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Newsletter August 2015 

This is the second Newsletter for Leyland U3A members. I hope you find it useful. I am sorry it is later than it should be but we 
were on holiday without access to the Internet although we understood there would be! 
 
Please remember you can access up-to-date information on the Leyland U3A website (see above). 
 
If you have picked up this Newsletter at the monthly meeting on Wednesday 12th August and would like to receive it by email in 
future, please let the Newsletter editor know (contact details at the end of this Newsletter). 
 
For those members without access to email, the Newsletter will be available in paper format at each Monthly Meeting – but please 
remember to put the date of the following meeting in your diaries as you will not receive a paper copy until the following 
meeting. 
 

Membership 

The membership year will run from 10 June 2015 - 30 June 2016 then for 12 months to 30 June every year.  Fees are £15 per 
annum, which includes a subscription to Central Office and a magazine every 4 months.  Fees must be given to the Membership 
Secretary who will issue a Membership Card.  If you have any enquiries regarding membership of the Leyland U3A group, please 
speak to Mary at the monthly meeting or by ‘phone on 01772 454810. 
 
If a potential member turns up to a group meeting without having joined the U3A, they may attend that meeting, but must join the 
U3A before attending a second meeting.  Membership will lapse if fees are not paid 60 days after the due date i.e. by 31 August in 
this instance. 
 

Monthly meetings will take place at Fox Lane Cricket Club at 10.30 am on the second Wednesday of each month.  The 

admission fee is £1 including refreshments.  At each monthly meeting there will be an invited speaker.  The format for each 
meeting will be: 
 
10.30 – 10.45  Notices and news 
!0.45 – 11.30  Guest Speaker, followed by questions 
11.30 Refreshments, membership matters, information and enrolment for Group activities, calendar of events 

and socialising.  NB Once you are a member of Leyland U3A, you can join as many of the Groups as 
you wish. 

12.30   Close of meeting 
 
The Guest Speakers for the following months are: 
Wednesday 12th August 2015  Marianne Welsh   Backstage Nights 
Wednesday 9th September 2015 Ken Dagger   My Entertaining Life: Gilbert & Sullivan 
Wednesday 14th October 2015 Speaker to be announced 
Wednesday 11th November 2015 Speaker to be announced 
Wednesday 9th December 2015 Speaker to be announced 
 

 
 
 
Interested in visiting the Southport Flower Show on Sunday 23rd August?  
Please see the Gardening Group report on page 3 for low price tickets 
 – but be quick …………..! 
 



Group Meetings 
The following groups have Group Coordinators and are either already running or ready to run (there may be some changes to be 
made later!): 
 Group    Group Coordinators 

Art Lorna Snape (lornasnape@hotmail.co.uk). Fortnightly on Wednesdays – next meeting 2.00 p.m. on 

12th August at the Pavilion, Fox Lane Sports & Social Club.  New members welcome.  
Bird Watching John Nutting Next meeting 10.30 a.m. 21st August – please email jm.nutting@hotmail.co.uk for further 

details and future meetings. New members welcome. 

 Bridge    Pam Carroll 
Card & Board Games Anne Richardson Next meeting at 10.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m. on 21st August at 214 Bristol Ave., 

Farington, PR25 4QZ  

Computing   Mike Miller 
Cycling    Glynn Unsworth, Edna Lydiate 
Dining/Eating out   Linda Williams, Kathy Reid & Carole Finley 
Gardening   June & Graham Butler 
Genealogy   Jean Miller 
Languages   Tuesday 8th September at 2.00 pm at Fox Lane Sports & Social Club  
Lockpicking (for fun only!)  Jim Porter 
Target Shooting   Jim Porter    
Reading    Marian Hesketh 
Sewing & Patchwork Vivian Green (vivian.green@blueyonder.co.uk Tel. 01772 424831. Monthly, 1st & 3rd Thursdays in the 

Fox Lane Sports and Social Club from 10.00 a.m. – 2.00 p.m. Next meeting 20th August) 

Ukulele Lorna Snape (lornasnape@hotmail.co.uk). Fortnightly on Tuesdays – next meeting 2.00 p.m. on 18th 

August at the Pavilion, Fox Lane Sports & Social Club.  New members welcome. 
Walking Gill Whittaker, Ray Richards (Gill 01772 426042 or 07548501942: Ray 07925108040) 

 
There will be a flat attendance fee of £1.50 per session, to cover room hire & insurance.  This may be waived at the discretion of 
the committee. 
 
To find out more about these groups, or to join a group, please contact the Group Leaders through the Groups Coordinator via the 
website (http://u3asites.org.uk/leyland ) or directly with those whose emails or telephone numbers appear above. 
 
Members (numbers in brackets) have expressed an interest in the following activities, but we need volunteer 
leaders/coordinators: 

History (8), Visits (20), Theatre & Visits (15) 
 

If you would like to coordinate any of the above groups, please speak to Carol on 01772 641944 
 

Group Co-ordinators:  Jim Porter, our website manager, has asked me to let Group Co-ordinators know that he can add you to 

the website as page editors if you wish. This will allow you to edit your own group’s page with information about its activities. 
Please contact Jim on the website. 
 
