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Websites: -   https://u3aleyland.wordpress.com 
Blog Page  https://u3aleylandblog.wordpress.com/   
Facebook  LeylandU3A  Twitter@LeylandU3A  Email Address mediau3a@gmail.com 
 

Important information from our web master, Ian Barrow - Next time you visit the Web and Blog 
pages, don’t forget to click on the Follow Button (bottom right hand corner of the page) and enter 
your email address.  You will then get an automatic notification when the pages are updated. 

 

Paper copies of the Newsletter at the monthly meetings on Wednesdays are only for members 
who do not have access to the Internet.  Please do not take a paper copy if you can access the 
Internet.  Internet users will already have received a copy by email. 

 

Be a friend to a Leyland U3A member near you who does not have 
access to the Internet. 
If you would be willing to print out an extra copy for (or share your copy with) 
a member who does not have access to the Internet, please contact the 
Editor to see if someone near you would like to hear from you. 
 

Urgent request to all Group Co-ordinators! 
Jim Porter, who looks after the membership database has 
asked the following  
 

Can all co-ordinators email Jim at leylandu3a@gmail.com with 
the name of your group and the names of the members in that 
group so that he has all the details to enable him to run an 
efficient service. 
 

Our Social Media – Website, Facebook, and Twitter 
accounts (see above for addresses).  Ian Barrow looks after the WEB sites and Social Media 
activities of Leyland U3A.  If you need help, contact Ian through the website (see above).  Also, all 
Group Leaders should keep him up-to-date with dates and venues, please. 
 

Website: Information on any upcoming events should be forwarded to Ian Barrow at 
the website, with as much detail as possible, so that visitors to the website can see exactly what 
activities are taking place.  After any event, please send a report and any pictures you may have 
so that we can investigate the creation of a picture gallery. 
 

If you have a Facebook account, you can follow us on our Facebook page.  Please feel free to 
share photographs, stories, and have a chat.  Group co-ordinators, please advertise your groups 
and share information with your members.  Leyland U3A is not just the monthly meeting, it's the 
groups and, more importantly, the members. 
 
When you have logged into Facebook, go to the page (above) and request permission to access 
our Facebook account.  It would be wise to have your membership number to hand as you may 
need it.  Your application goes to the Group Administrator who will approve/reject the application. 
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Leyland U3A Membership:  The membership year runs until 30 June 2016.  
Subscriptions are £8 to cover the period from now until 30 June 2016.  
From 1 July they will be £15 per annum, which includes a subscription to Central 
Office and a magazine every 4 months.  Subscriptions must be given to the 
Membership Secretary who will issue a Membership Card.  If you have any 
enquiries regarding membership of the Leyland U3A group, please 
speak to a Committee member at the monthly meeting or contact 
any Committee member through the website. 
 

Please carry your membership card – and your coffee money!  Please always 
have your membership card with you when you attend the main monthly meeting (on the second 
Wednesday of each month) and/or when you attend any group meeting(s).  You will be asked for 
your name and membership number when entering the monthly meeting and when you attend any 
group meetings.  At the monthly meeting please also have £1 ready to cover your coffee/tea if you 
are a U3A member, or £2 if you are not a U3A member.  When you attend group meetings, please 
take £1.50 for each group you attend. 
 

Members of other U3A groups are welcome to attend our meetings.  Please show your 
membership card to the person on duty as you come into the hall. 
 

Monthly meetings take place at Fox Lane Cricket Club (PR25 1HB) at 10.30 a.m. on the 
second Wednesday of each month.  The admission fee is £1 including refreshments for 
members of the U3A and £2 for non-U3A-members.  Please note that non-U3A-members can only 
attend one monthly meeting – if they want to attend further meetings they must join the Leyland 
branch of the U3A.  People can join more than one U3A group. 
 

At each monthly meeting there will be an invited speaker.  The format for each meeting will be: 
10.30 – 10.45  Notices and news 
10.45 – 11.30  Guest Speaker, followed by questions 
11.30 – 12.30 Refreshments, membership matters, information and enrolment 

for Group activities, NB Once you are a member of Leyland 
U3A, you can join as many of our Groups as you wish. 
Calendar of events and socialising. 

