
 

 

Website: - https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com/ 

Newsletter for December 2015 
This is the December 2015 Newsletter for Leyland U3A members. If you are new to U3A and 
would like to see the earlier copies of the Newsletter, please let the Editor know (email at end of 
Newsletter).  Please remember you can access up-to-date information on the Leyland U3A 
website (website address above). 
 

Paper copies of the Newsletter at the monthly meetings on Wednesdays are 
only for members who do not have access to the Internet.  Please do not take 
a paper copy if you can access the Internet.  Internet users will already have 
received a copy by email. 
 
Be a friend to a Leyland U3A member near you who does not have access to the Internet. 
If you would be willing to print out an extra copy (or share your copy) with a member who does not 
have access to the Internet, please contact the Editor to see if someone near you would like to 
hear from you. 

 
Our Website and our Facebook account   
If you have a Facebook account, you can follow us on our Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/925612537502828/  once you have logged on in Facebook, go 
to the page above and request permission to access our Facebook account.  It would be wise to 
have your membership number to hand as you may need it.  Your application goes to the Group 
Administrator who will approve/reject the application.  
 

Leyland U3A Membership:  The membership year runs until 30 June 2016.  Fees are £15 
per annum, which includes a subscription to Central Office and a magazine every 4 months.  Fees 
must be given to the Membership Secretary who will issue a Membership Card.  If you have any 
enquiries regarding membership of the Leyland U3A group, please speak to a Committee member 
at the monthly meeting or contact any Committee member through the website. 
 

Please carry your membership card.  Please always have your membership card with 
you when you attend the main monthly meeting (on the second Wednesday of each month) and/or 
when you attend any group meeting(s).  You will be asked for your name and membership number 
when entering. 
 

Members of other U3A groups are welcome to attend our meetings. Please show your 
membership card to the person on duty as you come into the hall. 
 

Monthly meetings will take place at Fox Lane Cricket Club (PR25 1HB) at 10.30 a.m. on the 
second Wednesday of each month.  The admission fee is £1 including refreshments.  At each 
monthly meeting there will be an invited speaker.  The format for each meeting will be: 



10.30 – 10.45  Notices and news 
10.45 – 11.30  Guest Speaker, followed by questions 
11.30 – 12.30 Refreshments, Membership matters, Information and enrolment 

for Group activities, NB Once you are a member of Leyland 
U3A, you can join as many of the Groups as you wish. 
Calendar of events and socialising. 

12.30    Close of meeting 
 

The Guest Speakers for the following months are: 
Wed 11th November 2015 John Ellwood  The Effect of Railways on Art and Culture 
Wed 9th December 2015 George Ecclestone Mary Queen of Scots 
Wed13th January 2016 Sid Calderbank Lancashire Dialect Poetry and Songs 
 

Report from Alan Fairey on the talk about The Effect of Railways on Art and 
Culture, by John Ellwood held on the 11th November: 

They say you should never judge a book by its cover.  Never was this more true than with 
John Ellwood’s excellent and absorbing presentation “The Effect of Railways on Art and Culture.”  
John introduced himself as a native of Fleetwood and a keen train spotter in the age of steam, (as 
an erstwhile train spotter myself, he was on a winner for me!). 

However, I was intrigued as to which areas of art and culture he would cover and how he 
would go about it.  The answer was a multi-faceted journey through many aspects of culture 
which, on my part, brought back happy memories of trips and holidays. 

A reading/film of Edward Thomas’s poem Adlestrop rekindled memories of our old branch 
lines and country stations, and a short clip of “Brief Encounter” again provided a touch of 
nostalgia. 

We were also treated to slides of a selection of paintings from a variety of artists.  As John 
remarked, the advent of railways provided the opportunity for artists to travel to view different 
landscapes although, with a touch of humour, he commented that one of Van Gogh’s 
masterpieces would have been much improved if the train in the background had been moved to 
the foreground! 

Just when we thought that John had covered every facet of the subject, we were invited to 
take part in a quiz based around the holiday posters we can all remember from our youth.  Each 
team’s discussion around its possible answers brought back memories of a variety of resorts in the 
North West. 

John had obviously put a lot of work into his presentation and from the reaction of those I 
spoke to this was much appreciated.  I thought it was as good as many of today’s TV 
documentaries. 

Next time, I’m looking forward to learning all about Mary, Queen of Scots.  I wonder what 
secrets George Ecclestone will reveal? 
 

