Venues for Group meetings:  If 

you know of any place(s) which would be suitable 
for Groups to meet, could you please let the 

Committee know through the website, using the general “enquiry” link.  Please tell us 
where the possible venue is, how much it would cost to hire (per hour), how easy it would be to get 
there (parking available or on a bus route?) and whether it would be accessible to people with 
mobility problems.  It would also be helpful to know when (days, times) the venue would be 
available to U3A groups.  Teresa Ball has a very useful list of “things” to look for.  You can contact 
her through the website for help. 

Group Reports 
NB – As from the August Newsletter the Editor would like to receive short articles about the 
different groups in Leyland U3A as usual BUT – it would also be lovely to have a more detailed 
account of what is happening in each group (in turn).  I shall be inviting the coordinators of every 
group to tell us about the size of their group, what the group gives to each of its members, how 
often they meet and anything they would like to tell us about themselves.  I shall contact 
coordinators – one at a time – after each monthly meeting to invite him/her to write a “special” 
piece for the Newsletter.  It is hoped that these reports might encourage more people to join the 
various groups we have in order to learn and to enjoy – in whatever order you prefer!  Joining a 
group is also a very good way to meet people and make new friends.  I look forward to receiving 
your reports! 

Janet 

 

Art Group 
The Art Group has moved to the Cricket Pavilion at Fox Lane.  The next meeting will be on 29 
June at 2:00pm and fortnightly thereafter.  No stairs, no tables to put away!  Everyone welcome - 
all mediums, all abilities. 
 

This group is a small, informal group where anything goes, from sketching to sculpture.  
Watercolour is also very popular.  So come along and spend a very pleasant afternoon in a warm 
and friendly atmosphere, tea break included.  2:00pm – 4:00pm. 
 

           Leyland U3A Group Venue 

mailto:teresa@teamball.eu
https://www.paralympic.org/boccia
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=new+age+kurling&safe=active&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjDg5WftvPLAhWkCJoKHUqND-wQsAQINA&biw=1536&bih=754
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=new+age+kurling&safe=active&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjDg5WftvPLAhWkCJoKHUqND-wQsAQINA&biw=1536&bih=754
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=new+age+bowls&safe=active&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi4_vjCtvPLAhUBAZoKHWhtCN8QsAQISg&biw=1536&bih=754
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=new+age+bowls&safe=active&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi4_vjCtvPLAhUBAZoKHWhtCN8QsAQISg&biw=1536&bih=754
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Board Games 

We are a small, but friendly, group who have bonded well and have been meeting weekly at my 
home.  We started with the old favourite, Uno, and progressed to games which were new to us, 
but fun to play, such as Sequence, Labyrinth and Twirkle.  Please note, we meet at 2:00pm and 
not 1:30 pm as appears elsewhere.  Further details from the website. 
 

Crafts and Hobby Group 

This group meets after the monthly meeting at Fox Lane Sports and 
Social Club between 12:30 and 3:00pm.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

As the patchwork and quilting group is finishing, if anyone is interested 
in another group starting please contact the Crafts and Hobby group 
co-ordinator through the website.  But until this new group is 
established would anyone interested in patchwork and quilting please 

come along to the Hobby and Crafts group? 

 

So come along, everyone.  Have a chat with us on the Wednesday afternoon, even a “cuppa” and 
a biscuit!  You may find something that you would like to do or to have a go at. 
 

For dates and further information please contact Fiona or Pauline through the website. 
 

Crochet Group 
The Crochet Group meetings will be held at the usual venue on 12 July, 9 August, 16 August.  If 
any members would like to join, please e-mail the co-ordinator at judithveevers@aol.co.uk 

 

Cycling 

This group has not yet started up again after the winter.  Please contact Edna Lydiate (01772 
454009) or Glynn Unsworth–(01772 426042) if you are interested in doing any cycle rides in the 
near future and please keep checking the website for updates 

 

Dining Out Club 

If you are interested in  
(a) attending a ‘Jacob’s Join’ picnic in Worden Park during July – date to be set – probably 

before the school break up! – or  
(b) going on a canal trip with a meal. 