12.30    Close of meeting 
 

The Guest Speakers for the following months are: 
 

 
 
13 April 2016 

Jim Porter 
 

Plus Raffle 

“The Fisherman’s Tale. 
Do you know what it takes to put fish on 
your table?” 
A raffle will also be held at this meeting. 

11 May 2016 Edward Almond “The Myths and Legends of the Ancient 
Olympics” 

 
 
8 June 2016 

Canon Robert 
Brunswick 

 
plus 

Annual General Meeting 

“Strange Things in Medieval England” 
 
 

Talk to be followed by AGM 

 



3 

 

Leyland U3A Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting of Leyland U3A will take place on Wednesday, 8 June 2016.  
Please do your best to attend.  This is your chance to raise items which have been delighting 
you or worrying you!  If you have questions about how Leyland U3A is run or who is on the 
current Steering Committee – here is your chance to find the answers.  
 
Please remember that the committee which has been organising and running Leyland U3A 
since its inception in May 2015 has been a Steering Committee.  Many of those on this 
Steering Committee have expressed their willingness to carry on into the new Executive 
Committee if members are happy for them to do so and will vote them in.  However, even if 
all of these people are (re)-elected to the new committee, we shall still need new committee 
members.  We can have up to 12 members on the Executive Committee.  Here is your 
chance to stand for election to the new Executive Committee – to replace someone who has 
left the Steering Committee, to fill a vacancy which has not yet been filled on the existing 
committee or to challenge one of the current Steering Committee members who is standing 
again but whose position you feel you could fill better! 
 

                      
 
Jim Porter, our Membership Secretary, has sent all Internet users an email with papers 
explaining the procedures for the AGM (on behalf of the Chairman, Edward Almond).  If you 
have not received this, please contact Jim Porter through the website. 
 

The email is an invitation to attend the AGM and gives details of the Constitution and of how 
you can put forward a motion for the AGM and stand for election to the new committee.  If 
you want to stand for election to the committee, a form has been appended to the email 
which you, and your proposer will have to fill in.  Please ensure it reaches the Chairperson by 
email (through the website) or by post (E. Almond, Chairperson, 66 Langdale Road, Leyland 
PR25 3AS) before the deadline 12 noon on Monday 16 May 2016. 
 

Every member has the right to put forward a proposal (motion) to the AGM.  If you would like 
to do so, you need to write out your proposal and have it seconded by another member of 
Leyland U3A.  Then send it to Edward Almond (email through the website or by letter to E. 
Almond) by the deadline 12.00 noon on Monday 16 May 2016. 
 

A little bit of information about the talk on 13 April 
Coastal fishing communities are, by nature, very close knit.  What affects one 
affects all, and Jim was raised in a trawling family in the fishing port of Fleetwood 
in its heyday.  He was taken to sea on trawlers by his uncle at a very early age, 
eventually travelling the world on merchant vessels.  In this talk, illustrated with 
still images as well as film, he will reveal the hidden, and sometimes very tragic, 
costs of supplying the nation's fish in an attempt to educate, inform and maybe 

even amuse you a little. 
 

The talk will focus on a period known as "The Sidewinder Years".  Want to know what a 
sidewinder is? Want to know what a "Lancashire Nobby" is?  Come to the talk and find out. 
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Report on Talk by Lindsey Barrow on Chorley ROF in March at Fox Lane 
Cricket & Social Club 
Rather than copy out the excellent full report by Ian Barrow on this talk, I am giving you (below) 
the link to the page on our website.  I could not do justice to Ian’s report by including 
it here.  You will enjoy the report on the website far more! 
https://u3aleylandblog.wordpress.com/2016/03/12/match-monthly-meeting/    
 

Group Meetings 
The following groups have Group Co-ordinators and are either already 
running or ready to run. Please look on the website for a very useful 
calendar with the group meetings for April on it. 
 