A Plea on behalf of Jim Porter, our Website manager 

Please, please, please……..  will all Group Co-ordinators keep Jim up-to-
date with what your Group is doing.  This is essential as members do check 
the website to see what is going on.  Prospective members will also visit our 
website to see if it is worth joining Leyland U3A and, if Group details are out-of-date, this might be 
a disincentive to their joining.  Please remember that the more members we have, the more we 
are able (and likely) to be able to introduce more Groups which will interest you and other existing 
members. 
 

St Johns Ambulance Essential First aid training: You could be the difference 
between a life lost & a life saved 

Two members of Leyland U3A attended an Essential First Aid training course on 26 
November.  This was a very entertaining presentation & demonstrations were given by Elizabeth 
Stout of St Johns Ambulance in Preston.  Candidates practiced techniques such as CPR, 



resuscitation and how to deal with choking and learned how to safely offer basic assistance in 
many situations until emergency services arrive.  A certificate, valid for 3 years, is awarded to 
successful candidates (Congratulations Pam & Anne). 

Two further courses are available on 4th Dec (ref LNC15G070) and 17th December (ref 
LNC 15G0373) from 10am to 1pm.  U3A members pay £5 (instead of the usual £30) and can take 
a non U3A friend for £10.  Telephone 0161 443 0106 to book a course.  Quote the course 
reference numbers above & give your U3A membership number. 

Thanks to Pam for this information. 
 

Group Meetings 
The following groups have Group Coordinators and are either already running or ready to run. 

 
Group    Group Coordinators 

 
Art Lorna Snape (lornasnape@hotmail.co.uk or 01772 436289). 2nd 

and 4th Wednesdays of each month at 2.00 pm at the Prospect 
House, 45-47 Sandy Lane, Leyland PR25 2EE.  New 
members welcome. 

  
Bird Watching John Nutting.  Tuesday mornings.  Please contact John Nutting– 

‘phone 0161 818 6186 or email jm.nutting@hotmail.co.uk for 
further details and future meetings.  New members welcome. 

 
Bridge   Pam – Contact through the website 
 
Card & Board Games Anne Richardson. Contact please ‘phone 01772 455657 or 

email - nandy214@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Computing Please contact Mike Miller (01772 452785, 

(chas.miller@talktalk.net) for details. 
 
Crochet Judith Veevers please ‘phone 07720 430614 or email - 

judithveevers@aol.co.uk  3rd Tuesday of every month at 10.00 
am.  Please ‘phone for location. 

 
Cycling Edna Lydiate’s group are “resting” for the duration of the winter 

weather and will begin again when warmer weather is with us. 
Please contact Edna (01772 454099) when the weather is 
warmer. 
However, whilst Glynn Unsworth has no specific plans for winter 
rides, he would like to hear from anyone who likes the longer 
rides – please contact him by email (glynnunsworth@icloud.com) 
– with a view to arranging a ride. 

Dining/Eating out The dining out club has arranged a Christmas lunch at San 
Marco’s, Longton on Monday 7thDecember at a cost of 
£16.99.  Please see details on page 6.  For further details 
please contact: - Linda Williams (williams@blueyonder.co.uk 
01772 434073), Kathy Reid  (kathy.reid@tiscali..co.uk 01772 
611255) or Carole Finley (01772 424698) 

 
Gardening Visit to Dunscar Garden Centre (106 Southport New Rd, 

Tarleton PR4 6HY; 01772 811111) on 20th January 2016.  
Either meet at Tesco (Leyland) carpark at 1.30 pm if you wish to 
share car or meet at the Garden Centre itself at 2.00 pm.  This 
will be a good chance to see what plants might brighten up your 



patch at this time of year or give you some thought to what you 
could plant for spring!  Please contact Carol Wilson on 01772 
641944 or (better) patcarolwilson02@btinternet.com 

A discussion on what to do in February will be made at Dunscar. 
 
Genealogy Meets every 3rd Monday of the month at 2.00 pm at Fox Lane 

Sports & Social Club.  Please contact Jean Miller (01772 
452786) or Jane Jackson (01772 461154). 