Linda would really appreciate your input in order to make progress with the two ideas (or not if 
there is no interest!).  Please contact Linda or Carole through the website. 
 

Recently the Dining Out Group went for an evening meal to Sagar Indian Restaurant in Clayton 
Brook – there were 15 of us all hungry to try new or tried and tested curry dishes and we weren’t 

disappointed!  As one of our group so aptly noted – ‘as I looked down the 
table, I saw all empty plates and smiling faces’.  As usual, the conversation 
flowed and all members intermingled, swapping stories, suggestions and 
just generally enjoying each other’s company which is one of the main aims 
of the dining out group – brilliant!  Bill, who suggested the Sagar (we like 
our members to suggest where we should go to dine next), also negotiated 
a free coffee for each of us and that proved most welcome – although the 
range of meal choice was vast and at reasonable prices – another great 
dining out experience, as you can see from the photo.  

 

We are currently sorting out a picnic in the park but are struggling to find picnic benches in any 
park! – so, suggestions would be greatly welcomed.  And then a trip down the canal in August – 
with details to follow and hope to bring a full programme to the group shortly.  Linda & Carole 

 

mailto:judithveevers@aol.co.uk
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Gardening 

A reminder that this group is looking for a new co-ordinator – can you help? 

If you (or more than one person) are willing to co-ordinate the Gardening Group by getting the 
group together and working out what and when it is required, could you please sit at the 
Gardening Group table at the next monthly meeting at Fox Lane please?  Alternatively, if you are 
unable to attend would you please telephone Carol Wilson on 01772 641944 to make alternative 
arrangements for your first meeting. 
 
 

Knitting Group 

Fiona Gregson and Pauline Worthington have formed a new Knitting 
Group which “is doing fine.  We are making hats, baby coats, little girl 
cardigans, face/dish cloths and many other lovely items. 
We meet on Thursday mornings; dates are 23 June.”  Please see web 
site for venue details.  Everyone is welcome – male or female.” 

 

The Reading Group 

The Reading Group meets on the first Thursday afternoon of each month at 2:00 p.m. in the 

Roccoco Coffee Lounge, Leyland.  We use the meeting room to avoid the noise and bustle of the 

café, but we can still order from the menu and have tea and coffee to oil our discussions.  The 

books we read are supplied by Lancashire Libraries and chosen from the extensive list of titles 

which are available to reading groups.  In making the selection, we have tried to choose books of 

different genres and styles, and also books from different countries and cultures.  Not everyone 

will like all the books, but it’s wonderful when we discover a new author or find out that a genre we 

have previously ignored is actually quite good fun.  For our July meeting, we have been reading 

“The Cruel Mother” by Sian Busby and in August we will be looking at “The Last Runaway” by 

Tracy Chevalier.  The list of meeting dates and book titles for the period August 2016 to May 2017 

is now on the Reading Group page on the website.  For more details, please contact group co-

ordinator Marian Hesketh on 01772 339699 or email marianhesketh53@gmail.com  

Theatre Group 

The Theatre Group is moving!  We have been very happy with Roccoco, 
but unfortunately have outgrown their meeting room.  From 12 August we 
will be meeting in the downstairs coffee bar of the Methodist Church Hall 
(Leyland Methodist Church, Turpin Green Lane, Leyland, Lancashire PR25 

3HA). 
 

However, our July meeting is a meal at the Curious Café (21-23 Chapel Brow, PR25 
3NH) on 15 July at 1:00 pm.  This is likely to be booked up by the time the newsletter is 

published! 
 