NB. For those Group Co-ordinators who do not wish to edit their own pages it is very important that you keep Jim updated on any 
changes to dates, times, venues, events or activities for their groups either through the “webmaster” link on the website or through 
the leylandbranchu3a@gmail.com email address.  If you do not do this, then Jim cannot update your group’s pages and it is 
essential that he does keep them up to date. 
 
Information on any upcoming events should also be forwarded to Jim, with as much information as possible, so that visitors to 
the website can see exactly what activities are taking place.  After any event, please send a report and any pictures you may have 
so that we can investigate the creation of a picture gallery. 
 

Group Reports: 
 
The Gardening Group. 
Notes from the group launch meeting.  We thank the eight members who attended. 
Each member was given the opportunity to express their interest and gardening knowledge, and what expectations they wished to 
obtain.  Below is a summary of the points made. 

• There was a strong interest in visiting other gardens. The NGS open garden scheme is available to the general public on 
certain weekends. There was a preference for private visits to be arranged on week days. We would try to arrange a 
guided tour to provide ideas and inspiration. 



• Talks by “experts” – Monica Lea suggested a visit to Worden Park to look at the work done there by the Brothers of 
Charity. She agreed to try to find a contact. 

• Sharing knowledge within the group. There was interest in flowers and plants, vegetables, hanging baskets, cuttings and 
propagation, garden design and problem gardens.  

• Visiting each others’ gardens and offering help and advice. Doing projects for each other. 

• Suggestions were made for the first garden visit in July, but unfortunately this is a holiday period for some members, and 
a decision could not be made. 

• It was agreed that we have our first visit to Gresgarth Hall Open day at Caton Lancaster on Sunday 9th August.  Details 
were obtained and circulated to the group.  Spouses and other members were welcome to join us. 

 

Next Visit:  The Gardening Group have proposed visiting the Southport Flower Show which runs from 20-23 August 
and have obtained a special offer group discount for U3A members of £15 for Sunday 23rd August when there will 
be a talk by gardening expert, Christine Walkden.  If you would like to go, please let Graham and June know on 
01772 616591 before the Meeting on Wednesday 12th August or at the Meeting itself – please bring your money 
with you!! 

Report on the 1st Gardening Group Event. 
Ten members and three guests of the newly formed Leyland U3A Gardening Group enjoyed a memorable day at Gresgarth Hall 
Open Garden near Caton, Lancaster on Sunday 9th August 2015. 
 
The Hall and gardens are owned by Sir Mark Lennox Boyd and his wife, the renowned landscape gardener, Arabella. Over a 

career spanning 40 years, Arabella has won six gold medals at the Chelsea Flower Show and the Best in Show Award in 1998. 

She has undertaken commissions all over the world, ranging from small town gardens to large historical landscapes.  

The garden layout is unique and the planting absolutely stunning. Arabella has 

designed the garden like a Persian carpet, dividing it into rooms, or small areas 

with different themes. We were all impressed by the variety of colour-themed 

planting and herbaceous borders. Other highlights included the Water Garden, 

Wild Garden and a magnificent Kitchen Garden and, of course, a welcome cup 

of tea and cake at the Old Mill (see group photo).  

Our next event is a visit to the Southport Flower Show on Sunday 23rd August. 

This is the last day of the show and includes a talk by TV gardener Christine 

Walkden. 

We have been offered a special offer ticket price for U3A members of only £15. This compares to the daily entrance fee of £25. 

If other members wish to come along, you are most welcome. Please bring your ticket fee to the meeting on Wednesday and 

contact June or Graham Butler. 

Graham & June Butler. 
 
The Walking Group has set off at a very brisk pace! They met for the first time on Tuesday 8th August and had a pleasant stroll in 
Yarrow Valley Park, followed by a coffee and discussion about the walks they would like to do.  Please look on the website for their 
plans – they have walks booked up until the 10th December.  The pace of the walks vary from easy to challenging.  Please contact 
Gill Whittaker (01772 426043) or Ray Richards (07925 108040) for details. The walks they have organised sound wonderful but 
are a bit too numerous to mention here! 
 
The Cards and Board Games Group – this group will meet at 214 Bristol Avenue, Farington PR25 4QZ on Friday 21st August 
from 10.00 a.m. till 3.00 p.m.  As yet, there is no fixed place or time for regular meetings, so please keep an eye on the website for 
future meetings. 
 
Contributions to the Newsletter 
Should you wish to contribute anything to the Newsletter which might interest members, please contact me (below).  I do hope you 
have found the Newsletter helpful.  As time passes, there should be more information with times, dates and venues.  Hopefully, we 
shall also have some more Groups with activities which you would like to join.  You can join as many of the groups as you can fit 
into your “free” time. 
 
Janet Thomas, Newsletter Editor, hijthomas@btopenworld.com  