 

 

Now that Spring is (officially) here – Why 
not join another group (or your first group)?  You 
never know how good you will be at something or 
how much you might enjoy a new subject until you 
try.  

So, go on …have a go at something new……! 

 

 
Groups  

 

As I explained in the last Newsletter, I shall not be giving full details of all the groups 
in the Newsletter as Co-ordinators, times and venues can now be found easily on 
the Leyland U3A website.  The following groups are now up and running. 

 

Art, Bird Watching, Bridge, Card & Board Games, Computing, Crochet, Cycling, 
Dining/Eating out, Gardening, Genealogy, Knitting, Languages, Lockpicking (for fun only!),  
Target Shooting, Theatre Visits, Reading, Sewing & Patchwork, Ukulele, Walking. 
 

For those interested in the Reading Group, please note that Marian’s email address has changed 
to marianhesketh53@gmail.com  
 

For ALL groups there is a flat attendance fee of £1.50 per person per session, to cover room hire 
& insurance.  This may only be waived at the discretion of the committee. 
 

NB If anyone is interested in the Walking Group, Crafts or Visits would you please stay 
behind after the next Wednesday meeting (13 April). 
 

Walking Group: Lots of new members have expressed interest in a walking group, but we do not 
have co-ordinators just now.  Three members have volunteered to organise a couple of trial walks 
to get the ball rolling. 
 

Fiona Gregson & Pauline Worthington are looking to set up a Crafts Club.  This would do 
whichever crafts members fancied e.g. dressmaking, card making, model making.  It would be 
ideal for members who are unable to get to a group such as knitting because the time is 
inconvenient.  Fiona's email is fiona.gregson@blueyonder.co.uk if anyone who is interested is 
unable to attend the meeting on 13 April. 
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Visits:  Trip to World of Glass Wednesday 15 June 2016 

Lots of people appeared interested in going to World of Glass at St 
Helens, where there are Glass Blowing Demonstrations, Art Galleries, a 
Museum, a Victorian furnace, a Visitor centre and a café.  Pam Carroll 
has very kindly organised a trip there. 
 

Pick up will be from Fox Lane at around 9.45a.m.; return by 4p.m. 
The trip will cost £20.50 for the full experience, including lunch, guided tour and a chance to try 
glass blowing. 
 

If people prefer not be organised, £9.50 will pay for transport and basic senior entry fee only. 
We need 16 people to make the trip viable. 
 

If you are interested, please contact Pam Carroll (carropam@live.co.uk) to reserve a place.  Pam 
will also be available after the Wednesday meeting.  This visit is a one-off, but a visits group could 
be set up if other people will help. 
 

We thank Pam for taking the trouble to arrange this for members. 
 

Possible new groups: 
If anyone is interested in Boccia, New Age Kurling and New Age Bowls, follow the internet links 
below and get in touch with Andy Vurley 07909-534885 
https://www.paralympic.org/boccia 
 
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=new+age+kurling&safe=active&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ
&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjDg5WftvPLAhWkCJoKHUqND-wQsAQINA&biw=1536&bih=754 
 
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=new+age+bowls&safe=active&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ
&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi4_vjCtvPLAhUBAZoKHWhtCN8QsAQISg&biw=1536&bih=754 

 

Electronic Keyboards – if you are interested in learning to play, thinking of buying etc., 
please contact Mike Fitzpatrick through the website. 
 

Possible Venues for Group meetings:  If you know of any place(s) which would be 
suitable for Groups to meet, could you please let the Committee know through the website, using 
the general “enquiry” link.  Please tell us where the possible venue is, how much it would cost to 
hire (per hour), how easy it would be to get there (on a bus route?) and whether it would be 
accessible to people with mobility problems.  It would also be helpful to know when (days, times) 
the venue would be available to U3A groups 
 

Group and Monthly Meeting Reports – The Editor of your Newsletter welcomes reports 
from members of all Groups and from members attending the monthly Wednesday meetings on 
any/all activities in the Leyland U3A community.  We hope this will be a regular feature in future 
issues of the Newsletter – members who have been unable to attend the meeting will then be able 
to read about it. 