Shows 4 tickets are still available for To Kill a Mockingbird (Harper Lee). Saturday 17 
September at 2:00 pm, Bolton Octagon Theatre, Howell Croft, Bolton BL1 1SB.  Cost £13 each.  
We have booked 20 seats. 
Tickets are also available for Canary Girls (Lawrence Peacock) on Mon 3 October at 7.30pm, 
Leyland Civic Centre, West Paddock, PR25 1DH.  Price £10.  We have booked 20 seats. 
 

Theatre group members visited two shows in June – Singin' in the Rain at Bolton Octagon and 
Lotty's War at Blackpool Grand Theatre.  A review with a difference this month – Margaret Dixon 
felt inspired after such a great day out at Singin' in the Rain to pen these verses: 
 

mailto:marianhesketh53@gmail.com
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SINGIN' IN THE RAIN 
 

1. The Theatre Group from Leyland town 

To the Octagon travelled down. 
"Singin' in the rain" was the show in mind 

But first to "Investigate" and find 

The preparations needed to produce this show 

And all the work to make it flow. 
 

5.  But when the rain came tumbling down, 
The front row people cast a frown 

And donned the raincoats provided there. 

They did get wet but didn't care. 
That title song we know so well 
Was recreated and cast a spell. 

 
2. A model of the set was there 

And stories told for us to share 

A tour backstage was next to do 

We saw props and costumes--excitement grew! 
The water tank was at the ready, 

Showers of rain would come down steady. 
 

6.  At end of show we all stood up 

And clapped and cheered - there is a BUT. 
Another show as evening came – 

They had to do it all again! 
What an amazing show we'd had 

Everything good, and nothing bad. 
 

3. So after lunch the show was due, 
We took our places in the queue. 

An overture to start the show 

Was played by all the cast you know. 
We sat back in our seats to view 

The show that everybody knew. 

 

6.  Just before I end this rhyme - 

The cast came back for Question Time. 
For one it was her stage debut. 

She said "To think I'm being paid, too! 
Thanks to all for a wonderful day 

I'll remember this show, come what may. 
 

4. The cast of twelve, a talented crew 

Could sing and dance, play instruments too. 
From keyboard, flute and double bass, 

Violins, trumpets all in place. 
To entertain in such a way 

They definitely made the audience's day. 
 

 

 

The Ukulele Group 

NB Due to the popularity of this group we can no longer take any new members 

at the moment.  However, we can put your name on a waiting list and let you 
know if any places become available. 

 

Gizmos and things electronic for communication! 

Website: -  https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com 

Blog Page https://u3aleylandblog.wordpress.com/ 

Facebook LeylandU3A 

Twitter  @LeylandU3A 

Email   mediau3a@gmail.com 

 

And a reminder from our web master Ian Barrow – Next time you visit the Web and Blog 
pages, don’t forget to click on the Follow Button (bottom right hand corner of the page) and enter 
your email address.  You will then automatically be notified when the pages are updated. 
 

Website: Information on any upcoming events should be forwarded to Ian Barrow at 

the website, with as much detail as possible, so that visitors to the website (and there have been 

https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/
https://u3aleylandblog.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/925612537502828/
mailto:@LeylandU3A
mailto:mediau3a@gmail.com
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many!) can see exactly what activities are taking place.  After any event, please send a report and 
any pictures you may have so that we can investigate the creation of a picture gallery. 
 

Contributions to the Newsletter 

Should you wish to contribute anything to the Newsletter which might interest members, please 
contact me (see below).  I do hope you have found this Newsletter helpful.  As time passes, there 
should be more information with times, dates and venues.  Hopefully, we shall also have some 
more Groups with activities which you would like to join.  You can join as many of the groups as 
you can fit into your “free” time. 
 

Best wishes, 

Janet Thomas Newsletter Editor hijthomas@btopenworld.com 
 
 
 

 
 

But listen, dear – don’t you think this outfit’s 
a bit too bright for the U3A meeting? 

mailto:hijthomas@btopenworld.com