 
Languages A fortnightly intermediate French conversation group has now 

been organised and co-ordinated by Roger Taylor. Roger has 
been studying French for over 30 years and has had a holiday 
home in rural France for 14 years. Contact: Roger Taylor – 
rogandshelia@gmail.com  Venue: The Curious Café, 21-23 
Chapel Brow, Leyland PR25 3NH 
 

Lockpicking (fun only!) Contact Jim Porter – through website 
 
Target Shooting  Contact Jim Porter – through website 
 
Theatre Next meeting: Friday 4 December at 2pm at Rococco, Chapel 

Brow, Leyland. Please let Pam Carroll know if you intend to 
come - we may have to change the venue if more than 18 
people wish to attend carropam@live.co.uk 

 Visits have been arranged as follows: - 
(1) Saturday 30 January Two by Jim Cartwight Matinee 
performance at 2pm at Bolton Octagon Cost £12.00 each  
20 tickets have been reserved and must be paid for either at the 
next Theatre Group meeting on 4 December or at the monthly 
meeting on Wednesday 9 December.  Cash or cheque please. 
There is a little leeway, but tickets must be paid for or cancelled 
before Christmas.  First to pay will get the tickets. 
(2) Saturday 20 February 2015 Two 2 by Jim Cartwight at 
Bolton Octagon (World Premiere).  10.30am to 12.45pm 
Investigate morning: Join actors, playwrights and directors to 
explore and discuss some of the burning issues behind Two and 
Two 2, by local Bolton writer Jim Cartwright. 
2pm Matinee performance at Bolton Octagon Cost £20.00 for 
both events.  20 tickets have been reserved and must be paid 
for on or before the U3A monthly meeting on Wednesday 13 
January 2016.  First to pay will get the tickets. 
 
We will pick a show for March and arrange car sharing for the 
January trip. £1.50 meeting fee applies. 

 
Reading Marian Hesketh (01772 339699; mhesketh@tiscali,co.uk  Meet 

1st Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm at Roccoco Coffee 
Lounge, 41-45 Chapel Brow PR25 3NH.  See website for 
reading list. 

 
Sewing & Patchwork Please note – NEW VENUE - Vivian Green 

(vivian.green@blueyonder.co.uk Tel. 01772 424831). Fortnightly 
from Friday 11th December at the Wrights Fold Community 
Centre, off Bent Lane, Leyland PR25 4HT from 10.00 a.m. – 
2.00 p.m.  



 
Ukulele Lorna Snape (01772 436289 or lornasnape@hotmail.co.uk). 

Tuesdays –at the Pavilion, Fox Lane Sports & Social Club.  New 
members welcome. 

 
Walking Gill Whittaker, Ray Richards (Gill 01772 426042 or 

07548501942: Ray 07925108040).  Next meeting 10th 
December at Rufford.  Meet at Meer Sands Woods car park 
(£2 per car) at 10.30 am or (for shared driving) far corner of 
Tesco carpark near the leisure centre at 10.00 am.  Please 
see the website for an extensive list of walks for all abilities. 

 
For ALL groups there will be a flat attendance fee of £1.50 per person per session, to cover room 
hire & insurance.  This may only be waived at the discretion of the committee.  To find out 
more about these groups, or to join a group, please contact the Group Leaders through the 
Groups Coordinator via the website (http://u3asites.org.uk/leyland ) or directly with those whose 
emails or telephone numbers appear above. 
 

Website: Information on any upcoming events should be forwarded to Jim Porter at 
the website, with as much information as possible, so that visitors to the website can see exactly 
what activities are taking place.  After any event, please send a report and any pictures you may 
have so that we can investigate the creation of a picture gallery. 
 

Possible Venues for Group meetings:  If you know of any place(s) which would be 
suitable for Groups to meet, could you please let the Committee know through the website using 
the general “enquiry” link.  Please tell us where the possible venue is, how much it would cost to 
hire (per hour), how easy it would be to get there (on a bus route?) and whether it would be 
accessible to people with mobility problems.  It would also be helpful to know when (days, times) 
the venue would be available to U3A groups.  Carol Wilson (Lead Co-ordinator; 
patcarolwilson02@btinternet.com 01772 641944) has a very useful list of details which need to be 
checked when a place is being looked at as a possible venue. 

 
Group and Monthly Meeting Reports – The Editor of your Newsletter welcomes reports 
from members of all Groups and from members attending the monthly Wednesday meetings on 
any/all activities in the Leyland U3A community.  We hope this will be a regular feature in future 
issues of the Newsletter – members who have been unable to attend the meeting will then be able 
to read about it.  As you can see, Jim Porter has kindly sent in a report on the talk given at the last 
monthly meeting, for which the Editor thanks him. 
 

Group Reports 
Cycling Group 

The Cycling Group has been meeting every Wednesday morning at 11.00 am at the front of 
Tesco in Leyland except for the 2nd Wednesday of the month when it is the U3A monthly meeting.  
However, most of our cycling members prefer to cycle during the warmer months, so the cyclists 
will meet again for regular cycling in the spring. 