Group Reports 

The Editor would like to receive short articles about the different groups in Leyland U3A.  It is 
hoped that these reports might encourage more people to join the various groups we have in order 
to learn and to enjoy – in whatever order you prefer!  Joining a group is also a very good way to 
meet people and make new friends.  I look forward to receiving your reports! 
Janet 
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Art Group 

The art group is a small informal group where anything goes, from sketching to sculpture.  
Watercolour is also very popular.  So come along and spend a very pleasant afternoon in a warm 
and friendly atmosphere, tea break included.  2p.m.-4p.m.  Fortnightly, at Prospect House, Sandy 
Lane.  Please check the website for dates. 
 

Board Games 
We are a small, but friendly, group who have bonded well and have been meeting weekly at my 
home.  We started with the old favourite, Uno, and progressed to games which were new to us, 
but fun to play, such as Sequence, Labyrinth and Twirkle. 
 

Whilst we do have a meeting this week (8 April), this may be the last of this session.  The group 
may well break on that date for the summer, whilst members take up their other pursuits.  I will let 
you know if and when we break.  If we do break for the summer, I shall let you know when we start 
again. Anne Richardson, Group Co-ordinator 

 

Cycling Group 

The Cycling Group has been meeting every Wednesday morning at 11.00 a.m. at the front of 
Tesco in Leyland except for the 2nd Wednesday of the month when it is the U3A monthly meeting.  
However, most of our cycling members prefer to cycle during the warmer months, so the cyclists 
will meet again for regular cycling in the spring.  Any cyclists who are happy to venture out on 
some more challenging rides during the colder months should contact Glynn Unsworth by email on 
glynnunsworth@icloud.com and he will discuss possibilities. 
 

Ian Barrow has sent in the following details which may be of interest to some of you. 
 

Local Walks 
This year’s Brindle Cuckoo Walk takes place on Saturday 30th April 2016 and The White Bear 
Way takes place on Saturday 25th June 2016.  More details can be found on the Walking Page. 
 

Dining Out Club 
We are hoping to arrange venues and dates for May and June.  We were also trying to book an 
evening at Foxholes Restaurant, but they are booked up till October 2016 which confirms all the 
great reviews we have heard about them.  They are hoping to come back to us with a date when 
we could do lunch but, as yet, we have had no dates so will inform you when we hear further.  
Finally, we are awaiting information from St Catherine’s regarding afternoon tea after a pleasant 
walk.  Again, we will inform you as soon as we have further news.  Hopefully, when we next meet 
we will have more information.  In the meantime – bon appétit and thank you for your continued 
support – Linda, Carole and Kathy 

 

The Reading Group 

At our April meeting, the reading group discussed “The Wasp Factory” by Iain Banks.  This was 

Banks’s first published novel and was voted one of the top 100 books of the 20th century in a poll 

of over 25,000 readers of the “Independent” newspaper.  The novel takes the form of a coming-of-

age novel set in a remote part of northern Scotland.  Frank, the first person narrator, describes 

acts of violence, destruction and madness in chilling detail and the contrast between the normal 

and almost idyllic setting and the brutality of the violence leads to an unsettling and haunting 

atmosphere.  The reader does not know quite what to believe or what anything really means.  

Leyland U3A reading group meets on the first Thursday afternoon of each month at 2 p.m. at the 

Roccoco Coffee Lounge on Chapel Brow and on 5 May we will be discussing “A Man called Ove” 
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by Fredrik Backman.  New members are always welcome.  Group co-ordinator is Marian Hesketh: 

telephone 01772 339699 or email marianhesketh53@gmail.com 

Theatre Group 

The group's latest visit was to Martha, Josie and the Chinese Elvis, at 
Bolton Octagon, on Saturday 19 March 2016. 
 

This was an extremely enjoyable performance which highlighted the deep 
rooted problems of the characters and how, in the course of the evening, they 

helped each other overcome them.  All six characters were brilliantly portrayed, 
from the Chinese Elvis (from Whalley Range!) who didn't believe he could sing, to 

Martha, the Irish cleaner with OCD (Obsessive Compulsive Disorder), the dominatrix Josie 
and her client Lionel who liked to wear dresses, to Martha's twin daughters. 
 