Any cyclists who are happy to venture out on some more challenging rides during the 
colder months should contact Glynn Unsworth by email on glynnunsworth@icloud.com and he will 
discuss possibilities. 

 

Gardening Group 
A small group gathered recently to decide what to do over the winter months and decided to 

visit Dunscar Garden Centre on January 20th (2016).  Please see above. 

 



 
Theatre Group 

The first meeting of the Theatre Visits group was held at Rococco 
on Friday 6 November 2015. 

A list of forthcoming productions at theatres within a 30 mile radius 
was circulated and the 14 people who attended selected the first 2 visits.  A 

description of the shows selected is at the end of this report. 
Other shows 

Christine Hoey has produced an updated comprehensive list of productions, for both 
professional and amateur shows, which members may find useful.  This is attached.  

Please print & bring to meeting. 
Please remember to tell your buddy & show them a copy of the production list  
We have set up a buddy system, so that someone with an email address will keep a person with 
no email access informed. 
 
Descriptions of shows to be visited Two by Jim Cartwright 

Set over one eventful night in a pub in the North of England, Two is a play about people.  
People in their extraordinary, and ordinary, everyday lives, and the strength of the human spirit - 
stronger than anything on offer behind the bar. 

From opening time to last orders, all walks of life pass through this pub, and the comings 
and goings are watched over by the all-seeing, and all knowing, proprietors - the landlord and 
landlady at the heart and soul of their local.  So, get yourself a drink and settle in, it’ll all be 
happening tonight… 

First performed at the Octagon in 1989, the Sunday Times called the play a “brilliantly, 
surrealistically and comically poetic” piece.  The production won the Manchester Evening News 
Best New Play Award before transferring to the Young Vic in London.  Subsequently, this ever 
popular play has been revived twice at the Octagon over the years. 
Following the run of Two the Octagon will present a world premiere by Jim Cartwright of Two 2 - 
revisiting the same pub, with characters both old and new. 
 
Two 2 (World premiere) by Jim Cartwright 

From the writer of The Rise and Fall of Little Voice, Bed, Road and Two comes the world 
premiere production of Two 2; Jim Cartwright’s brand new play that revisits the lives, loves and 
laughs of regulars in a Northern boozer. 

Time may have passed but the pub is still standing - just.  Punters are now few and far 
between, and despite all attempts at quiz nights, karaoke and pub grub, it could soon be last 
orders for the struggling landlord and lady. 

At odds with one another, but holding it together one shift at a time, their lives have become 
as bitter as the ale they serve.  But when a once in a life time opportunity presents itself in the 
form of a one way ticket out of there, will either of them have the courage to turn their backs on the 
pub, and most importantly, each other? 

 

Dining Out Group 
The U3A dining out club had its first outing in November and all seemed to enjoy it at the 

Leyland golf club. 
We are organising a lunchtime Christmas Meal for Monday 14th December 

at San Marco’s – it will cost £16.99 and we will have to pay a deposit (non-
refundable) of £10.00. 

If you wish to join us please place your details (name and mobile phone 
number) and a £10.00 CASH deposit in an envelope and post through the 
letterbox of 134 Golden Hill Lane, Leyland.  We will text you to confirm we have 
received your deposit.  If you could let us have the deposits by Friday 4th December then the 



balance of £6.99 should be brought to the next U3A meeting on the 9th December – thanks Carole, 
Kathy & Linda. 

 
 
Contributions to the Newsletter 

Should you wish to contribute anything to the Newsletter which might interest members, 
please contact me (below).  I do hope you have found this Newsletter helpful.  As time passes, 
there should be more information with times, dates and venues.  Hopefully, we shall also have 
some more Groups with activities which you would like to join.  You can join as many of the groups 
as you can fit into your “free” time. 
 

Have a Happy Christmas and a Good New Year 
The Editor joins with all members of Leyland U3A Steering Committee to wish you a very happy, 
healthy and peaceful Christmas and New Year. 
 
 

Janet Thomas 
Newsletter Editor 
hijthomas@btopenworld.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Endpiece: Few of us may feel we could play tennis in the Davis Cup these days (or ever could!), 
but for those of us who saw the doubles on Saturday and the final men’s singles on Sunday - I’m 
sure our hearts raced to see the skill of the players and the final triumphs by Andy and Jamie 
Murray.  The last time GB won the Davis Cup was in 1936 – there could be some Leyland U3A 
members who remember that……?  If you can remember GB’s last win, please let us know. 