Brenda-Marie, played by Anna Wheatley, was born with a learning disability and, like the Chinese 
Elvis, is a vulnerable character, "an old soul", wise beyond her years.  This was a poignant and 
comic tour-de-force by Anna Wheatley.  Her twin sister Louise, played by Natalie Grady, has been 
damaged by her childhood but, now confident, needs to make up with her estranged family.  The 
story unfolded at quite a pace with great humour and with the added bonus of some classic Elvis 
tracks along the way.  The final snow scene, accompanied by the soaring strains of Elvis's 
American Trilogy, was fantastic. 
 

It all ended with a well-deserved standing ovation and I, for one, could watch it all again. 
 

Thanks to Kath Baggaley and Christine Hoey for this report. 
 

Our next meeting is on Friday 13 May at 2pm at the Roccoco Coffee Lounge, Chapel Brow, 
Leyland. 
 
Our April trip is to Alan Bennett's Habeas Corpus at Chorley Little Theatre, Tuesday 26 April at 
7.30pm.  All tickets are sold.  However, if you would like to be added to a reserve list in case 
tickets become available, please contact Pam Carroll (see below). 
 

Saturday 21 May, 7:30p.m. – #chipshopthemusical - includes fish, chips and a brew! - Olympus 
Café, Bolton - SOLD OUT 
 

NB Tickets sometimes become available at the last minute, so email carropam@live.co.uk to add 
your name to our waiting list if you fancy one of our sold out events. 
 

The Ukulele Group:  

NB Due to the popularity of this group we can no longer take any new members at the moment.  
We can put your name on a waiting list and let you know if any places become available. 
 

Contributions to the Newsletter 
Should you wish to contribute anything to the Newsletter which 
might interest members, please contact me (below).  I do hope you 
have found this Newsletter helpful.  As time passes, there should 
be more information with times, dates and venues.  Hopefully, we 
shall also have some more Groups with activities which you would 
like to join.  You can join as many of the groups as you can fit into 
your “free” time. 

With best wishes from 
Janet ThomasNewsletter Editor hijthomas@btopenworld.com 

You’re never too old to teach – nor too young to learn! 
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Last minute inclusion!:- Leyland Historical Society are organising a day out on Bank 
Holiday Monday 3 May 2016.  The cost is £15 for a day trip to see the Laurel & Hardy Museum 
in Ulverston followed by a guided walk around Cockermouth.  Price includes travel and tea and 
biscuits in the morning.  Set off at 8.15 a.m. from Tesco car park. 
Tel: Peter Houghton on 01772 641604 if you would like more details.  There are only 4 places left. 
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Are you interested in attending the North West U3A AGM?  Details are: 
NORTH WEST REGION of U3As 

Registered Charity number 1159091 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE DAY 2016 incorporating the Annual General Meeting 

10.00am – 4.00pm June 8th 
Quaker Meeting House, Liverpool. 

Please complete this application form and return to the address below by 28th May 
 

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Phone No. ___________________________________________________________________ 

Email:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a voting delegate for your U3A Yes   No 

Please delete as appropriate 

Morning talks 11.00 – 12.00 – please indicate which one you would like to 

attend 

1. Professor Nigel Linge ‘How Manchester Cotton Wired the World’ 

2. Jenny Carley – Regional trustee: ‘U3As around the World’ 

Afternoon sessions 1.00 – 1.45 and 1.45 – 2.30 Please indicate which activity you 
wish to attend in each session. 
 
 Session 1 Session 2 

Entertainment by U3A members   

Presentations:   

Understanding Tomorrow’s World   

Communication   

Finance   

Shared Learning Projects   

 

Please send completed form to: 
Gill Russell, 71 Barn Hey Crescent, Meols, Wirral, CH47 9RW 
Or scan and email to gillruss71@gmail.com  by May 28th 2016 


